Athens-Clarke County

Sidewalk Vending & Sidewalk Sales Application Package

This package includes an application, map of vendor locations, and the Special Sales Ordinance.  Applications and appropriate fees should be returned to the Central Services Department, 150 E. Hancock Avenue, or they may be mailed to the Athens-Clarke County Government, Central Services Department, P.O. Box 1868, Athens, Georgia, 30603-1868.  

For assistance or additional information, please call (706) 613-3530.

Sidewalk Vending Information for Food Sales

If you will be preparing and/or selling food that is not pre-packaged, you will need to obtain a permit from the Clarke County Health Department.  For additional information and to apply for a food service permit, please contact the Clarke County Health Department Environmental Health Services at 706-583-2663. The Environmental Health office is located at 189 Paradise Blvd., Athens, Georgia, 30607. 

The complete Rules and Regulations for Food Service are available online at www.georgiaeh.us.

If you will be selling food/drinks that are pre-packaged, you will need to contact the Department of Agriculture to determine if they will be regulating your sales.  If they will not be regulating your sales, we recommend that you request a letter from them stating this.  For additional information, please contact the Department of Agriculture at 800-282-5852.
Athens-Clarke County

Application for Special Sales Permit

Year ______
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Jan.-Apr.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
May-Aug.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Sept.-Dec.

Type of Sales:    FORMCHECKBOX 
Street Merchant-Assigned Location    FORMCHECKBOX 
Itinerant Merchant    FORMCHECKBOX 
Sidewalk Sale 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Door-to-Door

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Downtown Tax District


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Baldwin/Jackson

Applicant:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Individual

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Partnership

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Corporation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Charitable Non-Profit

Business Name:

__________________________________________

Name of Individual(s):
__________________________________________

Mailing Address:

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

City



State

Zip Code

Email Address:

__________________________________________

Business Telephone #:
__________________________________________

Federal ID #:


__________________________________________

Georgia State Sales Tax #:
__________________________________________

Name and Address of a person who can contact you if you cannot be located otherwise:

Name:



__________________________________________

Mailing Address:

__________________________________________





__________________________________________





City



State

Zip Code

Telephone:


__________________________________________

Describe the merchandise to be sold, or service to be provided.  The sale or distribution of any merchandise or service not listed on this application is grounds for suspension or revocation of permit.

Days of the week and hours of the day when sales will be conducted:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Monday      FORMCHECKBOX 
Tuesday      FORMCHECKBOX 
Wednesday      FORMCHECKBOX 
Thursday      FORMCHECKBOX 
Friday      FORMCHECKBOX 
Saturday      FORMCHECKBOX 
Sunday

Hours each day:
From__________________ To__________________




Other______________________________________

How will your merchandise be displayed?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Cart           FORMCHECKBOX 
Stand           FORMCHECKBOX 
Table           FORMCHECKBOX 
Other______________________________

What are the dimensions of your cart/stand/table (downtown – no larger than 4x6, Jackson – no larger than 3x8)?

What type of material is your cart/stand/table?

List all representatives that will need identification under this permit

	NAME


	ADDRESS

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Signature of Applicant:  ______________________________________     Date: ____________________

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

Date Application Received: _______________________  By: ____________________________

Permit Approved:_______________________________  By: ____________________________

Fee Paid: $____________     Receipt #: __________________    Permit #:  _________________

Assigned Location: ______________________________________________________________

Permit Denied: _______________________________     By:  ____________________________

Reason(s) for Denial: ____________________________________________________________
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 Chapter 6-6, Special Sales: Sidewalk Vending Insurance Requirements

All sidewalk vendors permitted by the Unified Government of Athens-Clarke County under Chapter 6-6, Special Sales, are required to meet the following insurance requirements:

→
Vendor with small to limited risk must provide liability insurance in the amount of $50,000 per occurrence with an aggregate of $100,000;
→
Vendor with medium to moderate risk (vendors who prepare and/or sell food items that are not pre-packaged) must provide liability insurance in the amount of $100,000 per occurrence with an aggregate of $150,000;
→
Vendor must provide the Unified Government of Athens-Clarke County a copy of the certificate of insurance;

→
Certificate of Insurance must clearly identify that the liability insurance covers your activities as a sidewalk vendor in Athens, Georgia;

→
Certificate of Insurance must name the Unified Government of Athens-Clarke County as an additional insured and Athens-Clarke County shall be provided a policy endorsement showing Athens-Clarke County listed as an additional insured;
→
Certificate of Insurance must include a statement that the Unified Government of Athens-Clarke County will be provided 30 days notice of cancellation;

→
Insurance carrier must be at least an A minus Rated Company by AM Best (this can be verified through the Insurance Commissioner’s Office @1-800-656-2298).

STATE OF GEORGIA

ATHENS-CLARKE COUNTY

INDEMNIFICATION AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY


As required by Athens-Clarke County Code Section 6-6-7(j), and for and in consideration of and as a condition of the issuance of an Athens-Clarke County Special Sales Permit, _____________________________________[insert full legal name of the entity receiving the permit here] agrees to indemnify, defend, save and hold harmless the Unified Government of Athens-Clarke County, its officers, employees, and agents from and against all loss, costs, expenses, including attorney’s fees, arising from any liability, damages, causes of actions, claims, suits, and judgments, whatsoever in connection with injury to or death of any person or persons or loss of or damage to property resulting from any acts or omissions of Permittee’s officers, employees, and agents during and as a part of any events permitted by the Special Sales Permit issued to ______________________________________ and dated ___________________.  This indemnification shall not be applicable to any loss or damage resulting from the sole negligence of Athens-Clarke County, its officers, agents, and employees.


This _________ day of ____________________, 20____.

          ________________________________






              Signature






              Printed Name:____________________






              Title:____________________________

Signed, sealed and delivered

in the presence of:

WITNESS:

__________________________

__________________________

NOTARY PUBLIC
Section 6-6 Special Sales

Sec. 6-6-1. - Definitions. 
The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this chapter: 
Athens Downtown Tax District: The area within the legal boundaries described in Georgia-Laws 1977, p. 3534, as amended, and may hereafter be referred to as the "district." 

Baldwin Street: For the purposes of this chapter, Baldwin Street shall be that portion of Baldwin Street, including all adjacent public right-of-way, between South Lumpkin Street and Jackson Street. 

Baxter Street: For the purposes of this chapter, Baxter Street shall be that portion of Baxter Street, including all adjacent public right-of-way, between South Lumpkin Street and Hull Street. 

Business: Any person who in Athens-Clarke County engages in, causes to be engaged in, or represents to be engaged in special sales with the object of gain, benefit or advantage, either directly or indirectly. 

Cart: A nonmotorized, but mobile, pushcart which may be moved without the assistance of a motor, or a pedal-driven cart, used for the displaying, storing or transporting of goods or merchandise offered for sale by a street merchant, and any such cart shall be constructed in accordance with the size, design, quality and all other regulations of this chapter. 

College Square: The 100 block of College Avenue between Broad Street and Clayton Street in the Athens Downtown Tax District. 

Display: Any cart, stall, table, rack or other similar equipment used for the display of goods, merchandise or services. 

Farmers Market assigned locations: For the purposes of this chapter, Farmers Market assigned locations shall mean that portion of the north side of East Washington Street between College Avenue and North Lumpkin Street and that portion of the west side of College Avenue between East Hancock Avenue and East Washington Street, including all adjacent public right-of-way. 

Itinerant merchant: Any person or persons who engages in the sale of any goods, merchandise or services to the public on private property, whether in a commercial or residential area, on a temporary itinerant basis.  

Itinerant sales: Engaging in any of the activities described for an itinerant merchant. 

Jackson Street: For the purposes of this chapter, Jackson Street shall be that portion of Jackson Street, including all adjacent public right-of-way, between Broad Street and Baldwin Street. 

Manager: The manager of Athens-Clarke County, Georgia, or his designee which may be a person, department, agency, committee or other entity so designated by the manager. 

Mobile food vendor: Any person or persons selling food or beverages from a mobile food vendor unit. 

Mobile food vendor unit: A motorized vehicle or trailer licensed to travel on public roads that is used for selling food and/or non-alcoholic beverage items to the general public from within designated vehicle parking spaces along that portion of the south side of East Hancock Avenue between College Avenue and North Lumpkin Street and that portion of the west side of College Avenue between East Hancock Avenue and East Washington Street, or from any other designated public area as determined by the manager, or on private property when approved by the property owner. 

Other designated assigned area: Any area or location as may be designated and assigned by the manager for the activities defined for a street merchant-assigned location for a temporary period of time. 

Sidewalk sales: A special temporary sale to the public of any goods, merchandise or services by any retail or wholesale business, which sale is conducted on a public sidewalk. 

Stand: Any table, which shall be skirted on at least three (3) sides, or any other structure, and which table or structure is movable and used for the purpose of displaying, goods, merchandise or services to the public. Any such stand shall be constructed in accordance with the size, design, quality and all other regulations of this chapter. 

Street merchant-assigned location: Any person or persons in an assigned designated location on the public right-of-way, either in the Athens Downtown Tax District, on Baldwin Street, Jackson Street, or Baxter Street, Farmers Market assigned locations, mobile food vendor unit designated locations, or any other designated public area, who engages in the sale of any goods, merchandise or services to the public. 

Street sales: Engaging in any of the activities described for a street merchant-assigned location. 

(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1; Ord. of 2-6-96, §§ 1, 2; Ord. of 5-1-2012, § 1; Ord. of 11-3-2015(2), §§ 1—3 ) 

Sec. 6-6-2. - Administration. 
(a)
Authority of manager. The manager of Athens-Clarke County, Georgia, shall have the authority to administer the provisions of this chapter and to promulgate reasonable administrative rules and procedures compatible with the public interest. 

(b)
Permit required. It shall be unlawful for any person, group, business or other organization to engage in street sales or itinerant sales activities without having obtained a valid permit for each separate business and each separate location for the specific category of sales activity to be conducted. The permit required under this section shall be in addition to any other license, permit or certificate required by other laws and regulations, including the occupation tax ordinance set forth in title 6, chapter 1 of this Code. 

(c)
Sales only from assigned locations permitted. Except as otherwise provided for mobile food vendor units, it shall be unlawful for any person, group, business or other organization to engage in street sales at any location other than an assigned location as provided for in this chapter. 

(d)
Application. Application for a permit to engage in any activity regulated by this chapter shall be made on a form prescribed by the manager. Applications for street merchant-assigned locations shall be made at the Central Services Department and applications for itinerant merchants shall be made at the Finance Department. All applicable fees for such permits shall be paid prior to the issuance of any permits. 

(e)
Identification required. Every person engaged in street sales or itinerant sales, whether the principal or an employee, shall be required to obtain from the government a valid individual identification badge. However, persons conducting sidewalk sales as provided for in this chapter shall not be required to obtain an individual identification badge. 

(f)
Duration of permit: 

(1)
Except as otherwise provided for Farmers Market assigned locations and mobile food vendor units, a permit to engage in street sales shall be issued on a trimester basis, beginning on January 1, May 1, and September 1 of each year. No permit shall be issued for more than one trimester at one time. A permit shall expire on the last day of the last month of the trimester for which it was issued. 

(2)
A permit to engage in street sales for Farmers Market assigned locations shall be issued on an annual basis, for one day of each week for the months of April through October. No permit shall be issued for more than one year at one time. A permit shall begin on April 1 each year and expire October 31 each year. 

(3)
A permit shall not be transferable and a transfer of ownership shall be considered as the termination of such business and the establishment of a new business. A new permit shall be required for each new owner of the business. 

(4)
A permit for a mobile food vendor unit to engage in street sales shall be issued on an annual basis. No permit shall be issued for more than one year at one time. A permit shall expire on December 31 each year.  A permit shall also authorize the holder to engage in sales of food and/or non-alcoholic beverage items to the general public on private property from such unit without otherwise being required to obtain an itinerant merchant permit.

(g)
Fees. Permit fees for street sales are based on the cost of regulation and/or additional charge for the use of public right-of-way. Permit fees for itinerant merchants and sidewalk sales are regulatory fees only. The fee for a permit is set forth below. Said permit shall not be prorated or refundable: 

	Type of Permit/Fee 
	Fee 

	Farmers Market assigned locations 
	$100.00 

	Mobile food vendor unit 
	515.00 

	Street merchant-assigned location not otherwise specified 
	100.00 

	Itinerant merchant 
	75.00 

	Sidewalk sale 
	25.00 

	Individual merchant identification/ badge 
	20.00 

	Replacement merchant identification/badge 
	15.00 


  

(h)
Federal and state tax identification required. In addition to any other information required by the manager, every application for a permit to conduct street sales or itinerant sales shall contain the current federal and state tax identification numbers issued to the applicant for such business. 

(i)
Exemption. Any business located in Athens-Clarke County having a current Athens-Clarke County occupation tax certificate and which applies for one or more permits for street merchant-assigned location as an extension of the same business and under the same name as the primary business, shall be exempt from the requirement to obtain a separate occupation tax certificate for each assigned location. 

(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1; Ord. of 2-6-96, §§ 3, 4; Ord. of 5-7-96, §§ 1, 2; Ord. of 5-1-2012, §§ 2, 3; Ord. of 11-3-2015(2), § 4 ; Ord. of 1-3-2017(1), § 1 ) 

Sec. 6-6-3. - Display of permit and identification. 
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person engaged in street sales or itinerant sales to fail to have said permit prominently displayed in such a location and in such a manner so as to be conspicuous and visible at all times while engaged in the permitted activity. In addition thereto, any street merchant engaged in the sale of food or food products regulated by the health department shall be required to display such food permit in the same manner. 

(b)
It shall be unlawful for any person engaged in street sales or itinerant sales to fail to have the individual identification badge prominently displayed on the permittee's person in such a manner so as to be conspicuous and clearly visible at all times while engaged in the permitted activity. 

(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1) 

Sec. 6-6-4. - Exemption of fee. 
The following persons, groups or organizations shall be exempt from paying the required permit fees provided for in this chapter: 
(1)
Any person or group acting on behalf of an established religious, charitable or fraternal organization, as defined in O.C.G.A. § 43-17, and which is not engaged in daily selling of goods or services to the public in competition with persons taxed by virtue of the provisions of this or other ordinances. No person or business shall be exempt from the payment of fees on the grounds that the business is operated for a charitable purpose unless 50 percent or more of the gross receipts from the business are devoted to a charitable purpose. 

(2)
Any person, group or organization as defined in subsection (1) of this section that is participating in a permitted special event and authorized to conduct such activity by the producer of the event. 

(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1) 

Sec. 6-6-5. - Special temporary permits. 
A bona fide nonprofit charitable organization may be issued a special temporary permit to solicit donations or to sell goods or merchandise for the purpose of such charity for a period not to exceed seven (7) consecutive days. The manager may assign appropriate space and conditions for such activity even though they may conflict with provisions of this chapter. Any such charitable organization shall obtain a permit for the activity as is required for other street sales. 
(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1) 

Sec. 6-6-6. - Street sales—Generally. 
(a)
Parking for the purpose of conducting street sales. Except as otherwise provided for in this chapter, it shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale any goods, merchandise or services from a parked vehicle or from any other conveyance located on the public right-of-way or other property owned by Athens-Clarke County. This is not intended to prohibit the sale of merchandise or services to a resident from a vehicle parked in the street near the residence, but does prohibit the parking of a vehicle in the street or on the right-of-way with the intent to sell to the motoring public or to passing pedestrians. 

(b)
Occupation of public rights-of-way. Except as otherwise provided for in this chapter, it shall be unlawful for any person engaged in street sales to occupy the public rights-of-way in any manner that will cause the open pedestrian passageway to be less than five (5) feet in width, or to locate within 20 feet of any intersection, crosswalk, driveway or bus stop. 

(c)
Loud noises and speaking devices. It shall be unlawful for any person engaged in street sales, itinerant sales, or other sales activities as defined in this chapter to cause any noise that violates the noise control ordinance, either from his or her person or from any device, instrument or equipment for the purpose of attracting attention to any goods or services for sale or distribution. 

(d)
Use of public benches, utility poles, other structures prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person engaged in street sales, itinerant sales or other sales activities as defined in this chapter to block the use of any public bench or to use any public utility pole, tree or shrub, or any other public structure for displaying or promoting the sale of any goods or service. 

(e)
Display of merchandise on ground prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person engaged in street sales to display goods or merchandise on the ground, or on any cloth, plastic or similar ground covering on any street, sidewalk or other public right-of-way. 

(f)
Unattended displays. It shall be unlawful for any person engaged in street sales to leave a display unattended on the public right-of-way for longer than 30 minutes. 

(g)
Endangerment of safety, health and/or welfare prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person engaged in street sales to display any goods or merchandise in any manner which would endanger the safety, health and/or welfare of the public. 

(h)
Relocation. It shall be unlawful for any person engaged in street sales to fail or refuse to comply with a request from the manager or a police officer to move or relocate a display when such request is made to safeguard the health, safety and welfare of the public. 

(i)
Every street merchant shall be responsible for removing all litter and other trash from all locations and surrounding area at the close of business each day. Sidewalk trash receptacles shall not be used to discard boxes and other large containers used for packaging merchandise. 

(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1; Ord. of 5-1-2012, § 4) 

Sec. 6-6-7. - Street sales—Assigned locations. 
(a)
Intent. The Commission of Athens-Clarke County finds and declares that a regulatory scheme for street sales by street merchants in the Athens Downtown Tax District, Farmers Market assigned locations, mobile food vendor unit designated areas, and on certain sections of Baldwin Street, Jackson Street, Baxter Street or other designated assigned areas would promote the public interest in that: 

(1)
The Athens Downtown Tax District, particularly the area of College Avenue known as College Square, is a major public investment which revitalizes an important part of downtown Athens-Clarke County and that street merchants, subject to specific regulations, would contribute to furthering an attractive business and pedestrian environment for the general welfare of Athens-Clarke County. 

(2)
The sections of Baldwin Street, Jackson Street and Baxter Street, as defined in this chapter, are located adjacent to an area of the University of Georgia that is heavily traveled by pedestrians and vehicles; that street merchants in that area provide a wholesome service to students and others seeking food or other goods offered by such merchants; and that additional specific regulations and restrictions for street merchants on Baldwin Street and Jackson Street would further promote the safety and welfare of persons in those areas. 

(3)
The Farmers Market assigned locations, as defined in this chapter, are located in the Athens Downtown Tax District adjacent to City Hall in an area that is central to the downtown area; the Farmers Market in that area will provide a service to the public seeking raw or certain processed agricultural products, including fruits, vegetables, herbs, jams, jellies, meats, eggs, dairy products, etc.; and that additional specific regulations and restrictions for street merchants in the Farmers Market assigned locations would further promote the safety and welfare of persons in those areas. 

(4)
Regulations, restrictions or prohibitions on street sales activities would promote the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Athens-Clarke County by abating acts, omissions or conditions detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of its citizens and the peace and dignity of Athens-Clarke County. 

(5)
The mobile food vendor unit designated areas on public property, as defined in this chapter, are located in the Athens Downtown Tax District adjacent to City Hall in an area that is central to the downtown area, and at other designated public areas, that have frequent pedestrian activity; mobile food vendors in those areas will provide a service to the public seeking additional wholesome food and beverage options; and that specific regulations and restrictions for mobile food vendor units would further promote the safety and welfare of persons in those areas. 

(b)
Approval locations. Street sales at assigned locations shall be permitted within the Athens Downtown Tax District, on Baldwin Street, Jackson Street and Baxter Street only at designated marked locations as determined by the manager. The manager shall be authorized to determine the locations where street sales may be conducted in the best interest of the public health, safety and welfare and such locations shall be submitted to the Commission of Athens-Clarke County for approval. A current list of all such approved locations shall be appended by reference to this ordinance and may be revised from time to time as locations may be added, removed or altered by the commission. 

(c)
Assignment of locations. The assignment of locations for street merchants shall be compatible with the public interest and use of sidewalk areas and public rights-of-ways and shall take into consideration the proximity of existing public and private property (benches, bus stop, loading zones, telephone booths, building entrances, display windows, vehicular and pedestrian traffic patterns, etc.), proximity to other assigned street merchant locations, and the like, in order to ensure that there will not be pedestrian and street congestion or obstruction and in order to contribute as effectively as possible to the intent of this section. 

(d)
Assignment of other designated areas. The manager may from time to time designate assigned street merchant locations on property owned by Athens-Clarke County as special temporary circumstances may deem appropriate. Such additional locations may be assigned for periods not to exceed 21 days and each street merchant assigned such temporary location shall obtain a permit as required of any street merchant-assigned location. 

(e)
No property rights conveyed. The assignment of an approved location for street sales pursuant to this section shall not be construed or interpreted to convey any property rights or any lease holder rights to any person. 

(f)
Display; cart, stands, skirted tables: 

(1)
Street sales permitted under this section shall not be conducted from any conveyance or in any mode other than from an approved mobile food vendor unit, cart, stand or skirted table as prescribed in this section. Grocery carts and wood or cardboard boxes are prohibited from being used as displays. 

(2)
Any cart, stand or skirted table shall not be larger than four feet wide by six feet long and seven feet high, including all attachments, extensions and merchandise, except for Farmers Market assigned locations which must remain completely within their assigned area. 

(3)
The total weight of a display, plus merchandise, shall not exceed 125 pounds per square foot. 

(g)
Abandonment: 

(1)
No assigned location may be left unoccupied by the permitted street merchant for more than 30 consecutive calendar days without the street merchant giving prior notification to the manager that such location will be vacant, the reason for such vacancy and for what period of time. Failure to provide such notice may cause the assigned location to be declared abandoned and assigned to another street merchant. 

(2)
In the event that the manager has evidence that an assigned location has been abandoned, he shall give ten working days' notice to the street merchant, to the address on the street merchant's application, for a hearing before the administrative hearing officer to determine whether there has been an abandonment of the assigned location. 

(h)
Street sales during special events. A street merchant at an assigned location in the district, including Farmers Market assigned locations, or on Baldwin Street, Baxter Street, or Jackson Street shall be provided the opportunity to remain at the assigned location and conduct business during any approved special event or festival. To ensure the public safety and welfare, any street merchant may be requested to relocate or adjust business operations to within a close reasonable proximity of the assigned location to accommodate any logistical or technical necessity. It shall be unlawful for a street merchant to refuse or fail to comply with such a request from the manager or a law enforcement officer. 

(i)
Limitation of permits. No permit for street merchant-assigned location shall be issued to the same business or to the same individual for more than one location within the same block, including intersections with other streets, on College Avenue, Clayton Street, Lumpkin Street, or Washington Street in the Athens Downtown Tax District, or on Baldwin Street, Baxter Street or Jackson Street. Permits for contiguous locations may be issued to the same entity for Farmers Market assigned locations. 

(j)
Liability and insurance. 

(1)
Except for actions arising out of Athens-Clarke County's sole negligence, the permittee agrees to indemnify, defend, save, and hold harmless the Athens-Clarke County Government, its officers and employees, from any and all claims, liability, damages, and causes of action which may arise out of the permit or the permittee's activity. Proof of such waiver shall be filed with, and made a part of, the permit application form. 

(2)
The permittee agrees to meet and maintain for the entire permit period, at its own expense, the following requirements: 

(i)
Commercial general liability insurance in an amount to be determined by the manager for bodily injury and property damage. The Athens-Clarke County Government must be named as an additional insured on this policy, and an endorsement must be issued as part of the policy reflecting compliance with this requirement. 

(ii)
The Athens-Clarke County Government must receive 30 days written notice prior to any cancellation, non-renewal, or material change in the coverage provided. 

(3)
The permittee must provide an original certificate of insurance as evidence that the above requirements have been met prior to issuance of a permit. 

(k)
It shall be unlawful for any person engaged in street sales to sell or offer for sale any goods, merchandise or services, or otherwise occupy the public right-of-way, within 150 feet of an active polling place as determined by state law or the Superintendent of Elections and Voter Registration. 

(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1; Ord. 5-7-96, § 3; Ord. of 5-1-2012, §§ 5—8; Ord. of 11-3-2015(2), § 5 ) 

Sec. 6-6-8. - Sales on Baldwin Street, Baxter Street and Jackson Street; Farmers Market Assigned Locations; Mobile Food Vendor Units. 
A.
Sales on Baldwin Street, Baxter Street and Jackson Street. In addition to the provision regulating all street sales, street merchants may operate only from marked assigned locations on Baldwin Street, Baxter Street and Jackson Street subject to the following additional restrictions: 

(1)
No street merchant shall operate from more than one location on Baldwin Street, Baxter Street or Jackson Street. 

(2)
The maximum square footage permitted for a display, plus the space for the merchant, shall be 36 square feet measured from the edge of the sidewalk or public right-of-way farthest from the curb. 

(3)
The maximum width permitted for a display, measured parallel to the street, shall be eight feet. 

(4)
The maximum depth permitted for a display shall be one-half the width of the sidewalk. 

(5)
It shall be unlawful to park a vehicle on the sidewalk or to block the sidewalk in any way while loading or unloading merchandise or equipment in a manner that would force pedestrians into the street. 

(6)
It shall be unlawful for any street merchant to locate within 20 feet of a street, intersection, crosswalk, bus stop, or offset street parking area; or to block any steps or entrances to any building; or to conduct street sales in any area other than a marked assigned location for which a permit has been issued. 

B.
Farmers Market assigned locations. In addition to the provision regulating all street sales, street merchants may operate only from designated Farmers Market assigned locations on College Avenue and Washington Street subject to the following additional restrictions: 

(1)
The manager will designate two permit locations on College Avenue and three permit locations on Washington Street, as more specifically described in the attachment hereto, which is incorporated herein by reference, and available for public review at the Clerk's Office. 

(2)
Special sales at Farmers Market assigned locations shall be allowed on Sunday through Wednesday, beginning at 3:00 p.m. and ending at 8:00 p.m. By 8:00 p.m. all areas used for the special sales shall be completely vacated and cleaned. 

(3)
Applications will be accepted only from organizations that are registered with the Georgia Secretary of State as non-profit corporations. Each vendor organization shall be issued permits for one day per week only. The manager shall provide a list of products that may be sold by vendors at the Farmers Market assigned locations. Any permittee who allows the sale of any other products at the assigned locations shall subject its permit to revocation. 

(4)
Tables or carts must be placed on the sidewalk. Tables, carts, supplies or any other materials shall not be allowed on the street surface which includes vehicle parking spaces and no parking zones. 

(5)
It shall be unlawful to park a vehicle on the sidewalk or to block the sidewalk in any way while loading or unloading merchandise or equipment in a manner that would force pedestrians into the street. 

(6)
It shall be unlawful for any street merchant to locate within ten feet of an intersection, crosswalk, or bus stop; or to block any steps or entrances to any building; or to obstruct any handicap ramp, designated handicap parking, or handicap path; or to conduct street sales in any area other than the assigned location for which a permit has been issued. 

(7)
Amplified music that is compliant with the noise control ordinance shall be allowed only between 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at Farmers Market assigned locations as part of a permitted Farmers Market activity. 

C.
Mobile food vendor units. In addition to the provision regulating all street sales, mobile food vendors may operate only from designated mobile food vendor unit areas on College Avenue and East Hancock Avenue, the park and ride lot on Lexington Road at Loop 10, and other public areas designated by the manager, subject to the following additional restrictions when operating in such public areas: 

(1)
A mobile food vendor unit permit shall authorize a mobile food vendor to operate in all designated areas as provided in this Chapter without any guarantee of the availability of a specific location. 

(2)
Mobile food vendor units on College Avenue and East Hancock Avenue shall only be permitted to operate between 7:00 a.m. on Thursday and 2:30 a.m. on Friday, between 11:00 p.m. on Friday and 2:00 a.m. on Saturday, and between 11:00 p.m. on Saturday and 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, except during special events permitted under Chapter 6-5. Mobile food vendor units can operate within the permitted boundaries of a special event if allowed by the special event producer and the special event permit. Mobile food vendor units in other designated public areas shall only be permitted to operate during hours that the designated public area is open to the public and in accordance with any other rules and regulations applicable to that area. 

(3)
Mobile food vendor units on College Avenue and East Hancock Avenue shall remain on the street surface within designated vehicle parking spaces; shall not block or occupy handicap parking spaces, loading zones, or other marked no parking areas; and shall vend only from the side of the mobile food vendor unit directly facing the sidewalk. 

(4)
Free standing signs and signs attached to the mobile food vendor unit protruding more than six inches are prohibited. 

(5)
Each mobile food vendor must provide at least one trash receptacle and one container for recyclable materials for use by its customers. The mobile food vendor is responsible for disposal of trash and recyclables in its containers and shall not use the public receptacles for this purpose. The permit fee covers the charge for solid waste collection, and the mobile food vendor is required to purchase approved bags for disposal and will leave its solid waste on the sidewalk for pickup. Each mobile food vendor is required to have a Commercial Recycling Form on file with the Solid Waste Department. The mobile food vendor shall keep the area clean and free of trash and debris at all times. 

(6)
No tables, benches, chairs, displays, or other items not attached to the mobile food vendor unit are permitted except for the required trash receptacle, recyclables container, and one table for condiments not exceeding a size of three feet by six feet. All such items shall be removed prior to the mobile food vendor unit departing the area. 

(7)
Mobile food vendor units shall be operated in accordance with all applicable Health Department rules and regulations. 

(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1; Ord. of 5-1-2012, § 9; Ord. of 11-3-2015(2), § 6 ) 

Sec. 6-6-9. - Charitable solicitations. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the soliciting of donations for any charitable organization unless that person has complied with the provision set forth in O.C.G.A § 43-17 et seq. 
(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1) 

Sec. 6-6-10. - Sales on certain streets prohibited. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in street sales on the south side of East Broad Street between Lumpkin Street and Jackson Street or on the east side of South Lumpkin Street between Baldwin Street and Cedar Street. 
(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1) 

Sec. 6-6-11. - Sidewalk sales and displays of merchandise. 
(a)
Sidewalk special temporary sales. A special temporary sale conducted on a public sidewalk by a retail or wholesale business is permitted under the following conditions: 

(1)
Except as otherwise provided for in the Downtown Tax District in paragraph (b) below, it shall be unlawful for any person to conduct a sidewalk sale without a permit. The application for a permit shall contain such identifying and descriptive information of the sale as the manager may prescribe. 

(2)
Only one sidewalk sale shall be permitted during any one trimester and the period of the special sale shall be limited to 14 consecutive days. 

(3)
The fee for a permit to conduct a sidewalk sale shall be $25.00. 

(4)
Any display of merchandise by a business in a sidewalk special temporary sale shall meet the following requirements: 

A.
The display shall be situated so as to abut the front wall of the building in which the business selling the displayed merchandise is located; 

B.
The display shall not exceed a size of 12 feet by four feet (12' × 4'); however, such display shall not extend beyond either end of the front exterior wall of said business; and 

C.
The displayed merchandise shall be items regularly sold as a part of the business displaying the merchandise. 

D.
The provision of paragraph (4) above notwithstanding, an area of not less than five feet of unobstructed pedestrian passageway shall be maintained at all times between any display and the nearest curb, tree, pole or other public structure. 

E.
All displays and/or merchandise displayed in a sidewalk sale as provided for in this section shall be removed from the sidewalk during any time when the business conducting such sale is closed to customers. 

F.
All final sales transactions between business and customer shall be conducted within the business establishment, not on the sidewalk. 

G.
Any person or business conducting a sidewalk sale shall not cause any loud or offensive noise, either from his or her person or from any device, instrument or equipment for the purpose of attracting attention to any goods or services for sale or distribution. 

H.
No person or business conducting a sidewalk sale shall display goods or merchandise on the ground, or on any cloth, plastic or similar ground covering on any sidewalk or other public right-of-way. All displays shall be set up so that the displays are easily detectable by the visually impaired. 

(5)
No sale on a public sidewalk as described in this paragraph shall be permitted on the same sidewalk or portion of a sidewalk where a permitted special event is occurring, unless the producer of the special event agrees in writing to such sidewalk sale. A copy of such an agreement shall be filed with the office of the manager or his/her designee. 

(b)
Sidewalk displays of merchandise in the Athens Downtown Tax District. A sidewalk display of merchandise may be conducted on a public sidewalk by a retail or wholesale business in the Downtown Tax District without a permit under the following conditions: 

(1)
The display shall be situated so as to abut the front wall of the building in which the business selling the displayed merchandise is located and shall not obstruct building entrances, fire exits, utility meters, cellar entrances, or standpipes or other safety equipment; 

(2)
The display shall not exceed a size of 12 inches in depth, 36 inches in width and 60 inches in height; alternatively, displays consisting solely of newspapers, periodicals or other publications shall not exceed a size of 27 inches in depth, 48 inches in width and 60 inches in height. In no event shall a display extend beyond either end of the front exterior wall of said business; 

(3)
The provision of paragraph (2) above notwithstanding, an area of not less than five feet of unobstructed pedestrian passageway shall be maintained at all times between any display and the nearest curb, tree, pole or other permanent object situate in the right-of-way; 

(4)
The display shall consist only of fungible merchandise regularly sold in the ordinary course of the business displaying the merchandise; and no signs, advertisements or other written or graphic material (except such merchandise sold in the ordinary course of the business maintaining the display) may be posted or placed on a sidewalk display; 

(5)
The following items are prohibited in any display: tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, obscene material as defined by O.C.G.A. section 16-12-80, weapons, live animals or pawned items; 

(6)
All sidewalk displays as provided for in this section shall be removed from the sidewalk during any time when the business displaying such merchandise is closed to customers; 

(7)
All final sales transactions between business and customer shall be conducted within the business establishment, not on the sidewalk; 

(8)
Any person or business conducting sidewalk displays shall not cause any loud or offensive noise, either from his or her person or from any device, instrument or equipment for the purpose of attracting attention to such display or to the sale of any goods or merchandise; and 

(9)
No person or business shall display goods or merchandise directly on the ground, or on any cloth, plastic or similar ground covering on any sidewalk or other public right-of-way. All displays must be stabilized with no risk of overturning due to wind or incidental contact. All displays must either extend to the ground or have a two-inch wide rubberized strip at all bottom edges to be easily detectable by the visually impaired. 

(c)
It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision of this section. 

(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1; Ord. of 6-7-2005, § 1) 

Sec. 6-6-12. - False registration. 
It shall be unlawful for any person or business regulated by the provisions of this chapter to make a false registration for such business or to file, or direct the filing, of any false information with respect to the fees due under the provisions of this chapter. 
(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1) 

Sec. 6-6-13. - Suspension or revocation of permit. 
In addition to any other penalties provided for in this chapter, the manager may suspend for a period of time or revoke a permit issued under this chapter for the following causes: 
(1)
Violating any federal, state or local law or regulation. 

(2)
Failing to permit any lawfully requested inspection by health officials or to comply with any lawful request of a police officer or the manager. 

(3)
Failing to possess and properly display at all times the permits and identification required under this chapter. 

(4)
Having a display that is not in compliance with these regulations. 

(5)
Conducting sales permitted for an authorized location in any area other than the space designated by the permit unless approved by the manager. 

(6)
Leaving any display overnight on any street or sidewalk or failing to remove any display during the hours which it is unattended for more than 30 minutes. 

(7)
Failure to keep the sales locations, whether assigned or unassigned, clear of trash or debris or failing to pick up, remove and dispose of all trash or refuse remaining at the location at the close of business each day. 

(8)
Offering for sale any goods, merchandise or services other than those approved and identified on the permit. 

(9)
Allowing any items relating to the operation of the business to be stored or placed anywhere other than in, on or under the display. 

(10)
Keeping animals of any kind near the sales location. This prohibition shall not apply to seeing-eye dogs. 

(11)
Using a motorized vehicle for the purpose of street sales. 

(12)
Using parking meters, utility poles, trees, shrubs, benches, or other public property other than the approved display to advertise or promote the sale of goods, merchandise or services. 

(13)
Misrepresenting any information required on any application for a permit; failing to provide the information required by this chapter; or failing to provide any relevant information sought by the manager in the administration of this chapter. 

(14)
Violating any provision of this chapter. 

(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1) 

Sec. 6-6-14. - Suspension or revocation; appeal. 
If a permit is suspended or revoked, the permittee shall have the right to appeal the suspension or revocation to the administrative hearing officer within ten working days of the suspension or revocation. The decision of the administrative hearing officer shall be final. 
(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1) 

Sec. 6-6-15. - Penalty. 
Any person found guilty of violating any of the provisions of this chapter may be punished as provided in section 1-1-5 of this Code. 
(Ord. of 12-5-95, § 1) 

[image: image3.png]— — — depy uoneso]
o ' SN @ o s m—:m:u._ws:ww.:w
.?gsmlzggo , .

[ .




[image: image4.png]


