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WELCOME TO OUR

Monthly Newsletter

Welcome to the first issue of our monthly newsletter! We are thrilled
be able to share what we are doing at the Athens-Clarke County
Sustainability Office with you. Join us each month as we explore all
things sustainability and how you can get involved!

In this newsletter you will find:

Latest projects, free resources, and upcoming events!




YOU CAN'T DO ALL THE GOOD THE WORLD NEEDS.
BUT THE WORLD NEEDS ALL THE GOOD YOU CAN DO.

TIPS FOR A GREENER LIFESTYLE!

Living sustainably can look different for Athens-Clarke County is working to
every person. A large part of living become more sustainable, and we offer a
sustainably is advocating for systematic plethora of resources to help you do the same.

change, but living sustainably isalsoabout = We can educate ourselves and get involved
making small changes toyourdaytodayto  withthis passionate local community
decrease your environmental impact. devoted to making the world a little greener.
Sustainable living can mean carpooling to
work, composting your food scraps, or Every day we are inspired by the people pushing
buying secondhand clothes. boundaries right here in our community—people you'll

The challenges of climate change can feel hear from in this series. We hope you too allow

. . . yourself to be inspired— inspired to make a difference.
overwhelming, but creating a sustainable
future can’t be done by any one person. Real
lasting change comes from taking small

steps- steps taken together.
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PICTURED ABOVE: SOLAR PANEL
CHARGING BATTERIES FOR FIRE SAFETY
HOUSE PARKED IN ACC FIRE STATION 2

It’s Electricl!

THE ATHENS-CLARKE COUNTY
FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES
GOES GREEN

HANNAH CHAFFEE

The Athens-Clarke County Fire &
Emergency Services Department
recently replaced its aging diesel
generator with an environmentally
friendly electric generator.

The generator is used for the
department’s Fire Safety House, a
mobile trailer with an interior designed
as a small-scale model house which
simulates a fire emergency. No parent
wants their child to experience a real

fire emergency, but every parent wants

their kid to be prepared for one.

The Fire Safety House serves as a
fantastic experiential learning tool for
children to practice responding to fire
emergencies. Its rooms fill with water
vapor to mimic smoke, and its doors
give off heat while a realistic smoke
alarm blares.

Diesel generators produce
carcinogenic emissions which cause
respiratory problems. Children are
particularly vulnerable to these
emissions as their lungs are still
developing. Not only do these
pollutants pose a health risk, they also
release greenhouse gases.

The goal of the department’s
education initiatives is to prepare for
and help prevent hazardous situations.
The Fire & Emergency Services
Department saw an opportunity in
transitioning from their diesel
generator to match their operations to
their mission.

The department’s new electric
generator releases no fumes and is
powered by a portable solar panel,
decreasing its environmental footprint
while saving money.

And to sweeten the deal: the
electric generator is much quieter, and
compared to diesel generators, electric
generators are considerably more
efficient. A significant portion of the
chemical energy in diesel is lost as
waste heat.
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ACC FIRE SAFETY HOUSE IN
ACTION
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Sergeant Emily Alger who runs the
Fire Safety House was ecstatic to

receive the new generator. The diesel

generator released too much carbon
monoxide to remain on the trailer while
in use, so Alger had to haul the hulking

old generator away from the house for
every event. “It really makes my job so
much easier,” said the Sergeant. The
electric batteries fit perfectly on board,
plug right into the Fire Safety House,
and won't need to be moved for events,
allowing Sergeant Alger to focus on the
goal of the Fire Safety House: to
educate and connect with the
community!
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PICTURED LEFT:
THANK YOU CARD
TO SERGEANT
EMILY ALGER
FROM GIRL
SCOUT GROUP.

PICTURED BELOW:
THE ATHENS-CLARKE
COUNTY FIRE &
EMERGENCY SERVICES
DEPARTMENT’S
FIRE SAFETY HOUSE

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE ACC FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICES
DEPARTMENT FOR THEIR COLLABORATION!

Learn more about the ACC Fire & Emergency
Services Department on their website!

SERGEANT EMILIIY ALGER PICTUﬁED IN
FRONT OF THE FIRE SAFETY HOUSE.

It’s no wonder the Fire Safety House
has such a booked schedule when the
program and its staff are so beloved and
respected by the community. There is no
one better suited for the job than

Sergeant Emily who has the ability to

keep you laughing from first introduction
and over 14 years of experience in
Athens-Clarke County Fire.“I had no idea
I'd have so much fun doing what I'm
doing,” she said about running the Fire
Safety House.

The ACC Sustainability Office
teamed up with the Fire & Emergency
Services Department to fund the
generator switch as a pilot project.
Everyone involved was thrilled to help the
planet and the greater Athens-Clarke
County area kids who are learning crucial
lessons in fire safety.

And the cherry on top? Diesel
generators are a fire hazard—one the
department was glad to eliminate.

www.accgov.com/fire



http://www.accgov.com/fire
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Wednesday May 29th, 2024 11:00 AM - Noon at Dudley Park

2L 27

s There will be guided walks to see

Restoration Areas and Trash Trap
Dudley Park Public Art Review
Boat Launch
Pavilion and Restrooms

% o Nesting and Roosting Boxes
AWM o Native plants

Refreshments will be served.

#% GEORGIA

DIEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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Visit our updated website to learn more! //;»

PUTTING ENERGY INTO GREENER SPACES
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http://www.accgov.com/green

