Art@Home with Toni Carlucci
A fun art project with materials easily available at your home

#ArtsCenterOnline

Project: Weaving with Nature
Ages: 7 and up (or younger with adult assistance)
Featured Artist: Local artist Paula Runyon
Media: String and natural material- leaves, grass, sticks
Weave: to make (fabric, baskets, etc.) by passing threads or strips over
and under each other
Fun Fact: It's believed that people used weaving to create baskets as
far back as 28,000 B.C.E. They used grasses and plants.
They also wove plant fibers to make shoes, hats, mats and even shelters.
The clothes you have on right now may have been woven (on a loom)!
Paula says: When I am outside in nature, I enjoy looking at the many diverse plants and creatures. I like to
notice how many different textures, colors and shapes there are. Sometimes you don't notice things until you
look very closely, and other times, you have to look far away. There is always something interesting and
beautiful to be found.
STEPS

1. Gather Supplies: Take a leisurely walk
outside. Be on the lookout for a “
Y”shaped
stick and long strands of grass or other
long plants. Leaves too. Pick up ones you
are attracted to. (Keep in mind leaves of
three, let them be, as these could be
poison oak/poison ivy.) You will also need
a bit of yarn or string.

3. Take one of your grasses. Start
at the top and weave it over and
then under the yarn. Continue
going over, then under, over then
under, until you reach the bottom.

2. Tie the yarn or string to the left 'pole' of the “
Y”near where
the “
Y”forks. Take the yarn across to the right 'pole'. Wrap the
string around the right 'pole' once all the way around. Then go
over to the left 'pole' (and a little above). Wrap the string around
the left pole once all the way around. Back to the right. Zig zag
back and forth until you reach the top. The yarn or string needs
to be taut, but not so tight that it breaks the stick. Each time,
the string is a bit higher.
highe Tie the end of the string to the stick.

4. Take a second strand. This time,
start under, then go over. Continue
going under, then over, until you
reach the bottom. Keep weaving in
strands of grass, plants or leaves.

5. The finishing touches would be
to add flowers or pieces of lichen whatever you have. Adjust the
grasses and flowers until you are
satisfied.

