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Welcome to our monthly newsletter! We are thrilled be able to
share what we are doing at the Athens-Clarke County

Sustainability Department with you. Join us each month as we
explore all things sustainability and how you can get involved!



        Mimosa, also known as silk tree or silky acacia, is easy to spot along roadsides and woodland
edges this time of year thanks to its showy pink flowers. Native to Asia, it was introduced to the
United States in the late 1700s. Some sources credit French botanist André Michaux with bringing
seeds from Persia to his nursery in Charleston, South Carolina. By the early 1800s, mimosa was
being sold commercially, and by 1950, it had become established in the wild in Georgia. Today, it
grows in more than half of the U.S. and is considered a highly invasive species throughout the
Southeast.
        Mimosa is a small deciduous tree that usually grows 10 to 15 feet tall, though it can reach up to
40 feet. It may have a single trunk or multiple stems. Its leaves are feathery and fern-like, with a
twice-pinnate structure. 

C H R I S T I A N  S N E A D

Jo in  us  e ach  month in  th i s  new ser i e s  a s  we  l earn  about  d i f ferent  invas i ve  spec i e s !

M I M O S A  L E A V E S
P H O T O  C R E D I T :  J A M E S  H .  M I L L E R ,

U S D A  F O R E S T  S E R V I C E ,  B U G W O O D

D I A G R A M  C R E D I T :  “ W H A T  I S  A  C O M P O U N D  L E A F  I N  P L A N T S ? ”
B Y  G U I L I A  G R A Z I A T I ,  T H E D A I L Y E C O

https://www.thedailyeco.com/what-is-a-compound-leaf-in-plants-94.html


P H O T O  C R E D I T ( L E F T ,  T O P ) :  C H R I S ,
E V A N S  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  I L L I N O I S ,
B U G W O O D

P H O T O  C R E D I T  ( T O P ,  R I G H T ) :  L E S L E Y
I N G R A M ,  B U G W O O D

P H O T O  C R E D I T ( B O T T O M ,  R I G H T ) :
F R A N K L I N  B O N N E R ,  U S F S ( R E T . ) ,
B U G W O O D

F O R  S O U R C E S  C L I C K  H E R E !

        The tree flowers from May through August, producing clusters of fragrant, silky, pink
pompom-shaped blooms at the tips of its branches.
        Mimosa fruit forms in long, flat pods about six inches in length. These pods grow in clusters
and change from light green to brown in late summer before splitting open to release 5 to 10
oval-shaped seeds. The seeds have hard, waterproof coats that allow them to stay dormant in
the soil for up to five years.

        Like many invasive species, mimosa spreads quickly. It
produces large numbers of seeds and can also regenerate
through root suckers—shoots that grow from the base roots and
can form new trees. Mimosa thrives in disturbed soils and is
commonly found along roadsides, stream banks, forest edges,
open lots, and even shaded areas. While it grows best in full sun
and well-drained soil, it easily tolerates drought, poor soil,
shade, flooding, wind, and salt. Mimosa also alters the nitrogen
levels in the soil, helping itself grow while harming native plants
and disrupting natural habitats.
        Several methods are effective for removing mimosa. For
small seedlings, manual removal works well—especially if done
before the plant sets seed. Be sure to remove the entire root
system to prevent re-sprouting. For larger trees, cutting them
down and applying herbicide to the freshly cut surface is more
effective. A diluted solution of either glyphosate or triclopyr can
be used to kill the remaining root system and prevent regrowth.

https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/108146/Invasive-of-the-Month-Sources-Mimosa


TIPS FOR A GREENER LIFESTYLE!

        School may be out but summer is in! Whether you’re headed on a lavish tropical vacation or
simply trying to beat the heat in town, we’ve got a couple tips and tricks to help keep your
energy bill low —even in rising temperatures!

T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  T O P I C :

H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  t h e r m o s t a t  s e t
t o  7 8  d e g r e e s  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  f o r  o p t i m a l  e n e r g y  s a v i n g s
( G e o r g i a  P o w e r ) .  

W e ’ v e  s a i d  i t  b e f o r e ,  a n d  w e ’ l l  s a y  i t  a g a i n :  t u r n  o n  y o u r
f a n s !  F a n s  c a n  m a k e  y o u r  s p a c e  f e e l  5  d e g r e e s  c o o l e r
i m p r o v i n g  y o u r  c o m f o r t  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  t u r n  d o w n  t h e
A C  ( G e o r g i a  P o w e r ) .

A n d  r e m e m b e r  t o  c l o s e  y o u  b l i n d s  o r  c u r t a i n s  d u r i n g  t h e
d a y  t o  b l o c k  s u n l i g h t  f r o m  a d d i n g  e x t r a  h e a t  t o  a  r o o m .

B u m p  u p  y o u r  A C  w h e n  h e a d i n g  i n t o  w o r k  o r  g o i n g  o n
v a c a t i o n !  T h e  U S  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n e r g y  r e p o r t s
h o u s e h o l d s  c a n  e x p e c t  t o  s a v e  ~ 1 0 %  o f  e n e r g y  c o s t s  b y
b u m p i n g  u p  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  b y  7 - 1 0  d e g r e e s  f o r  t h e  w o r k
d a y .  N o t e :  I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  s i m p l y  t u r n
o f f  y o u r  A C  a s  i t  t a k e s  m o r e  e n e r g y  t o  c o o l  d o w n  a  v e r y
h o t  h o u s e  v s  k e e p i n g  a  u n i t  a t  a  s p e c i f i c  t e m p e r a t u r e .
A l s o ,  r e m e m b e r  t o  b e  m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  p e t s  ( o r
p l a n t s ! )  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  r a n g e  a n y  m e d i c a t i o n
s h o u l d  b e  s t o r e d  a t .  ( U S  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n e r g y )

https://www.georgiapower.com/residential/save-money-and-energy/home-energy-efficiency-and-savings/energy-efficiency-tips.html
https://www.georgiapower.com/residential/save-money-and-energy/home-energy-efficiency-and-savings/energy-efficiency-tips/summer-ee-tips.html
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/programmable-thermostats


AMI Category Savings Range Incentive Limit Max Incentive

Less than
80%

20%-34% Up to 98% $10,000

Greater Than or
Equal To 35%

Up to 98% $16,000

Greater
Than or
Equal to
80%

20%-34% Up to 50% $2,000

Greater Than or
Equal to 35%

Up to 50% $4,000

Income Eligibility Rebate

Below 80% AMI Up to 100% of the
total project cost.

At or above 80%
to 150% AMI

Up to 50% of the
total project cost.

US Housing and Urban Development Department FY 2025 Income for Athens-Clarke County

Persons in Family

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

80% of AMI $52,850 $60,400 $67,950 $75,450 $81,500 $87,550 $93,600 $99,600

H O M E  E L E C T R I F I C A T I O N  A N DH O M E  E L E C T R I F I C A T I O N  A N D
A P P L I A N C E  R E B A T E  ( H E A R )A P P L I A N C E  R E B A T E  ( H E A R )

P R O G R A MP R O G R A M
                T h e  H o m e  E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  a n dT h e  H o m e  E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  a n d
A p p l i a n c e  R e b a t e  p r o g r a m  ( H E A R )A p p l i a n c e  R e b a t e  p r o g r a m  ( H E A R )
p r o v i d e s  p o i n t - o f - s a l e  r e b a t e s  t op r o v i d e s  p o i n t - o f - s a l e  r e b a t e s  t o
h o u s e h o l d s  o n  s p e c i f i c  e n e r g yh o u s e h o l d s  o n  s p e c i f i c  e n e r g y
e f f i c i e n c y  h o m e  u p g r a d e s ,e f f i c i e n c y  h o m e  u p g r a d e s ,
p r i m a r i l y  f o c u s i n g  o n  a p p l i a n c e sp r i m a r i l y  f o c u s i n g  o n  a p p l i a n c e s
a n d  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n .  T h ea n d  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n .  T h e
c o n t r a c t o r / i n s t a l l e r  p a s s e s  o nc o n t r a c t o r / i n s t a l l e r  p a s s e s  o n
r e b a t e  s a v i n g s  t o  t h e  h o u s e h o l d .r e b a t e  s a v i n g s  t o  t h e  h o u s e h o l d .
T h i s  p r o g r a m  a l s o  o f f e r s  a  D I YT h i s  p r o g r a m  a l s o  o f f e r s  a  D I Y
P a t h w a y  f o r  h o m e o w n e r s  o rP a t h w a y  f o r  h o m e o w n e r s  o r
t e n a n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i nt e n a n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
r e p l a c i n g / i n s t a l l i n g  k i t c h e nr e p l a c i n g / i n s t a l l i n g  k i t c h e n
a p p l i a n c e s  t h e m s e l v e s .  H E A R  i sa p p l i a n c e s  t h e m s e l v e s .  H E A R  i s
o p e n  t o  G e o r g i a  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h  l e s so p e n  t o  G e o r g i a  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h  l e s s
t h a n  1 5 0 %  o f  t h e  a r e a s  m e d i a nt h a n  1 5 0 %  o f  t h e  a r e a s  m e d i a n
i n c o m e  ( A M I )  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t y .i n c o m e  ( A M I )  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t y .   

H O M E  E F F I C I E N C Y  R E B A T E SH O M E  E F F I C I E N C Y  R E B A T E S   
( H E R )  P R O G R A M( H E R )  P R O G R A M

                T h e  H o m e  E f f i c i e n c y  R e b a t e s  ( H E R )T h e  H o m e  E f f i c i e n c y  R e b a t e s  ( H E R )
p r o v i d e s  G e o r g i a  h o u s e h o l d s  r e b a t e s  f o r  e n e r g yp r o v i d e s  G e o r g i a  h o u s e h o l d s  r e b a t e s  f o r  e n e r g y
s a v i n g  h o m e  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  H o u s e h o l d s  m u s ts a v i n g  h o m e  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  H o u s e h o l d s  m u s t
f i r s t  h a v e  a  p r o g r a m - a p p r o v e d  c o n t r a c t o rf i r s t  h a v e  a  p r o g r a m - a p p r o v e d  c o n t r a c t o r
c o n d u c t  a  h o m e  e n e r g y  a s s e s s m e n t .  T h i sc o n d u c t  a  h o m e  e n e r g y  a s s e s s m e n t .  T h i s
a s s e s s m e n t  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  h o m ea s s e s s m e n t  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  h o m e
u p g r a d e s  w i l l  i m p r o v e  t h e  c o m f o r t  a n d  e n e r g yu p g r a d e s  w i l l  i m p r o v e  t h e  c o m f o r t  a n d  e n e r g y
s a v i n g s  o f  a  h o m e .  C o n t r a c t o r s  p a s s  r e b a t es a v i n g s  o f  a  h o m e .  C o n t r a c t o r s  p a s s  r e b a t e
s a v i n g s  o n  t o  t h e  h o m e o w n e r .  T h i s  r e b a t es a v i n g s  o n  t o  t h e  h o m e o w n e r .  T h i s  r e b a t e
r a n g e s  f r o m  $ 2 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 1 6 , 0 0 0  p e r  h o u s e h o l d .r a n g e s  f r o m  $ 2 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 1 6 , 0 0 0  p e r  h o u s e h o l d .
T h e  r e b a t e  v a l u e  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  aT h e  r e b a t e  v a l u e  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a  h o u s e h o l d ’ s  i n c o m e  r e l a t i v e  t oc o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a  h o u s e h o l d ’ s  i n c o m e  r e l a t i v e  t o
t h e i r  l o c a l  a r e a ’ s  m e d i a n  i n c o m e  ( A M I )  a n d  t h et h e i r  l o c a l  a r e a ’ s  m e d i a n  i n c o m e  ( A M I )  a n d  t h e
t o t a l  e x p e c t e d  e n e r g y  s a v i n g s  o f  t h e  h o m et o t a l  e x p e c t e d  e n e r g y  s a v i n g s  o f  t h e  h o m e
i m p r o v e m e n t s .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  i s  a l s o  o p e n  t oi m p r o v e m e n t s .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  i s  a l s o  o p e n  t o
m u l t i f a m i l y  b u i l d i n g s .m u l t i f a m i l y  b u i l d i n g s .

H O W  T O  T A K E  A D V A N T A G E  O F  T H E  G E O R G I A  F I N A N C E
A U T H O R I T Y ’ S  H O M E  E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N C Y  P R O G R A M S

        The Georgia Environmental Finance Authority (GEFA) is a state managed organization that
provides financing for water, wastewater, solid waste, and land conservation investments while
also administering energy efficiency and renewable energy programs. GEFA currently has two
rebate programs for home energy efficiency, electrification and appliance upgrades:

https://energystar.my.site.com/ENERGYSTAR/s/article/Does-using-a-microwave-over-a-regular-oven-save-energy-1600088466973#:~:text=Yes%2C%20microwave%20ovens%20use%20less,conditioning%20costs%20during%20the%20summer.
https://energystar.my.site.com/ENERGYSTAR/s/article/Does-using-a-microwave-over-a-regular-oven-save-energy-1600088466973#:~:text=Yes%2C%20microwave%20ovens%20use%20less,conditioning%20costs%20during%20the%20summer.
https://energystar.my.site.com/ENERGYSTAR/s/article/Does-using-a-microwave-over-a-regular-oven-save-energy-1600088466973#:~:text=Yes%2C%20microwave%20ovens%20use%20less,conditioning%20costs%20during%20the%20summer.
https://energystar.my.site.com/ENERGYSTAR/s/article/Does-using-a-microwave-over-a-regular-oven-save-energy-1600088466973#:~:text=Yes%2C%20microwave%20ovens%20use%20less,conditioning%20costs%20during%20the%20summer.
https://energyrebates.georgia.gov/


        Located just south of Five Points, Memorial Park holds a special place in Athens’
heart. Home to Athens Creative Theatre (Quinn Hall) and the Bear Hollow Zoo which
shelters a variety of non-releasable native animals, park goers can enjoy both black
bears and ballads! 

        The parks’ 72 acre expanse features a pool (recently opened for the summer
season), a dog park, several basketball courts, and the scenic Birchmore Trail.

        . . . And as of last week, the park also boasts a ~30 kilowatt (sized) solar system
located on the Recreation Hall! While you may not be able to see this system from the
ground, these panels —funded through SPLOST 2020 Project 11— will produce over
30,000 kilowatt hours of energy a year, equivalent to ~40% of the buildings’ energy
needs and three times what an average household uses in energy annually.

        “We certainly look forward to [the energy saving],” said Memorial Park Facilities
Supervisor John McKinney about the solar installation. 

        When asked what the resident bears Athena (15) and Yonah (15) thought of the
newly installed solar, Kelly Garrison the Zoo’s Coordinator said “As the trouble-maker,
Athena would think the panels were a new toy to break, but Yonah who is the rule-
follower would try to explain to her that renewable energy is the best practice for a
sustainable future.” Luckily for Yonah, the bear enclosure is more than capable of
keeping Athena’s mischief from Memorial Parks’ solar panels!

Hannah Chaffee

https://www.accgov.com/memorial


‘ W I N D E D  E N E R G Y ’  F O R  T H E  W I N !
Employee Volleyball
H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

        Athens-Clarke County
Sustainability Department rounded
out their first foray into the annual
ACC Employee Volleyball League
earlier this month, making it to the
semi-finals in the season-end
tournament. The team, known as
Winded Energy, primarily consisted of
Sustainability Department staff but
was lucky enough to also have
Tucker Duval from the Finance
Department and Dogacan (Will)
Williams from the ACC Police
Department on the team. 
        The team also included Habitat
Techs Imir Robinson and Bay Noland-
Armstrong, Ecological Resource
Coordinator and Team Captain 

Stephanie Green, Program Support
Specialist Hannah Chaffee, and
“Energy Guy” Joey Crews who could
be seen wearing his game day Bluey
shirt to every match. 
        The team won the unofficial ‘Most
Improved’ award thanks to Stephanie
Green’s killer serve and the expert
coaching of the team’s MVP Will.
Habitat Tech Bay Noland-Armstrong
was a key player throughout the
season but was offered a job
conducting avian field research in
Oregon and had to leave before the
season concluded. She will be deeply
missed both on and off the court!
         The team is excited to play again
next year with championship hopes.
Until then they’ll be “warming the
bench but not the planet!”

‘ W I N D E D  E N E R G Y ’  A F T E R  E M P L O Y E E  V O L L E Y B A L L  F I N A L S

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  S T A F F  ( L E F T  T O  R I G H T )  I M I R
R O B I N S O N ,  H A N N A H  C H A F F E E ,  B A Y  N O L A N D -

A R M S T R O N G ,  C H R I S T I A N  S N E A D ,  A N D  S T E P H A N I E  G R E E N
A T  A U G A R  P L A Z A  C L E A N - U P  V O L U N T E E R  D A Y



ABSENTEE VOTING
To reques t  an  absentee  ba l l o t ,
you ’ l l  need  to  comple te  an
Absentee  Ba l lo t  App l i ca t ion .
Your  app l i ca t ion  must  be
rece ived  by  June  6 th  to  the
reg i s t ra r ’ s  o f f i ce  o f  the  county
you  are  reg i s te red  to  vote  in .  

C l i ck  here  fo r  the  Georg ia
Of f i c ia l  Absentee  Ba l lo t

App l i ca t ion !   

ELECTION DAY VOTING
You wi l l  need  a  va l id  photo  ID  o r

a  vote r  ident i f i ca t ion  card  to  vote
in  person .  Po l l ing  p laces  a re  open

f rom 7 :00  am to  7 :00  pm on
E lec t ion  Day .  I f  you  a re  in  l ine  by
7 :00  pm ,  you  a re  a l l owed  to  cas t

your  ba l l o t .  

F ind  more  in fo rmat ion  here !

REGISTER TO VOTE
Are  you  reg i s te red  to  vote?  I f  th i s  w i l l  be  your  f i r s t  t ime  vot ing  you  w i l l  have  to  reg i s te r  to

vote .  You  on ly  have  to  reg i s te r  to  vote  once ,  however  i f  you  have  moved ,  you  may  have  to
update  your  vote r  reg i s t ra t ion .  To  do  so  o r  to  reg i s te r  to  vote  here !  

L A S T  D A Y  T O  R E G I S T E R  T O  V O T E  I N  T H E  S P E C I A L  E L E C T I O N  P R I M A R Y :  M O N D A Y  M A Y  1 9  ‘ 2 5T H

 L A S T  D A Y  T O  R E G I S T E R  T O  V O T E  I N  S P E C I A L  E L E C T I O N :  M O N D A Y  O C T O B E R  6  ‘ 2 5T H

GEORGIA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSIONER ELECTION 
FOR DISTRICTS 2 & 3 

Ear ly  vot ing  takes  p lace  Monday  through  Saturday
May 27th  through  June  13 .  Be low are  the  Ear ly
Vot ing  locat ions  and  hours  fo r  Athens-C larke  County .
You  can  vote  a t  any  ear ly  vot ing  locat ion  w i th in  your
reg i s te red  county  (compared  to  E lec t ion  Day  vot ing
which  requ i res  you  to  vote  in  your  p rec inc t ) .  You  w i l l
need  to  b r ing  a  va l id  photo  ID  o r  a  vote r
ident i f i ca t ion  card .

t h

A t h e n s - C l a r k e  C o u n t y  E l e c t i o n s  O f f i c e
1 5 5  E .  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t  A t h e n s  G A  3 0 6 0 1
T u e s d a y  M a y  2 7 - F r i d a y  M a y  3 0 :  8 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p m  t h t h

S a t u r d a y  M a y  3 1 :  9 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p ms t

M o n d a y  J u n e  2  - F r i d a y  J u n e  6 :  8 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p m   n d t h

S a t u r d a y  J u n e  7 :  9 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p m  t h

M o n d a y  J u n e  9  - T u e s d a y  J u n e  1 0 :  8 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p mt h t h

W e d n e s d a y  J u n e  1 1 :  8 : 0 0 a m - 7 : 0 0 p mt h

T h u r s d a y  J u n e  1 2  - F r i d a y  J u n e  1 3 :  8 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p mt h t h

EARLY VOTING

A t h e n s - C l a r k e  C o u n t y  R e g i o n a l  L i b r a r y
2 0 2 5  B a x t e r  S t r e e t  A t h e n s  G A  3 0 6 0 6  
S a t u r d a y  J u n e  7 :  9 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p m  t h

M o n d a y  J u n e  9 :  8 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p mt h

T u e s d a y  J u n e  1 0 :  8 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p mt h

W e d n e s d a y  J u n e  1 1 :  8 : 0 0 a m  -  7 : 0 0 p mt h

T h u r s d a y  J u n e  1 2 :  8 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p mt h

F r i d a y  J u n e  1 3 :  8 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p m   t h

I f  t h e r e  i s  a  S p e c i a l  P r i m a r y  R u n o f f ,  e a r l y  v o t i n g  f o r
s u c h  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e g i n  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  n o
l a t e r  t h a n  M o n d a y  J u l y  7  -  F r i d a y  J u l y  1 1 .t h t h

A d v a n c e d  v o t i n g  f o r  t h e  G e n e r a l  S p e c i a l  E l e c t i o n
w i l l  b e g i n  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  n o  l a t e r  t h a n
M o n d a y  N o v e m b e r  2 4  -  F r i d a y  N o v e m b e r  2 8 .  t h t h

L e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  e a r l y  v o t i n g ! YO
UR

 VOTE MATTERS!

https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://georgia.gov/vote-in-person-election-day
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/olvr-home#no-back-button
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/advanced-voting-location-information?election=a0pcs000009sUlVAAU&countyName=CLARKE&page=advpollingplace

