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Meeting Purpose & Agenda
 Meeting Purpose: 

Present to the Mayor and Commission User Group Project Concept 
Recommendations to move to the next phase of the development 
process 

 User Group

 History 

 Corridor Project Review: alignments and details *

 Public Input Sessions & Engagement Opportunities

 Budget Summary

 Next Steps & Schedules

 Q&A

*Appendix of drawings for entire corridor are at end of presentation
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Corridor User Group & Participating Dep’t
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CORRIDOR USER GROUP (Voting Members)

ATLANTA HIGHWAY Organization

Janice Custis Citizen Member

Allen Jones Citizen Member

Teresa Friedlander Citizen Member 

Stephen Bailey Transportation & Public Works 

Jeanne Connell Landscape Management

Samantha Eberhard Planning

Supporting Staff and Departments

Josh Edwards Manager’s Office

Ilka McConnell Economic Development

Victor Pope Transit

Todd Miller Leisure Services

Bruce Lonnee Planning 

Daniel Sizemore T&PW Bike/Ped Coordinator



History 
 In 2013 the Urban Land Institute completed its report on the Atlanta 

Highway Corridor redevelopment strategy

 On November 7, 2017, the citizens of Athens-Clarke County approved 
the TSPLOST 2018 Program Referendum that included Atlanta Highway 
(#15) Corridor Projects 

 In October 2018, the Athens in Motion (AiM) Commission completed a 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan 

 In 2018, Planning Department was leading the effort on the Atlanta 
Highway

 In August 2019, the Connect Athens: Atlanta Highway – Lexington 
Highway Corridor Plan was completed



History – Cont.

 In December 2019, Atlanta Highway (#15) Corridor Projects User 
Groups began the project development process

 On May 26, 2020, M&C Work Session agenda item was discussed the 
Atlanta Highway (#15) Corridor for Potential Project consideration

 Between May 28 and June 28, 2020,  ACCGov conducted on-line public 
engagement regarding Potential Projects that the Public would want to 
see on a project List 

 On July 7, 2020, M&C approved the Potential Projects List Atlanta 
Highway Corridor Projects and authorized staff to advance the list for 
prioritization and implement noted immediate impact projects



History – Cont.

 Between August and December 2020, the Atlanta Highway (#15) 
Corridor Projects User Group with ACCGov Department participation 
developed the next phase of public engagement strategy and project 
content 

 On January 12, 2021, M&C Work Session presentation outlined the 
public engagement strategy and project material for Atlanta Highway 
(#15) Corridor for Potential Project consideration

 In February 2021, the Atlanta Highway Corridor Projects on-line website 
launched and public engagement outreach began.

 Between February and April, 2021, public engagement opportunities 
were happening and project survey submissions were recorded

 Between May and July, 2021, the Lexington Highway and Atlanta 
Highway Corridor User Groups each developed their Priority Projects 
for M&C consideration to move into the Preliminary Plan Phase of the 
Project development Process



History – Cont.

 On September 7, 2021, M&C approved a Priority Project list for the 
Atlanta Highway Corridor Improvements to develop conceptual plans 
for M&C future consideration:  review shared use options, sidewalk 
options, and bridge connectivity options.

 Between Sept 2021, the User Group has refined the approved Priority 
Projects by obtaining appropriate survey and field investigations and 
deliberation with the deign team.

 On July 20, 2022, the User Group affirmed moving the Proposed Project 
concepts forward  to M&C Work Session and follow up with additional 
public input sessions. 

The links to the previously mentioned reports and project data can be 
found at:

TSPLOST Project 15 - Atlanta Highway Corridor Improvement webpage

https://www.accgov.com/7801/Project-15-Atlanta-Hwy-Corridor-Improvem


History & Purpose for the Presentation
 On September 7, 2021, M&C approved a CDO and authorized staff to 

expend up to $979,791 to develop, with public input, conceptual plans 
with cost estimates for design and construction, for the following, 
bringing them to the Mayor and Commission for consideration on which 
options to advance to the preliminary design phase: 

a) a Multi-Use Path for all of Mitchell Bridge Road (from ATL Hwy to 
Tallassee Road) and Timothy Road (from ATL Hwy to the Berkley 
Hills Subdivision). This may include exploring use of different 
materials, as well as addressing topography challenges and safety 
considerations for any necessary street crossings. 

b) a pedestrian sidewalk for all of Mitchell Bridge Road (from ATL 
Hwy to Tallassee Road) and Timothy Road (from ATL Hwy to the 
Berkley Hills Subdivision). This may include exploring use of 
different materials, as well as addressing topography challenges and 
safety considerations for any necessary street crossings. 

c) Conceptual plans for each shall anticipate designs for safe 
pedestrian and bicycle access along Mitchell Bridge Road at each 
of the two bridges (over the Middle Oconee River and the Loop 10 
Bypass).



History - For Future Presentation

 On September 7, 2021, M&C approved CDO also requested that the 
Atlanta Highway Corridor User Group develop a recommendation 
for subprojects for use of approximately $1,500,000 of the TSPLOST 
2018 Program Revenues for Project 15 - Atlanta Highway Corridor 
Improvements. This recommendation should include explanations 
of subprojects’ alignment with: 

a) The 2019 Connect Athens Corridor Report for Atlanta Highway; 

b) The TSPLOST 2018 Project Description; 

c) The Athens in Motion Master Plan (as applicable for any bike-
ped projects, especially with regards to AiM project tiering); 

d) Public input received for TSPLOST 2018 Project 15  Atlanta 
Highway Corridor Improvements; and 

e) ACCGov’s stated goals of equity with regards to project 
prioritization countywide



Area 

Map 
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Mitchell Bridge Road

Timothy Road

Shared Use Path

Ex. Sidewalk/Environmental Concerns

Ex. Sidewalk

New Bridge location



Mitchell Bridge Road – Considerations 
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Existing sidewalks both sides of road Old 
Fire Station #2 to The Preserve Drive

No existing sidewalks - The Preserve Drive to 
Loop 10 Bridge and 

Loop 10 Bridge and approach

Loop 10 Bridge to 500‘ feet  north of Ben Burton Park

Existing sidewalk on west side of road 500 feet north of Ben 
Burton Park to Tallassee Road

Five Distinct but 

Generalized Infrastructure 

Configurations



Mitchell Bridge Road – Considerations (Continued) 
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 User Group discussions and additional information during concept 
development: 

 Reviewed existing infrastructure that could be utilized i.e. existing 
sidewalks from Tallassee to 500 feet north of Ben Burton Park and 
between Fire Station #2 and The Preserve Drive.

 Type of future bike/ped bridge over the Athens Loop would depend on 
decision between pedestrian or multi-use trails on the approached

 Possible ACCGov-GDOT joint opportunities exist to rebuild existing 
bridge for vehicle/bike/ped, instead of a stand alone bike/ped structure

 GDOT has shown interest in part ACCGov for joint study on Atlanta 
Highway/Mitchell Bridge Road/Timothy Road intersection for potential 
improvements via MACORTS/MPO process. 

 Utilizing existing bridge over the Middle Oconee River for cost savings
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 AiM Plan:
Existing MBR at comfort level 4:

 not comfortable for cyclist
 advance rider level only

MBR proposed regional link for bike/ped facilities 
Existing facilities limited to sidewalks on each end of MBR

 Further review area between tie in and Tallassee for alternatives during 
Preliminary plan phase or per public input responses 

 Consider holding on future bike facility improvements between Loop 10 
and Atlanta Highway until Atlanta Highway intersection and Loop bridge 
discussions and planning phases mature

 Included drawings only between Loop 10 and 500 feet north of Ben 
Burton Park (at existing sidewalk)

Mitchell Bridge Road – Considerations (Continued)



Mitchell Bridge Road – Shared Use Path Alignment Drawings
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Path Distance 1.5 Miles 



Mitchell Bridge Road – Typical Sections 
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Width varies

Width varies
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Mitchell Bridge Road – Typical Sections 
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Mitchell Bridge Road – Cost Estimates

Concept Phase Shared Use Path Sidewalk Only

Atlanta Hwy to Loop (north side) (existing both sides)

$2,865,000 n/a

Loop Bridge (Bike/Ped only) (north side) (north side)

(stand alone structure) $3,169,500 $3,169,500

Loop to ex sidewalk (north side) (north side)

(north of Ben Benton Park) $6,704,500 $4,845,500

Ex sidewalk to Tallassee Rd (north side) (existing north side)

(along creek bank) $4,700,000 n/a

All segments $17,439,000 $8,015,000

Estimate includes design, row/esmt, utility relocation, construction & 

contingency allowances



Timothy Road – Considerations 

21

Existing sidewalks both sides of road Atlanta Hwy to Timothy Park  Lane

Existing sidewalks on at least one side of the road with multiple crossing points from Timothy Park  Lane to Fox Trace Road

No facilities on either side of road

Three Distinct 

Generalized 

Infrastructure 

Configurations

Fox Trace Road to Macon Highway
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 User Group discussions and additional information during concept 
development: 

 Reviewed existing infrastructure that could possibly be utilized i.e. existing 
sidewalks from Atlanta Hwy to Fox Trace but no bike facilities 

 GDOT has shown interest in part ACCGov for joint study on Atlanta 
Highway/Mitchell Bridge Road/Timothy Road intersection for potential 
improvements via MACORTS/MPO process 

 Consider holding on future bike facility improvements near Atlanta Highway until 
GDOT plans for Atlanta Highway intersection and Loop bridge are known 

 AiM Plan:
 Existing Timothy Road @ comfort level 4:

 not comfortable for cyclist
 advance rider level only

 Timothy proposed regional link for bike/pedestrian facilities 
 Existing facilities limited to sidewalks on approx. half of corridor near Atlanta Hwy

Timothy Road – Considerations (Continued) 
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1.9 miles

1.6 miles

0.8 miles

Alignment A

Alignment A

Alignment A & Alt B

Timothy Road – Shared Use Path Alignment Drawings



Timothy Road – Typical Sections 
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– Typical Sections 
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Timothy Road – Typical Sections 
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Timothy Road – Typical Sections 
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Alignment A 
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Alignment A con’t 
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End Alignment A 
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Alignment B 

Begins @

Skyline Pkwy
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Alignment B 
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Alignment B 

End Alignment B and resume with Alignment A
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Timothy Road – Cost Estimates

Concept Phase Shared Use Path Sidewalk Only

Atlanta Hwy to Skyline Pkwy (south side) (existing both/one side)

$3,170,000 n/a

Skyline Pkwy to Loop (south side) (south side)

(alignment alternate A) $3,870,000 $2,903,000

Skyline Pkwy to Loop (north side) (north side)

(alignment alternate B) $3,365,000 $2,525,000

Loop to Macon Hwy (north side) (north side)

$2,164,000 1,623,000

All segments $9,204,000 $4,526,000

Estimate includes design, row/esmt, utility relocation, construction & 

contingency allowances  (Alternate B is not included in all segment total)



Project #15 Atlanta Highway Corridor – Budget  
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Revenue from TSPLOST 2018 – Project #15 Budget Estimate

Original TSPLOST Program Budget $4,000,000

Program Administration adjustment $   139,809

Original Revenue for the Project $ 3,860,191

Project Budget Items Amounts

Expensed or Encumbered $   410,836

Designated Design $   568,955

Designated other Sub-Projects $ 1,500,000

Available for Timothy Rd /Mitchell Bridge Rd Improvement $ 2,380,400



Public Input Sessions & Opportunities

 In person drop in sessions hosted @ Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship on Timothy Road

 Tuesday August 23, 5:30 PM  - 7:30 PM 

 Thursday September 1, 5:30 PM  - 7:30 PM 

 Online Survey & Comment Period 

 August 22 – September 16
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Next Steps
Approved Project Concept/Project Prioritization 

M&C Work Session  

Public Input Effort

User Group 
Recommendation & M&C 

Approval Cycle 

Preliminary Plan 
Development

August 9, 2022

August – September 2022

October/November, 2022



Questions / Comments



Appendix of drawings
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Mitchell Bridge Road – Plans sheets
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Timothy Road – Plans sheets
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Alignment A 
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Alignment A con’t 
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End Alignment A 
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Alignment B 

Begins @

Skyline Pkwy
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Alignment B 
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Alignment B 
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Alignment B 
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Alignment B 
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Alignment B 
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Alignment B 
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Alignment B 
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Alignment B 

End Alignment B and resume with Alignment A


