
In this newsletter you will find:
Latest projects, free resources, and upcoming events!
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Pu t t i n g  E n e r g y  i n t o  
G r e e n e r  S p a c e s

We are thrilled be able to share what we are doing at the
Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department with you. Join
us each month as we explore all things sustainability and how

you can get involved!



      The  Easte rn  B lueb i rds  and  Nor thern  House  Wrens  were  busy  th i s
spr ing  and  summer  a long  the  Nor th  Oconee  River  Greenway  and  in
Dud ley  Park .  Al l  e ight  nest  boxes  moni tored  by  the  Susta inab i l i ty
Depar tment  were  used  at  l east  once  dur ing  the  nest ing  season  (March-
Ju ly ) ,  w i th  severa l  see ing  mul t ip le  rounds  o f  ac t iv i ty .  
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G re e n way  N est i n g  A ct iv i t y
      The  nest  boxes  a long  the  Greenway  adjacent  to  Dr .  Mar t in  Luther
King  J r .  Parkway  were  used  by  both  Easte rn  B lueb i rds  and  Nor thern
House  Wrens .  A  tota l  o f  13  Easte rn  B lueb i rd  eggs  and  f ive  Nor thern
House  Wren  eggs  were  la id  through  f ive  separate  nest ing  attempts ,  but  
on ly  three  Nor thern  House  Wren  ch icks
success fu l ly  surv ived  and  f ledged .  We
aren’ t  sure  what  caused  a l l  o f  the  nest  f
a i lu res .  In  two  cases ,  the  B lueb i rd  eggs  s
imply  d idn’ t  hatch  even  though  they  were
incubated  dut i fu l ly  by  the  mom .  The
remain ing  B lueb i rd  nest  attempt  was  ended
through  predat ion-  most  l i ke ly  by  a  House
Wren .  Nor thern  House  Wrens  are  known to
destroy  nests  and  puncture  eggs  o f  other
b i rd  spec ies .  That  might  seem harsh ,  but
compet i t ion  fo r  l imi ted  resource ,  i nc lud ing
pr ime  nest ing  hab i tat ,  i s  par t  o f  nature .  

P H OTO C R E D I T:
C H R I ST I A N  S N E A D



D u d l ey  Pa r k
      Over  at  Dud ley  Park ,  both  spec ies  saw
a lot  more  success .  In  tota l ,  33  eggs  were
la id—19  of  which  be longed  to  Easte rn
B lueb i rds ,  and  the  remain ing  14  were  la id
by  Nor thern  House  Wrens .  A  tota l  o f  15
B lueb i rds  g rew up  b ig  and  st rong  and  le f t
the i r  nests ,  and  4  Nor thern  House  Wrens
fo l lowed  su i t .  That ’ s  a  success  rate  o f  over
70% for  the  B lueb i rds !  

      On  a  recent  Saturday  morn ing ,  more
than  10  Easte rn  B lueb i rds  were  observed
feed ing  on  insec ts  a long  the  edge  o f  the
woods  and  perch ing  on  power  l ines  in
Dud ley  Park .  It ’ s  a  sa fe  assumpt ion  that
severa l  s ta r ted  the i r  l i fe  in  one  o f  the  nest
boxes  be low them .  Meanwhi le ,  the  bubbly
song  of  Nor thern  House  Wrens  was  absent  -
they ’ve  l ike ly  begun  the i r  j ourney  south  for
the  w inte r .  We  w ish  them sa fe  t rave l s  and
look  forward  to  we lcoming  them back  next
spr ing .  The  nest  boxes  w i l l  be  c lean ,  ready
and  wa i t ing .

A  V E RY F U L L  N E ST B OX AT
D U D L E Y PA R K
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TIPS FOR A GREENER LIFESTYLE!
How can we live sustainably?

      H a l l owe e n  i s  a  t i m e fo r
c re a t i v i t y,  c h a o s,  a n d  q u e s t i o n a b l e
a m o u n t s o f  c a n d y.  B u t  b e h i n d  t h e
g l i t te r  a n d  fa ke c o bwe b s l i e s  a  l e s s
f e s t i ve t r u t h :  t h e h o l i d ay
g e n e ra te s a  s ta g g e r i n g  a m o u nt  o f
wa s te,  a n d  c o s t u m e s a re a  b i g  p a r t
o f  t h e p ro b l e m .

      A m e r i c a n s s p e n d  ove r  $ 3  b i l l i o n  o n  H a l l owe e n
c o s t u m e s eve r y ye a r.  Th at’s  b i l l i o n  w i t h  a  “ B . ”
Ac c o rd i n g  to Fa s t  C o m p a ny ,  m o s t  o f  t h o s e c o s t u m e s
a re m a d e f ro m  n o n - re cyc l a b l e  p l a s t i c - b a s e d
m ate r i a l s  l i ke  p o l ye s te r,  w h i c h  m e a n s t h ey ’ re
d e s t i n e d  fo r  t h e l a n d f i l l  a f te r  j u s t  o n e we a r.  A n d  l et’s
b e h o n e s t :  h ow m a ny t i m e s a re yo u  re a l l y  g o i n g  to
we a r  t h at  i n f l ata b l e T- Rex s u i t?
      A  2 01 9  re p o r t  by t h e Fa i r y l a n d  Tr u s t  fo u n d  t h a t
8 3 %  o f  c o s t u m e m ate r i a l s  a re o i l - b a s e d  p l a s t i c s .
Th at’s  t h e e q u i va l e n t  o f  2 ,0 0 0  to n s o f  p l a s t i c  wa s te -
j u s t  f ro m  H a l l owe e n  c o s t u m e s i n  t h e U K a l o n e.  N ow
i m a g i n e t h at  i n  t h e U SA w h e re t h e p o p u l at i o n  i s  5
t i m e s t h at  o f  t h e U K .  N ow i m a g i n e t h at  o n  a  g l o b a l
s c a l e…  Yi ke s .
      S o ye a h ,  yo u r  c o s t u m e m i g h t  b e c u te,  b u t  t h e
p l a n et  i s  q u i et l y  s o b b i n g  i n  t h e b a c kg ro u n d .

H A L L O W E E N  C O S T U M E S
T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  T O P I C :

R I L E Y  J A M E S

I N  T H I S  S E R I E S  W E  E X P L O R E  H O W  W E  C A N  B E  S U S T A I N A B L E  T O G E T H E R ,  
R I G H T  H E R E  I N  A T H E N S - C L A R K E  C O U N T Y !  

https://www.fastcompany.com/90683915/american-spend-3-billion-on-halloween-costumes-each-year-its-an-environmental-nightmare
https://www.fairylandtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Halloween-Plastics-Clothing-and-Costumes-Report-2019.pdf


      Lo o k ,  n o o n e’s  s ay i n g  yo u  h ave to h a n d - s t i tc h  a  b i o d e g ra d a b l e
c o s t u m e o u t  o f  et h i c a l l y- s o u rc e d  m o s s ( a l t h o u g h ,  t h a t  wo u l d  b e
re a l l y  c o o l  a n d  we’d  l ove to s e e i t ! ) .  S m a l l  c h o i c e s -  l i ke  re u s i n g ,
re p u r p o s i n g ,  o r  re n t i n g  -  c a n  a d d  u p to a  b i g  d i f fe re n c e.  A n d
h o n e s t l y,  t h e m o s t  m e m o ra b l e c o s t u m e s a re t h e o n e s t h at  c o m e w i t h
a  l i t t l e  c re a t i v i t y  a n d  a  g o o d  s to r y.
      S o t h i s  H a l l owe e n ,  g et  c re at i ve .  G et  we i rd .  A n d  m ay b e,  j u s t
m ay b e,  m a ke a  c o s t u m e t h at  d o e s n’ t  h a u n t  t h e p l a n et .

D I Y  o r  D i e
( M e ta p h o r i c a l ly )

G ot  s o m e fa b r i c  s c ra p s,
c a rd b o a rd ,  o r  o l d  c l ot h e s

l y i n g  a ro u n d ? P e r fe ct .
C h a n n e l  yo u r  i n n e r  c ra f t

g o b l i n  a n d  m a ke yo u r
ow n  c o s t u m e.  B o n u s

p o i nt s  fo r  u s i n g  n at u ra l
m ate r i a l s  o r  p a p e r
i n s te a d  o f  p l a s t i c .

S wa p  ‘ T i l  Y o u  D r o p

C o s t u m e swa p s a re a
g re at  way to ke e p t h i n g s

f re s h  w i t h o u t  b u y i n g
n ew.  C h e c k l o c a l

c o m m u n i t y  b o a rd s,
Fa c e b o o k g ro u p s,  o r

eve n  o rg a n i z e o n e w i t h
yo u r  f r i e n d s.  O n e

p e rs o n’s  o l d  w i tc h  h at  i s
a n ot h e r  p e rs o n’s

t re a s u re.
R e n t  t h e  Lo o k

I f  yo u ’ re  g o i n g  fo r
s o m et h i n g  e l a b o rate,

c o n s i d e r  re nt i n g  a
c o s t u m e i n s te a d  o f

b u y i n g .  I t ’s  c h e a p e r,  l e s s
wa s te f u l ,  a n d  yo u  wo n’ t
h ave to s to re i t  i n  yo u r

c l o s et  fo r  t h e n ext
d e c a d e.

T h r i f t  o r  T r e at

Yo u r  l o c a l  t h r i f t  s to re i s
a  g o l d m i n e o f  c o s t u m e

p ote nt i a l .  Th i n k :  v i nta g e
p ro m  d re s s e s,  ove rs i z e d
b l a z e rs ,  we i rd  h at s .  Wi t h
a  l i t t l e  i m a g i n at i o n ,  yo u

c a n  t u r n  s e c o n d h a n d
f i n d s i nto s o m et h i n g

t r u l y  i c o n i c .

Th e g o o d  n ews i s  t h a t  yo u  d o n’ t  h ave to g i ve u p
H a l l owe e n  to b e a  l i t t l e  m o re e c o - c o n s c i o u s.

Th e re a re p l e n t y o f  ways to ke e p t h i n g s s p o o k y
a n d  s u s ta i n a b l e :



O n  S e pte m b e r  6 t h ,  we j o i n e d  t h e f u n  at  t h e 2 0 2 5  
At h e n s Wa te r  Fe s t i va l !

Th i s  ye a r ’s  t h e m e? M a r i o  Ka r t .

O u r  b o ot h? A f u l l - o n  s o l a r- p owe re d  ra c e t ra c k ,  c o m p l ete w i t h  t i ny  c a rs
a n d  b i g  e n e rg y ( l i te ra l l y ) .  O u r  H a b i tat  M a n a g e m e nt  Te c h n i c i a n s we n t  a l l
o u t ,  b u i l d i n g  a  m i n i  M a r i o  Ka r t  s t y l e  c o u rs e t h at  h a d  k i d s ra c i n g  s o l a r
c a rs  l i ke  p ro s.

Th e t w i s t? Th e s e c a rs  d i d n’ t  h ave b at te r i e s .  Th ey ra n  p u re l y  o n  d i re ct
s u n l i g h t ,  w h i c h  m a d e fo r  a  g re at  h a n d s - o n  l e s s o n  i n  re n ewa b l e e n e rg y. . .
a n d  a l s o m e a n t  t h at  w h e n  t h e c l o u d s ro l l e d  i n ,  o u r  ra c e rs  to o k a  b i t  o f  a
n a p.  ( N o s h a d e to t h e s u n ,  we s t i l l  l ove yo u . )

B u t  h e re’s  t h e t h i n g :  re a l  s o l a r  sys te m s c o m e w i t h  b at te r i e s ,  s o yo u ’ re
n ot  l e f t  s t ra n d e d  w h e n  t h e we at h e r  g et s  m o o d y.  S o d o n’ t  l et  o u r  t i ny
c a rs  d i s s u a d e yo u  f ro m  s o l a r !  Th ey we re j u s t  a  f u n ,  l ow- te c h  d e m o t h a t
s p a r ke d  s o m e g re at  c o nve rs at i o n s a b o u t  h ow s o l a r  e n e rg y wo r k s i n  t h e
re a l  wo r l d  ( a n d  w hy m o s t  sys te m s c o m e w i t h  a  b a c k u p p l a n ) .

A l l  i n  a l l ,  i t  wa s a  fa n ta s t i c  d ay f i l l e d  w i t h  wate r  e d u c at i o n ,  c o m m u n i t y
f u n ,  a n d  j u s t  t h e r i g h t  a m o u n t  o f  ka r t- t h e m e d  c h a o s.  H u g e t h a n k s to
eve r yo n e w h o s to p p e d  by o u r  b o ot h  -  a n d  to t h e s u n ,  f o r  s h ow i n g  u p
m o s t  o f  t h e t i m e.

O u r M a r i o  Ka r t  Tra c k
P h oto C re d i t :
C h r i s t i a n  S n e a d

P h oto C re d i t :
R i l ey  J a m e s

P h oto C re d i t :  Wate r
C o n s e r vat i o n



SPECIAL ELECTION RUNOFF: DECEMBER 2  2025ND

*IF NEEDED*

ABSENTEE VOTING
To reques t  an  absentee  ba l l o t
fo r  the  Spec ia l  E lec t ion ,  you ’ l l
need  to  comple te  an  Absentee
Ba l lo t  App l i ca t ion .  Your
app l i ca t ion  must  be  rece ived  by
October  24  to  the  reg i s t ra r ’ s
o f f i ce  o f  the  county  you  a re
reg i s te red  to  vote  in .  

t h

Cl ick  here  fo r  the  Georg ia
Of f i c ia l  Absentee  Ba l lo t

App l i ca t ion !   

ELECTION DAY VOTING
You wi l l  need  a  va l id  photo  ID  o r

a  vote r  ident i f i ca t ion  card  to  vote
in  person .  Po l l ing  p laces  a re  open

f rom 7 :00  am to  7 :00  pm on
E lec t ion  Day .  I f  you  a re  in  l ine  by
7 :00  pm ,  you  a re  a l l owed  to  cas t

your  ba l l o t .  

F ind  more  in fo rmat ion  here !

Tuesday October 14  - Friday October 31t h s t

      Advance voting for the GA Public Service
Commission Election will take place Tuesday, October 14
through Friday, October 31  at three different locations: 

t h

s t

Elections Office
 155 E Washington St, Athens 30601
      October 14 - 17:  8:00AM - 5:00PM
      October 18:  9:00AM - 4:00PM
      October 20 - 24:  8:00AM - 5:00PM
      October 25:  9:00AM - 4:00PM
      October 27 - 31:  8:00AM - 5:00PM

Athens Regional Library
 2025 Baxter St,  Athens 30606
      October 25:  9:00AM - 4:00PM
      October 27 - 31:  8:00AM - 5:00PM

Athens-Clarke County Tennis Center
 4460 Lexington Rd, Athens 30605
      October 25:  9:00AM - 4:00PM
      October 27 - 31:  8:00AM - 5:00PM

      All persons registered to vote in Athens-Clarke
County may use any location for advance voting, but must
vote in their own precinct on Election Day Voting. For
Advance Voting, you will need to bring a valid photo ID
or a voter identification card.

ADVANCE VOTING

GEORGIA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSIONER ELECTION 
FOR DISTRICTS 2 & 3 

All Georgia residents vote
for every district,

regardless of where you live
in Georgia!

REGISTER TO VOTE
Are  you  reg i s te red  to  vote?  I f  th i s  w i l l  be  your  f i r s t  t ime  vot ing  you  w i l l  have  to

reg i s te r  to  vote .  You  on ly  have  to  reg i s te r  to  vote  once ,  however  i f  you  have  moved ,
you  may  have  to  update  your  vote r  reg i s t ra t ion .  To  do  so  o r  to  reg i s te r  to  vote  here !  

L A S T  D A Y  T O  R E G I S T E R  T O  V O T E  I N  S P E C I A L  E L E C T I O N :  M O N D A Y  O C T O B E R  6  ‘ 2 5T H

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!

YO
UR

 VOTE MATTERS!

SPECIAL ELECTION:
NOVEMBER 4   2025TH

Don’t l ive in Athens? No problem! To find information on
Advance Voting locations near you, you can search based

on the county you live in.

Find Advance Voting information in every
county, click here!

https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://georgia.gov/vote-in-person-election-day
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/olvr-home#no-back-button
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/olvr-home#no-back-button
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/advanced-voting-location-information
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/advanced-voting-location-information


UPCOMING EVENTS:

https://www.accgov.com/riversalive


w w w . a c c g o v . c o m / f i r e

P U T T I N G  E N E R G Y  I N T O  G R E E N E R  S P A C E S

w w w . a c c g o v . c o m / g r e e n
706-613-3838  

Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Clarke County Sheriff’s Office
Annual Fall Festival

Details coming soon...

http://www.accgov.com/fire
http://www.accgov.com/green

