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ENERGY IS ESSENTIAL

Natural gas for heating 
and cooking

Electricity for lighting 
and electronics

Gasoline for driving



ELECTRICITY IS A TYPE OF ENERGY

Electricity is produced from other sources of energy

Burning fossil fuels or 
splitting atoms

WindSolar



CURRENT CENTRALIZED POWER SYSTEM

Graphics: Osceola Energy (L), GreenlinkAnalytics (R) 

Central power plants burn fossil 
fuels or split atoms

Electricity is transmitted over 
large distances

Electricity is then distributed to 
end-users

Athens Power Mix



CURRENT SOURCES OF ENERGY HAVE AN IMPACT

Jobs for communities that have mines and wells

Environmental and human health impacts



CLEAN ENERGY SOURCES OF ENERGY

Jobs for communities where the 
energy is consumed (or saved)

Better for the environment and human health



WHY CLEAN ENERGY

Nearly $500M leaves Athens 
each year, expected to grow

$22.9 Billion per year
flows out of Georgia for 

energy imports
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Graphics: Center of Innovation for Energy Technology, Georgia Department of Economic Development (L), GreenlinkAnalytics (R) 

Data: U.S. Energy Information Administration (2018);
State of Georgia, Office of the Governor



WHY CLEAN ENERGY

%ÎÅÒÇÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÏÒÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍȣ 
and they know they do

Ȱ#ÌÉÍÁÔÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÉÓ Á ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
governments are determined to address. 
A new energy system is emerging. It will 
unfold over decades, moving at different 
ÐÁÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÐÌÁÃÅÓȢȱ

Ȱ)Î ΨΦΧήȟ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ #ÏÍÐÁÎÙ ÓÅÔ ÁÎ 
intermediate goal of a 50 percent reduction 
in GHG emissions from 2007 levels by 2030 
ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÇÁÓ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÃÏÎÓÅÑÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ 
ÁÒÅ ÓÕÂÓÔÁÎÔÉÁÌȢ (Ï× ÃÁÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÅ ÓÌÏ×ÅÄȩȱ
ÅInvesting in energy efficiency and renewable energy
ÅGetting more out of less
ÅȣÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ

ȰWe want to be an energy company 
×ÉÔÈ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÃÁÒÂÏÎ 
budget is finite and running out fast; 
×Å ÎÅÅÄ Á ÒÁÐÉÄ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÎÅÔ ÚÅÒÏȢȱ



WHY CLEAN ENERGY

Climate 
Change 
Impacts 

for Athens
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REGULATED MONOPOLY

ÅEarly years were chaotic

ÅCompeting electric suppliers

ÅSamuel Insullof Chicago Edison 
first to push for regulation

Å In 1898 National Electric Light 
Association proposes utilities be 
regulated



ELECTRIC UTILITIES IN GEORGIA

Å 1884 - Georgia Electric Light Co of 
Atlanta

Å 1884 - Rome GA builds generator 
and installs electric streetlights

Å 1889 - electric streetcars in Atlanta

Å 1891 - Atkinson gains control over 
company - renames Georgia Electric 
Light Company

Å 1907 - Georgia PSC begins 
regulating electric utilities

A horse-drawn line truck, pictured circa 1902, of the Georgia 
Railway and Electric Company.-
Courtesy of Georgia Power Corporation Archives


