
Pu t t i n g  E n e r g y  i n t o  
G r e e n e r  S p a c e s

We’re excited to share the work happening at the
Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department!

Join us each month as we explore all things
sustainability and how you can get involved.
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S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  D E P A R T M E N T

W E L C O M E  T O  O U R

Putting Energy Into Greener Spaces

M ON T H LY  N E W S L E T T E R

In this newsletter, you will find:
latest project, free resources, and upcoming events



Sandy Creek Park

For  Sources ,  C l i ck  Here

Over the next few newsletters, we’ll explore the
intersection of artificial intelligence and
sustainability: examining the environmental
impacts of AI and data centers, the immediate
implications for Athens, and practical steps we
can take to use AI more responsibly.

AI and Sustainability
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has become an
integral part of modern life. It’s unavoidable,
useful, powerful, and, at times, controversial. Its
rapid adoption is evident - ChatGPT, for
example, is now estimated to be the fifth-most
visited website globally, just behind Instagram.

The Energy Behind Intelligence
AI systems do not emerge fully formed; they
require extensive “training” before they can
generate answers. This process is both time-
consuming and resource-intensive. Training
OpenAI’s GPT-4, for instance, is estimated to
have cost over $100 million and consumed
approximately 50 gigawatt-hours of energy.
That’s enough to power the entire city of San
Francisco for three days! As AI models grow in
complexity, these demands scale dramatically.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
What does AI mean for sustainability?

Join us for our three
part series on AI and
what it means for both
sustainability and
Athens.

AI & Sustainability

Data Centers

Responsible AI

In this article...

Coming up...

https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/113548/Sustainability-Department-January-Newsletter-Sources


The Hidden Cost of Every Query
While each AI query may seem negligible in isolation (ranging from 0.03 Wh to
1.8 Wh for text and even more for images) the sheer volume of interactions
compounds the impact. In December 2024, OpenAI reported that ChatGPT
handled 1 billion messages per day, and by March 2025, users were generating
78 million images daily. Over a year, this activity could require more than 109
gigawatt-hours of electricity, enough to power 10,400 U.S. homes, with image
generation adding another 35 gigawatt-hours.

Water, Carbon, and E-Waste
The environmental footprint of AI extends beyond electricity. Cooling the servers
that power AI models requires significant water resources. Research suggests
that AI server deployment across the United States could generate an annual
water footprint of 731 to 1,125 million cubic meters, alongside 24 to 44 million
metric tons of CO₂-equivalent emissions between 2024 and 2030.

Carbon emissions are another pressing concern. By 2030–2035, data centers
could account for 20% of global electricity use, placing immense strain on power
grids. AI-specific workloads alone are projected to consume 165 to 326
terawatt-hours per year by 2028. This level of consumption could generate
emissions equivalent to driving 300 billion miles, or over 1,600 round trips to the
sun.

Hardware turnover adds yet another layer of impact. Studies indicate that AI-
related e-waste could accumulate to 1.2–5.0 million tons between 2020 and
2030, depending on growth scenarios.

In our next newsletter, we’ll dive deeper into the data centers that power these AI
models; their rapid growth across the U.S., and what that could mean for Athens.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

For  Sources ,  C l i ck  Here

https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/113548/Sustainability-Department-January-Newsletter-Sources


TIPS FOR A GREENER LIFESTYLE
How can we live sustainably?
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THIS MONTH’S TOPIC

Sustainable Diet
Riley James

     For most people, January is the
month of self-improvement. Gym
memberships spike, planners fly off
shelves, and suddenly everyone is
blending kale like it’s a competitive
sport. But what if your resolution
could do more than boost your
health? What if it could help the
planet too?
     Enter the sustainable diet.
According to the Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO), sustain-
able diets are eating patterns that
promote health and well-being while
minimizing environmental impact; all
without sacrificing cultural traditions
or affordability. Sounds great! But we
have to remember that sustainability
isn’t just about the environment. It’s
about balance, accessibility, and
nutrition.

Gas Emissions (kg CO ) per
Kilogram of Food Product
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I N  T H I S  S E R I E S  W E  E X P L O R E  H O W  W E  C A N  B E  S U S T A I N A B L E  T O G E T H E R ,  
R I G H T  H E R E  I N  A T H E N S - C L A R K E  C O U N T Y !  

     On paper, some foods that look
“planet-friendly” aren’t necessarily
good for you. Take sugar, for exa-
mple. From an environmental pers-
pective, it’s practically a hero: low
land use, low water demand, and
minimal greenhouse gas emissions.
But nutritionally, it’s more of a zero.
     That’s why sustainable eating
means looking at the whole picture:
foods that are good for the planet
and good for your body. Because a
diet that saves the Earth but wrecks
your health isn’t really sustainable.For  Sources ,  C l i ck  Here !

https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/113548/Sustainability-Department-January-Newsletter-Sources


Here are five easy ways to eat better for yourself and the Earth:

Plants are the MVP of sustainable eating. Beef has a carbon footprint
of 36 kg of CO₂ per kilogram, nearly four times that of chicken and up
to 100 times higher than most plant-based foods. Even swapping one
beef meal for a plant-based option makes a big difference.

Eat More Plants

Mix it Up
Variety isn’t just the spice of life — it’s the backbone of biodiversity.
Today, 90% of our food energy comes from only 15 plant species,
which is bad news for ecosystems and nutrition. Try new grains,
veggies, and legumes to keep your meals interesting and the planet
resilient.

Shop Local
Support local farmers and cut down on transportation emissions.
Athens has great options: Bishop Park Farmers Market every Saturday
year-round, and Creature Comforts Market on Wednesdays (March–
November).

Eat Less Meat
You don’t have to go full vegan to make an impact. Even reducing
meat intake helps. Choosing chicken over beef for one meal can cut
emissions equivalent to driving 9 miles in a car.

Reduce & Compost Food Waste
Plan meals, buy only what you need, and compost scraps. Athens-
Clarke County offers a Food Scraps Drop-Off Program: check it out
here.

Sustainable eating isn’t about perfection: it’s about progress. Start
with one change, stick with it, and let your plate reflect the kind of
future you want to see.

For  Sources ,  C l i ck  Here !

https://athensfarmersmarket.net/
https://accgov.com/9508/Food-Scraps-Drop-Off-Program
https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/113548/Sustainability-Department-January-Newsletter-Sources


     When you see a new sustainability
program, workshop, or community
event, you might wonder: How does
this happen? 
     Our work is rarely funded by just
one source. Instead, it’s made possible
through a combination of local invest-
ment, voter-approved funding, and
partnerships with regional and state
organizations. 
      One key funding source is SPLOST,
which allows the community to invest
directly in infrastructure and long-
term improvements that support
efficiency, resilience, and quality of life.
These voter-approved funds help lay
the groundwork for sustainability
projects that benefit the entire com-
munity. 

   Another important tool is the
Community Energy Fund, which sup-
ports initiatives focused on clean
energy, energy education, and re-
ducing energy costs for residents. By
reinvesting funds locally, the Com-
munity Energy Fund helps ensure that
sustainability efforts remain acc-
essible and community-centered. 

     In addition to local funding, Athens-
Clarke County actively pursues grants
and collaborative funding opport-
unities. These funds range from fed-
eral, state, and philanthropic sources
and allow us to pilot new ideas,
expand successful programs, and
bring additional resources into the
community without increasing local
taxes. 
     Collaboration is essential to making
this work successful. The Sustainability
Department is currently partnering
with Clean Cities Georgia, Georgia
Department of Natural Resources,
Georgia Rivers, and local partners like
UOWN, University of Georgia, and
Athens Tech.  We are members of the
Southeastern Sustainability Directors
Network, and these partnerships make
sure we stay on the cutting edge by
connecting expertise, education,
workforce development, and environ-
mental stewardship to ensure that
sustainability efforts reflect both local
needs and regional best practices. 
    This multi-faceted approach all-
ows Athens-Clarke County to turn
long-term sustainability goals into
real, visible progress.  From education
and outreach to on-the-ground pro-
jects we are committed to supporting
a healthier, more resilient community.

Powering Sustainability
Investing in the future of Athens-Clarke Count

by Tishia McRae

https://www.accgov.com/11245/SPLOST


Recommended by Stephanie Green

     I ' v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  d r a w n  t o  p h e n o l o g y
w h e e l s  a n d  b e a u t i f u l l y  c o l o r e d  t e m p e r a t u r e
q u i l t s ;  t h e r e ' s  j u s t  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  r e c o r d -
i n g  d a t a  i n  b o t h  v i s u a l  a n d  a r t i s t i c  w a y s
t h a t  j u s t  m a k e s  s e n s e  t o  m y  b r a i n .  I t ’ s  t h e
c o u p l i n g   o f   t h e   s c i e n t i f i c   w i t h   t h e  a r t i s t i c
t h a t  b o t h  c a l m s  a n d  e n l i v e n s .  W h a t  m a k e s  t h e m  s e e m
d o a b l e  i s  t h e  c o m m o n p l a c e  d a t a  t h e y  r e c o r d .  I n  t h e  b o o k
The  Comfor t  o f  Crows :  A  Backyard  Year ,  M a r g a r e t  R e n k l
w a l k s  y o u  a r o u n d  a  p h e n o l o g y  w h e e l  o f  h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s
f r o m  " t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  c o m m o n " .  H e r  w r i t i n g  m a k e s  e v e r y
c r o w ,  l e a f ,  o r  m a n g y  s u b u r b a n  f o x  a l l  s e e m  u n c o m m o n
a n d  w o r t h y  o f  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n -  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y
l e a v e s  y o u  w o n d e r i n g  j u s t  w h a t  t y p e  o f  c o m m o n p l a c e
w o n d e r s  a r e  h a p p e n i n g  o u t s i d e  y o u r  o w n  d o o r  a n d  h o w
t o  b e s t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  " u n - r a r i t y " .
      T h e  b o o k  i s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s h o r t  e s s a y s  a n d  p o e m s
d e s c r i b i n g  w h a t  s h e  o b s e r v e s  i n  h e r  b a c k y a r d ,  n e i g h b o r -
h o o d ,   a n d   g e n e r a l   " h o m e  r a n g e " .    W h i l e   y o u   c o u l d   s i t

d o w n  a n d  r e a d  i t s  e n t i r e t y  i n  a  n i g h t  o r
t w o -  I  d a r e  y o u  t o  r e a d  i t  j u s t  a s  i t s  s t a g e d ,
o n e  w e e k  a t  a  t i m e ,  m e a n d e r i n g  y o u r  w a y
t h r o u g h  t h e  s e a s o n s .  T h e n  a f t e r  e a c h
c h a p t e r  h e a d  o u t s i d e  a n d  s e e  a l l  t h e
c o m m o n  n a t u r a l  h a p p e n i n g s  y o u ' v e  l e t
p a s s  u n o b s e r v e d  h e r e  i n  A t h e n s  a n d  m a y b e
a d d  t h e m  t o  y o u r  v e r y  o w n  p h e n o l o g y  w h e e l
o r  m e n t a l  c a l e n d a r .  

The Comfort of Crows
by Margaret Renkl

T H E  E C O  S H E L F



Did you know?

You can report a
street light outage

Easily report street light
issues or outages

through Georgia Power’s
website. The tool is

available to everyone
and provides real-time
updates on the repair
status, so you’ll know
when the light is fixed.

Access the tool,
here!

https://www.georgiapower.com/about/grid-reliability/outage-information/report-street-light-outage.html?cid=web_aem_phase-1


Upcoming Events :

JANUARY 25TH

2-5PM

725 HANCOCK

INDUSTRIAL WAY

A T H E N S  R E P A I R  C A F E

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiQQZWnV_Pv3r7C8BteYkBBEfdSgoRlyuK-fZAkyyv9WswrQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiQQZWnV_Pv3r7C8BteYkBBEfdSgoRlyuK-fZAkyyv9WswrQ/viewform
https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/89884/Athens-Clean-and-Renewable-Energy-Plan
https://www.accgov.com/9184/Energy
https://accgovga.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=29873#21003_151479
https://www.accgov.com/Calendar.aspx?EID=29612&month=1&year=2026&day=5&calType=0
https://www.accgov.com/8510/Athens-Repair-Cafe


Upcoming Events :

Fo r  mo r e  i n f o rmat i o n ,
C l i c k  H e r e !

To  r e g i s t e r,
C l i c k  H e r e !

Athenians are invited to honor Dr. King's legacy
at the annual Athens-Clarke County Martin

Luther King Jr. Day of Service on Monday,
January 19, 2026.

Volunteer registration is now open!

https://www.accgov.com/5038/MLK-Day-of-Service
https://www.givepulse.com/group/118913-Athens-MLK-Day-of-Service
https://www.givepulse.com/group/118913-Athens-MLK-Day-of-Service


Upcoming Events :

Putting Energy Into Greener Spaces

w w w . a c c g o v . c o m / g r e e n
706-613-3838  

Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department

https://www.accgov.com/1382/Bring-One-for-the-Chipper
https://www.accgov.com/1382/Bring-One-for-the-Chipper
http://www.accgov.com/green

