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Pu t t i n g  E n e r g y  i n t o  
G r e e n e r  S p a c e s

We are thrilled be able to share what we are doing at the
Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department with you. Join
us each month as we explore all things sustainability and how

you can get involved!



Invas i ve  spec i e s  
of  the  month

Chinese Privet

C H R I S T I A N  S N E A D  &  S T E P H A N I E  G R E E N

Jo in  us  e ach  month in  th i s  new ser i e s  a s  we  l earn  about  d i f ferent  invas i ve  spec i e s !

     An evergreen shrub that blooms with
sweet smelling white flowers in April and
can be shaped into a hardy, attractive
hedge that thrives in the Georgia climate.
Sounds like landscaper’s dream, right?
That type of shrub sounds like just the
ticket for lining the sidelines of a SEC
Football Stadium.

     The beloved Hedges that stand sentinel
over the field at The University of
Georgia’s Sanford Stadium, are indeed
made up of one of the most highly
invasive and ecologically detrimental
species in the Southeast, Chinese Privet
(Ligustrum sinense). In the Hedges
defense- when they were originally
planted in the 1929, the full extent of
privet’s invasiveness and was not known.
Chinese privet was brought to North
America from Asia in the 1800’s, and by
the 1950’s it had showed its ability to
dominate entire forest understories.
Despite its invasive nature and threat to
local ecosystems, privet is often still used
in the landscaping industry and stadiums,
because- tradition, Y’all.

P H OTO C R E D I T:
JA M E S H .  M I L L E R  &
T E D B O D N E R ,
S O U T H E R N  W E E D
S C I E N C E  S O C I E T Y,
B U GWO O D.O R G

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  K A R A N  A .
R A W L I N S ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F
G E O R G I A ,  B U G W O O D . O R G



F O R  S O U R C E S  C L I C K  H E R E !

     With glossy, football-shaped leaves
and fragrant white flowers blooming in
Athens’ off-season (mid-April to mid-
May), Chinese privet might seem like a
landscaping MVP. Its fruit matures from
green to deep purple by fall, and birds
act like nature’s quarterbacks -
spreading seeds far and wide. But privet
doesn’t just score through seeds; it also
runs a ground game, sending out root
suckers that clone the parent plant and
help it dominate disturbed areas like
forest edges and urban fields.

     Tackling privet isn’t easy. Small plants
can be pulled by hand, but once it’s
established, you’ll need to bring in the
heavy defense—herbicide. For tough
terrain like stream banks or steep slopes,
avoid pulling roots to prevent erosion.
Instead, go for a cut-stem herbicide play
to keep your soil - and your ecosystem—
intact.

P H O T O  C R E D I T  ( L E F T  &
B E L O W ) :  J A M E S  H .  M I L L E R ,
U S D A  F O R E S T  S E R V I C E ,
B U G W O O D . O R G

P H O T O  C R E D I T  ( B E L O W ) :
D A V I D  J .  M O O R H E A D ,
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  G E O R G I A ,
B U G W O O D . O R G

https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/111612/Invasive-of-the-Month-Chinese-Privet-sources


TIPS FOR A GREENER LIFESTYLE!
How can we live sustainably?

     D o yo u  eve r  c atc h  yo u rs e l f  wo n d e r i n g  w h at’s  re a l l y  l u r k i n g  i n  t h at  b ot t l e  o f
c l e a n e r  u n d e r  yo u r  s i n k? Th at  s a m e s p ray yo u  u s e eve r y we e k ,  m ay b e eve n
d a i l y ? Th e t r u t h  i s ,  m a ny c o nve nt i o n a l  c l e a n i n g  p ro d u ct s c o nta i n  c h e m i c a l s
t h at  a re n’ t  j u s t  to u g h  o n  g r i m e -  t h ey c a n  b e to u g h  o n  t h e p l a n et  a n d  o u r
h e a l t h ,  to o.  S o,  l et’s  c l e a r  t h e a i r  ( l i te ra l l y  a n d  f i g u rat i ve l y )  a n d  ta l k  a b o u t  h ow
to m a ke c l e a n i n g  a  l i t t l e  g re e n e r  w i t h o u t  g et t i n g  d u p e d  by w h at  we c a l l
“g re e nwa s h i n g ” .
     F i rs t  o f f,  i t ’s  n o s e c ret  t h at  w h at  we s p ray o n  o u r  c o u nte rs  a n d  f l o o rs
eve nt u a l l y  m a ke s i t s  way i nto t h e e nv i ro n m e nt  ( t h i n k wate r  s u p p l i e s ,  a i r
q u a l i t y,  a n d  e c o sys te m s ) .  M a ny t ra d i t i o n a l  c l e a n e rs  a re m a d e w i t h  c h e m i c a l s
t h at  d o n’ t  e a s i l y  b re a k d ow n .  I n s te a d ,  t h ey s t i c k  a ro u n d ,  p o l l u t i n g  o u r
wate r ways a n d  s o m et i m e s h a r m i n g  w i l d l i fe .

     B u t  b e fo re yo u  l o a d  u p yo u r  c a r t  w i t h  “e c o”
eve r y t h i n g ,  h e re’s  t h e t r u t h :  t h e m o s t  s u s ta i n a b l e
t h i n g  yo u  c a n  d o i s  u s e w h at  yo u  a l re a d y h ave.  Af te r
a l l ,  re d u c e i s  t h e f i rs t  R  i n  “re d u c e,  re u s e,  re cyc l e”
fo r  a  re a s o n .  U s i n g  u p yo u r  c u r re nt  c l e a n i n g  s u p p l i e s
( eve n  i f  t h ey ’ re  n ot  p e r fe ct )  b e fo re b u y i n g  n ew o n e s
p reve nt s u n n e c e s s a r y wa s te a n d  ke e p s p ro d u ct s o u t
o f l a n d f i l l s .
     Af te r  t h at ,  fo c u s o n  re u s i n g .  Re f i l l a b l e  b ot t l e s  a n d
c o n c e nt rate d  re f i l l s  a re g a m e c h a n g e rs w h e n  i t
c o m e s to re d u c i n g  p l a s t i c  u s e.  Lo o k fo r  c l e a n e rs  yo u
c a n  b u y i n  b u l k  t h at  c a n  b e d i s t i l l e d  i nto re f i l l a b l e
b ot t l e s .  S o m e b ra n d s,  i n c l u d i n g  B l u e l a n d ,  G rove,  a n d
eve n  Wi n d ex ,  o f fe r  re f i l l a b l e  c l e a n i n g  s o l u t i o n s t h at
c u t  d ow n  s i g n i f i c a nt l y  o n  p a c ka g e wa s te.

S U S T A I N A B L E  C L E A N I N G  P R O D U C T S
T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  T O P I C :

R I L E Y  J A M E S

I N  T H I S  S E R I E S  W E  E X P L O R E  H O W  W E  C A N  B E  S U S T A I N A B L E  T O G E T H E R ,  
R I G H T  H E R E  I N  A T H E N S - C L A R K E  C O U N T Y !  



I n g re d i e n t s  t o  Avo i d :
A m m o n i a  a n d  c h l o r i n e b l e a c h :
e f fe ct i ve b u t  h a rs h  o n  yo u r  l u n g s
a n d  tox i c  i n  wate r ways.
P FAS ( P e r-  a n d  p o l y f l u o ro a l k y l
s u b s ta n c e s ) :  Th e s e “ fo reve r
c h e m i c a l s”  a re fo u n d  i n  s ta i n -
re s i s ta nt  a n d  wate r- re s i s ta nt
p ro d u ct s -  a n d  t h ey d o n’ t  b re a k
d ow n  i n  t h e e nv i ro n m e nt .  Avo i d
t h e m  w h e n  p o s s i b l e  by s te e r i n g
c l e a r  o f  va g u e c l a i m s l i ke “ s ta i n -
re s i s ta nt . ”

Fo r  m o re g u i d a n c e,  c h e c k o u t  t h e E PA’s  g re e n e r  p ro d u ct s g u i d e.

 I  k n ow c l e a n i n g  l a b e l s  c a n  b e c o n f u s i n g  a n d  ove r w h e l m i n g  at  t i m e s.
Wi t h  s o m a ny l a b e l s  o n  t h e s h e l f,  i t ' s  h a rd  to k n ow w h at’s  g re e n  a n d

w h at’s  j u s t  a  g re e n  l a b e l .  H e re a re fo u r  l e g i t  o n e s to l o o k fo r :

W h e n  i t  i s  t i m e to b u y s o m et h i n g  n ew,  t h e
i n g re d i e nt  l i s t  i s  yo u r  b e s t  f r i e n d .  H e re’s  w h at  to
watc h  o u t  fo r :

W h a t  t o  Lo o k  Fo r :
L ow VO C s ( Vo l at i l e  O rg a n i c
C o m p o u n d s ) :  VO C s a re
c h e m i c a l s  t h at  eva p o rate i nto
t h e a i r  a n d  c a n  c a u s e re s p i rato r y
i r r i tat i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n d o o rs .
Lo o k fo r  p ro d u ct s l a b e l e d  “ l ow
VO C” o r  “n o VO C. ”
E c o La b e l s :  Tr u s te d  e c o l a b e l s
c a n  h e l p q u i c k l y  i d e nt i f y  w h i c h
p ro d u ct s a re re p u ta b l e .

E c o Lo g o
O n e o f  t h e m o s t

c re d i b l e  e c o -
c e r t i f i c at i o n s,

c ove r i n g  t h e e nt i re
l i fe  cyc l e  o f  a
p ro d u ct  f ro m
p ro d u ct i o n  to

d i s p o s a l .

G re e n  S e a l
C e r t i f i e d

Fo c u s e s o n  h e a l t h ,
e nv i ro n m e nta l

i m p a ct ,  a n d
p e r fo r m a n c e ( s o

yo u ' re  n ot
s a c r i f i c i n g

e f fe ct i ve n e s s ! )

B P I  C o m p o s t a b l e
Fo r  c o m p o s ta b l e

c l e a n i n g  w i p e s o r
p a c ka g i n g ;  i f  i t

c a r r i e s  t h i s  l a b e l ,  i t
w i l l  b re a k d ow n  i n  a

c o m m e rc i a l
c o m p o s t i n g  fa c i l i t y

S a f e r  C h o i c e
Ve r i f i e d  by t h e U.S.

E nv i ro n m e nta l
P rote ct i o n  Ag e n cy,

t h e s e p ro d u ct s
c o nta i n  s a fe r

c h e m i c a l
i n g re d i e nt s  fo r

h u m a n  h e a l t h  a n d
t h e e nv i ro n m e nt .

https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts/recommendations-specifications-standards-and-ecolabels-federal-purchasing


S o m et i m e s t h e b e s t  c l e a n e r  i s  t h e o n e yo u  m a ke yo u rs e l f !  N ot
o n l y  i s  i t  c h e a p e r  a n d  o f te n  j u s t  a s  e f fe ct i ve,  b u t  yo u  k n ow
exa ct l y  w h at’s  i n  i t .  H e re' s  a  s i m p l e D I Y g e n e ra l  p u r p o s e c l e a n e r :

 Sw i tc h i n g  to s u s ta i n a b l e c l e a n i n g  d o e s n’ t  h ave to m e a n  to s s i n g  o u t  yo u r
e nt i re  c l e a n i n g  c a b i n et  a n d  b u y i n g  a  P i nte re s t-wo r t hy z e ro -wa s te k i t

Re m e m b e r,  we d o n’ t  n e e d  a  h a n d f u l  o f  p e o p l e d o i n g  z e ro wa s te p e r fe ct l y ;
we n e e d  m i l l i o n s o f  p e o p l e d o i n g  i t  i m p e r fe ct l y.  I t ’s  a b o u t  m a k i n g  c o n s c i o u s
c h o i c e s,  o n e s te p at  a  t i m e -  f i n i s h i n g  w h at  yo u  h ave,  re u s i n g  w h at  yo u  c a n ,

a n d  c h o o s i n g  b et te r  w h e n  i t ' s  t i m e to re p l a c e.

I n g re d i e n t s
D i s t i l l e d  w h i te v i n e g a r
D i s t i l l e d  wate r
F ra g ra n c e

S t e p s
1 . M i x  e q u a l  p a r t s  v i n e g a r  a n d  d i s t i l l e d  wate r.  Th e a c i d i t y  i n

v i n e g a r  k i l l s  a  ra n g e o f  p at h o g e n s,  i n c l u d i n g  E .c o l i .  I f  yo u
d o n’ t  h ave d i s t i l l e d  wate r,  b o i l  wate r  a n d  a l l ow i t  to  c o o l .
Wate r  f re e o f  m i n e ra l s  a n d  c h e m i c a l s  i s  i m p o r ta nt  b e c a u s e
s o m et i m e s h a rd  wate r  f ro m  t h e ta p c a n  c re ate wate r  m a r k s
o r  l e ave s c ratc h e s.  B o i l i n g  yo u r  wate r  f i rs t  c a n  f i x  t h at .

2 . Ad d  a  f ra g ra n c e o f  yo u r  c h o i c e.  Th e s m e l l  o f  v i n e g a r  c a n  b e
a  b i t  ro u g h  fo r  s o m e p e o p l e .  Ad d i n g  a  f ra g ra n c e c a n  h e l p
m a s k t h e s m e l l  o f  v i n e g a r  a n d  l e ave yo u r  h o m e s m e l l i n g  a s
c l e a n  a s  i t  fe e l s .  E s s e nt i a l  o i l s  a re a  p e r fe ct  o pt i o n  fo r
g i v i n g  yo u r  c l e a n e r  t h e p e r fe ct  s c e nt .  I f  yo u  d o n’ t  h ave a ny
e s s e nt i a l  o i l s ,  t h row i n  a  l e m o n  p e e l  ( o r  a ny n i c e s m e l l i n g
c i t r u s )  o r  h e r b s t h at  yo u  l i ke ( ro s e m a r y a n d  m i nt  a re g o o d
o pt i o n s ) .

3 . P u t  yo u r  m i x  i nto a  s p ray b ot t l e  a n d  yo u ’ re re a d y to g o !

Fo r  m o re D I Y c l e a n i n g  re c i p e s,  c h e c k
o u t  Th e S p r u c e.

S o  g o  f o r t h  a n d  s c r u b  w i t h  p u r p o s e .  Yo u ’ ve  g o t  t h i s !

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0740002007000330
https://www.thespruce.com/diy-household-cleaners-8672198


SPECIAL ELECTION RUNOFF: DECEMBER 2  2025ND

*IF NEEDED*

ABSENTEE VOTING
To reques t  an  absentee  ba l l o t
fo r  the  Spec ia l  E lec t ion ,  you ’ l l
need  to  comple te  an  Absentee
Ba l lo t  App l i ca t ion .  Your
app l i ca t ion  must  be  rece ived  by
October  24  to  the  reg i s t ra r ’ s
o f f i ce  o f  the  county  you  a re
reg i s te red  to  vote  in .  

t h

Cl ick  here  fo r  the  Georg ia
Of f i c ia l  Absentee  Ba l lo t

App l i ca t ion !   

ELECTION DAY VOTING
You wi l l  need  a  va l id  photo  ID  o r

a  vote r  ident i f i ca t ion  card  to  vote
in  person .  Po l l ing  p laces  a re  open

f rom 7 :00  am to  7 :00  pm on
E lec t ion  Day .  I f  you  a re  in  l ine  by
7 :00  pm ,  you  a re  a l l owed  to  cas t

your  ba l l o t .  

F ind  more  in fo rmat ion  here !

Tuesday October 14  - Friday October 31t h s t

      Advance voting for the GA Public Service
Commission Election will take place Tuesday, October 14
through Friday, October 31 . The location and times were
discussed during the Board of Elections meeting on
September 9 . The location and times will be posted on
the Athens-Clarke County Website closer to the dates.
That information can be found here.

t h

s t

t h

      All persons registered to vote in Athens-Clarke
County may use any location for advance voting, but must
vote in their own precinct on Election Day Voting. For
Advance Voting, you will need to bring a valid photo ID
or a voter identification card.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  A d v a n c e  V o t i n g
s p e c i f i c  t o  A t h e n s ,  c l i c k  h e r e !

ADVANCE VOTING

GEORGIA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSIONER ELECTION 
FOR DISTRICTS 2 & 3 

All Georgia residents vote
for every district,

regardless of where you live
in Georgia!

REGISTER TO VOTE
Are  you  reg i s te red  to  vote?  I f  th i s  w i l l  be  your  f i r s t  t ime  vot ing  you  w i l l  have  to

reg i s te r  to  vote .  You  on ly  have  to  reg i s te r  to  vote  once ,  however  i f  you  have  moved ,
you  may  have  to  update  your  vote r  reg i s t ra t ion .  To  do  so  o r  to  reg i s te r  to  vote  here !  

L A S T  D A Y  T O  R E G I S T E R  T O  V O T E  I N  S P E C I A L  E L E C T I O N :  M O N D A Y  O C T O B E R  6  ‘ 2 5T H

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!

YO
UR

 VOTE MATTERS!

SPECIAL ELECTION:
NOVEMBER 4   2025TH

Don’t l ive in Athens? No problem! To find information on
Advance Voting locations near you, you can search based

on the county you live in.

Find Advance Voting information in every
county, click here!

https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://georgia.gov/vote-in-person-election-day
https://www.accgov.com/advancevoting
https://www.accgov.com/advancevoting
https://www.accgov.com/advancevoting
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/olvr-home#no-back-button
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/advanced-voting-location-information
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/advanced-voting-location-information


J o i n  AC C Le i s u re S e r v i c e s fo r  a  p o l l i n ato r
b i o b l i t z  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e m o nt h  o f  S e pte m b e r.
Pa r t i c i p ate i n  a ny AC C Le i s u re S e r v i c e s p a r k
a n d  s u b m i t  yo u r  o b s e r vat i o n s o n  iNatura l i st .
A l l  yo u  n e e d  i s  a  c a m e ra  a n d  a n  a c c o u nt  o n

iNatura l i st .

C o nta ct  Kate at  S a n d y C re e k N at u re C e nte r
fo r  m o re d eta i l s .  Kate.Mowbray@accgov.com

UPCOMING EVENTS:



w w w . a c c g o v . c o m / f i r e

P U T T I N G  E N E R G Y  I N T O  G R E E N E R  S P A C E S

w w w . a c c g o v . c o m / g r e e n
706-613-3838  

Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department

UPCOMING EVENTS:

http://www.accgov.com/fire
http://www.accgov.com/green

