


WHY NATIVES? e PLANTING GUIDELINES

Native plants are those which are indigenous to a certain area and have
adapted to the local conditions. Native plants are a great alternative to .

i i i i i * Seeds cnv i d flats that are kept in a shad
exotic or non-native plants for a variety of reasons. Native plant species \ can be sown in pots or seed flats that are kept in a shady
provide food and shelter for native wildlife, whereas exotics cannot sl location. When planting, seeds can be placed close together (1/8-1/4"
because they haven’t evolved with the surrounding wildlife. In addition to e apart). Seeds should be planted as deep as they are thick. Very small
supporting biodiversity, natives also benefit homeowners by requiring less e ' seeds are barely covered, if at all. After planting, water with a gentle
water, fertilizer, and pesticide than exotics. . ; spray until thoroughly wet.

Link: https://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs_series/wo/wo_ah730/wo_ah730_133_151.pdf
Because native plants often require less water than non-natives, they can
help prevent and control erosion. Native seed mixes can be used as an : _ Seed bombs dre small balls of clay, compost, anq seeds.
alternative to other erosion control methods, such as silt fences or mulch. [ A They're casy FO grow--simply ferP or throw seed bombs Wlthout
Native seed mixes should have a diversity of seed species so that they can & _ 2 N 2 needing to dig holes or water in. Recommended spacing is 1 seed bomb

be applied to large areas of land with varying soil conditions. / square foot, and at least 10 seed bombs / square meter.
Link: https://permaculturenews.org/2014/06/18/making-seedballs-ancient-method-

Follow this link to a list of recommended native plant nurseries: gl

https://botgarden.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Directory-of-Na- . ) A P {
tive-Plant-Nurseries.pdf D e ey Plu gs are small seedlings grown in a tray. They can be planted

: . by digging small holes in the ground using a hand trowel. Add a
Follow this link to find out more about the harmful effects of invasive plants: https:// _ s - - well draining compost to the surrounding dirt so that plugs are not
www.fs.fed.us/learn/plants-animals Photoiby Gardeners WeEld:com -+ - £ it : oversaturated. Carefully loosen roots and place plug in the hole. Press

firmly around the root ball. Finally, water in with a gentle spray.
Link: https://www.ecolandscaping.org/02/developing-healthy-landscapes/ecological-
landscaping-101/planting-plugs-putting-tools-to-the-test/

PLANTI N G D EFI N ITI 0 Ns M UICh is often used when planting to suppress competition from

other vegetation. Pine straw and pine bark chips are recommended to
mitigate weeds. Though widely used, hay contains weed seeds, such as
dandelion flower, crabgrass, and annual bluegrass seeds. Straw can be

L- ht h d - _ used as an alternative to hay, which contains fewer weed seeds.
Ig shaae plants receive 3-5 hrs/day of sun Link: http://www.gfc.state.ga.us/community-forests/management/tree-care/mulching-

trees/index.cfm

Fu " SUN = plants receive direct sunlight for <6 hrs/day

Pa rtlal Shade = plants receive 2 hours of direct sun/day or shaded
at least half of the day; partial shade can be found under or around trees. ® Trees are best planted during early fall. Before planting, conduct
a site analysis to identify above and below ground utilities. Dig a hole

F“" Shade = plants receive an hour of direct sun/day as deep as the root ball and 2-3 times the width of the root ball. Cut
circling roots before placing tree in hole. Ensure that tree is upright and

Dense shade - plants receive no direct and little indirect sunlight ~ not planted too deep. Once tree is in the correct position, fill remaining
space in hole with soil. Pack in around the base of the tree to stabilize it.

wet SOi | / Dry SOiI = some plants can tolerate drought while Water in tree but do not fertilize. Avoid staking tree. Mulch the base of

others can tolerate poorly drained soils. However, it's important to recognize the tree to reduce competition from weeds.

i . . . 1 0, 0, 0 i 1
that all plants require their roots to have some oxygen to function. L1nl'<. file:/// S./Ecolog{cal A)20anc.1 %20Land! A)ZOManag.ement/ Restoratmn_Plantmg_
Native%20Plant%20List-ID/Native%20Plant%20Species%20List%20-%20

Piedmont%20GA/ Planting%20Instructions/How%20t0%20Plant%20a%20Tree%20

Link: file:///S:/Ecological%20and%20Land%20Management/Restoration_Planting_Native%20 %20NRCS pdf
_70 -p

Plant%20List-ID/Native%20Plant%20Species%20List%20-%20Piedmont%20GA/Planting%20

. . ; e ; Instructions/Defining%20Sun%20Requirements%20for%20Plants.pdf
Rhoto by (}ardeners World.com = o Ve v


























































Other Contacts of Interest...

Athens-Clarke County Cooperative Extension
706-613-3640 - https://athensclarkecounty.com/146/Athens-Clarke-County-Extension

Bugwood Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health
229-386-3298 - https://www.bugwood.org/

USDA Forest Service Southern Research Station in Asheville, NC
828-257-4832 - https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/index.html

USDA Forest Service Forestry Sciences Laboratory
https://www.fs.fed.us/organization/Forestry%20Sciences%20Laboratory%20%28 Athens%29

Southern Fire Exchange
http://southernfireexchange.org/

This guide was developed through the Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Office by Linda Chafin, State Botanical Garden of Georgia
For more information about the guide contact:

The Sustainability Office - 706-613-3838 - mikewharton@accgov.com

Mimsie Lanier Center for Native Plant Studies - 706-542-1244 - garden@uga.edu _
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