Virtual Water Festival in a Box!
We at Athens-Clarke County Extension hope you enjoy the following activities, which
promote water conservation.
Feel free to contact our office with questions or for more resources.

Edible Compost Recipe
Put the following ingredients in a clear cup
or Zip-Loc bag:
Soil - 3 tbs. crushed Oreos
Soil - 1 tbs. Coca Pebbles
Dead Leaves - ¼ cup corn flakes
Twigs - 10 pretzel sticks
Grass - 1 tbs. coconut dyed green
Worm - 1 gummy worm
Shake and Enjoy!

Planting Native Wildflowers
Native plants, especially wildflowers are adapted to harsher soil conditions than many other landscape plants
and often require no irrigation to produce beautiful blooms all spring.
When and How to Plant
Wildflowers can be planted any time between mid-September through mid-November. Prepare an area for
planting, by removing other vegetation, such as weeds or grass. Mix seeds with a few cups of compost or fine
soil and scatter the seed mix over planting area. Rake lightly over the area, and/or cover with a thin layer of
compost.
Watering and Care
Since wildflowers are adapted to a certain amount of dryness, seeds should not require additional irrigation,
to germinate and grow. If we have long periods of warm, dry weather, after germination has begun, light watering may be necessary to keep seedlings from drying out, before they get established.

Make Your Own Seedling Pots
Out of Newspaper
What you will need:

Step 1: Fold a Sheet of Newspaper

Newspaper

Cut sheets of black and white newspaper in half or
thirds, depending on the size of the pot you want to
make. Make sure not to use colored or glossy pages,
since this will be going directly into your garden. Color
newspapers may contain heavy metals that are unsafe.

Scissors
Mason jar, cup or tin can
Masking tape, if necessary

Step 2: Roll It Up
Align your mason jar, cup or tin can with the
newspaper so that 2-3 inches of paper are above the
opening of the cup. Roll the newspaper around the jar
or cup.

Step 3: Tuck It In
Push the top of the paper that is above the cup
opening inside the cup, so that it wraps around the lip
of the cup.

Step 4: Pull It Off
Flip it over and remove the cup gently, while still
keeping the pot’s shape.

Step 5: Seal the Bottom
To pack and flatten the pot’s bottom, insert the cup
inside the newspaper pot. Use the bottom of the cup to
tamp down the inverted ends, so it seals the bottom of
the pot.

Step 6: Remove the Glass and Admire
Finished Pot!
Here is what it should look like after it’s done. *Use
masking tape for extra reinforcement if needed along
the outer seam.*

Step 7: Add Soil, Seeds or Transplant
Read the Newspaper Pot Seed Starting Instructions (on
the back) for more about what to do when you bring
your seedlings home. When they are large enough to
transplant outside, they can be planted directly into
your garden without removing the newspaper. This will
also alleviate root disruption for healthy, happy
seedlings!

Newspaper Pot
Seed Starting Instructions
When you are home, set your pot in a saucer or shallow bowl, carefully sprinkle the soil with water until it is
completely wet and water appears in the saucer.
Place your pot and saucer in a warm, sunny spot such as a window, porch or patio.
* Important: Keep the pot wet by carefully sprinkling the soil, and adding water to the saucer each day.
In a week or so your seeds will sprout. It is important to continue to water them.
When they are about 3-4 inches tall, plant the entire pot in a sunny spot in a well tilled area of your flower or
vegetable garden, add a few tablespoons of garden fertilizer outside the edge of the pot and continue to water it
every few day.
In about 4 to 6 weeks, you can expect to begin harvesting fresh veggies.

If you spill your pot before you get home, just put the soil back in the pot and replant the seeds.
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