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Welcome to the twelfth issue of our monthly newsletter! We
are thrilled be able to share what we are doing at the Athens-

Clarke County Sustainability Department with you. Join us each
month as we explore all things sustainability and how you can

get involved!
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        We’ve been waiting and it’s finally here: for the first
time in 5 years, Georgia will be holding a Special Election
for the Public Service Commission!
        The Georgia Public Service Commission (commonly
referred to as the PSC) is a state governing body that
oversees multiple utility industries. They make decisions
on how much clean energy Georgia Power must use,
how much Georgia Power can charge costumers for
utilities and which costumers have to bear financial
loads for expanding energy production.
        The PSC is made up of one representative from each
of the 5 Public Service Commission Districts (see
graphic). Terms last 6 years and voting for seats is
staggered. Candidates must reside in the district they
are running for, but the same rule does not apply to
voters. Georgia voters can vote in every PSC district
election, regardless of which district they live in.
        Skip to the next page for important voting dates
and guidelines, check out our previous articles
covering the basics of the Public Service Commission
and what Athens-Clarke County is advocating for in
PSC hearings, or continue reading to learn about why
this isn’t a normal election.
        In 2022, a case was filed with a federal district judge
challenging this at-large method of electing
Commissioners on the grounds that elected
Commissioners are not true representatives of their
districts as they are selected by all Georgia voters and
not exclusively by voters of their districts. The judge
ruled that this method unfairly reduced the value of
Black voters’ voices, violating the Voting Rights Act of
1965. This ruling was eventually overturned, but during
the lengthy litigation Georgia Secretary of State Brad
Raffensperger cancelled the 2022 and 2024 Pubic
Service Commission elections (for District 2, 3 and 5).
After the pause on elections were lifted, the Georgia
legislature passed a bill which extended the terms of
current Commissioners and shortened the terms for the
next Commissioners elected to District 2 and 3. This bill
outlined that District 2 and District 3 elections would be
postponed to 2025, District 5 elections to 2026 and
District 1 and 4 election to 2028.

H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

THE PSC REGULATES:
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DISTRICT 5: Tricia
Pridemore

DISTRICT 1: 
Jason Shaw, 

PSC Chairman

DISTRICT 4: Lauren “Bubba” McDonald

DISTRICT 3: Fitz Johnson

DISTRICT 2: 
Tim Echols, Vice-Chair

PSC COMMISSIONERS:

F O R  S O U R C E S  C L I C K  H E R E !

https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/107224/The-Public-Service-Commission
https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/107228/ACCGovs-Participation-in-the-IRP
https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/107228/ACCGovs-Participation-in-the-IRP
https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/legislation/document/20232024/228438
https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/107501/Your-Vote-has-Power-Sources


ABSENTEE VOTING
To reques t  an  absentee  ba l l o t ,
you ’ l l  need  to  comple te  an
Absentee  Ba l lo t  App l i ca t ion .
Your  app l i ca t ion  must  be
rece ived  by  June  6 th  to  the
reg i s t ra r ’ s  o f f i ce  o f  the  county
you  are  reg i s te red  to  vote  in .  

C l i ck  here  fo r  the  Georg ia
Of f i c ia l  Absentee  Ba l lo t

App l i ca t ion !   

ELECTION DAY VOTING
You wi l l  need  a  va l id  photo  ID  o r

a  vote r  ident i f i ca t ion  card  to  vote
in  person .  Po l l ing  p laces  a re  open

f rom 7 :00  am to  7 :00  pm on
E lec t ion  Day .  I f  you  a re  in  l ine  by
7 :00  pm ,  you  a re  a l l owed  to  cas t

your  ba l l o t .  

F ind  more  in fo rmat ion  here !

REGISTER TO VOTE
Are  you  reg i s te red  to  vote?  I f  th i s  w i l l  be  your  f i r s t  t ime  vot ing  you  w i l l  have  to  reg i s te r  to

vote .  You  on ly  have  to  reg i s te r  to  vote  once ,  however  i f  you  have  moved ,  you  may  have  to
update  your  vote r  reg i s t ra t ion .  To  do  so  o r  to  reg i s te r  to  vote  here !  

L A S T  D A Y  T O  R E G I S T E R  T O  V O T E  I N  T H E  S P E C I A L  E L E C T I O N  P R I M A R Y :  M O N D A Y  M A Y  1 9  ‘ 2 5T H

 L A S T  D A Y  T O  R E G I S T E R  T O  V O T E  I N  S P E C I A L  E L E C T I O N :  M O N D A Y  O C T O B E R  6  ‘ 2 5T H

GEORGIA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSIONER ELECTION 
FOR DISTRICTS 2 & 3 

Ear ly  vot ing  takes  p lace  Monday  through  Saturday
May 27th  through  June  13 .  Be low are  the  Ear ly
Vot ing  locat ions  and  hours  fo r  Athens-C larke  County .
You  can  vote  a t  any  ear ly  vot ing  locat ion  w i th in  your
reg i s te red  county  (compared  to  E lec t ion  Day  vot ing
which  requ i res  you  to  vote  in  your  p rec inc t ) .  You  w i l l
need  to  b r ing  a  va l id  photo  ID  o r  a  vote r
ident i f i ca t ion  card .

t h

A t h e n s - C l a r k e  C o u n t y  E l e c t i o n s  O f f i c e
1 5 5  E .  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t  A t h e n s  G A  3 0 6 0 1
T u e s d a y  M a y  2 7 - F r i d a y  M a y  3 0 :  8 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p m  t h t h

S a t u r d a y  M a y  3 1 :  9 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p ms t

M o n d a y  J u n e  2  - F r i d a y  J u n e  6 :  8 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p m   n d t h

S a t u r d a y  J u n e  7 :  9 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p m  t h

M o n d a y  J u n e  9  - T u e s d a y  J u n e  1 0 :  8 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p mt h t h

W e d n e s d a y  J u n e  1 1 :  8 : 0 0 a m - 7 : 0 0 p mt h

T h u r s d a y  J u n e  1 2  - F r i d a y  J u n e  1 3 :  8 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p mt h t h

EARLY VOTING

A t h e n s - C l a r k e  C o u n t y  R e g i o n a l  L i b r a r y
2 0 2 5  B a x t e r  S t r e e t  A t h e n s  G A  3 0 6 0 6  
S a t u r d a y  J u n e  7 :  9 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p m  t h

M o n d a y  J u n e  9 :  8 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p mt h

T u e s d a y  J u n e  1 0 :  8 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p mt h

W e d n e s d a y  J u n e  1 1 :  8 : 0 0 a m  -  7 : 0 0 p mt h

T h u r s d a y  J u n e  1 2 :  8 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p mt h

F r i d a y  J u n e  1 3 :  8 : 0 0 a m  -  5 : 0 0 p m   t h

I f  t h e r e  i s  a  S p e c i a l  P r i m a r y  R u n o f f ,  e a r l y  v o t i n g  f o r
s u c h  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e g i n  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  n o
l a t e r  t h a n  M o n d a y  J u l y  7  -  F r i d a y  J u l y  1 1 .t h t h

A d v a n c e d  v o t i n g  f o r  t h e  G e n e r a l  S p e c i a l  E l e c t i o n
w i l l  b e g i n  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  n o  l a t e r  t h a n
M o n d a y  N o v e m b e r  2 4  -  F r i d a y  N o v e m b e r  2 8 .  t h t h

L e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  e a r l y  v o t i n g ! YO
U

’R
E VOTE MATTERS!

https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://georgia.gov/vote-in-person-election-day
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/olvr-home#no-back-button
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/advanced-voting-location-information?election=a0pcs000009sUlVAAU&countyName=CLARKE&page=advpollingplace


A T H E N S - C L A R K E  C O U N T Y  C O M M U N I T Y  C E L E B R A T E S
S O L A R  P A N E L S  I N S T A L L E D  A T  L I B R A R Y

O N E  F O R  T H E  B O O K S

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  A N D R E W  S T I C H A ,  A C C  L E I S U R E  S E R V I C E S
A C C  E M P L O Y E E S  A T  T H E  G O S P  G R A N T  C E L E B R A T I O N

H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

described the installation as “a
testament of Athens’ dedication
to the next generation” when
asked about the project.
        Funded through a
combination of grant and
SPLOST 2020 Project 23 and 11
allocations, the 141-Kilowatt
system will supply 20% of the
library’s annual energy needs or
the same as powering 27 homes
for an entire year! Library goers
will be able to see the solar
array’s live energy production on
a display screen located at the
entrance of the building. This
installation will not only move
ACCGov closer to our clean and
renewable energy goals, but will
also save ~$25,000 a year in
utility costs.
        The panels, installed by 

Solar Sun World, are dual-axis
trackers. They rotate both up
and down as well as side to side,
slowly following the path of the
sun throughout the day like
giant metallic flowers. This
allows the panels to optimize
the amount of light they receive. 
        Accompanying the project,
a publicly available level 3 fast
charger will be installed, directly
powered by the panels. This
charger, funded separately
through SPLOST 2020 Project
11, will be the first level 3
installed by ACCGov.
         Want to learn more about
sustainability and renewable
energy? The Athens-Clarke
County Library system has a
wide array of resources -pun
intended!

        A small crowd gathered in
front of the Athens-Clarke
County Library for the
dedication of the newly installed
solar panels on April 2  2025.
The Athens Regional Library
System serves over 240,000
residents across five counties,
supporting literacy while
providing information services,
audiovisual materials, along with
local history and genealogy
resources.  

nd

        Several leaders spoke at the
event including Mayor Kelly
Girtz, State Librarian and Athens’
resident Julie Walker, newly
hired Athens Regional Library
System Executive Director Beth
McIntyre and ACCGov
Sustainability Department
Director Mike Wharton who

T H E  M A Y O R  S P E A K S  T O  C R O W D  A T  L I B R A R Y  S O L A R  D E D I C A T I O N
P H O T O  C R E D I T :  H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

V I E W  F R O M  S O L A R  P A N E L S  F R O M  B E L O W
P H O T O  C R E D I T :  H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

https://www.solarsunworld.com/
https://athenslibrary.org/location/athens-clarke/
https://athenslibrary.org/location/athens-clarke/


To learn more about the Athens-Clarke County Library Solar
and other renewable energy projects check out our website!

T O P :  E L E C T R I C  V E H I C L E  C H A R G I N G  P A R K I N G  S P A C E S  A T  L I B R A R Y
B O T T O M :  S O L A R  P A N E L  A T  A T H E N S - C L A R K E  C O U N T Y  L I B R A R Y

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

A T T E N D E E S  H O L D  U P  E N E R G Y  A N D  L I B R A R Y  T H E M E D  C O O K I E S :  S U N ,
S O L A R  P A N E L ,  L I G H T  B U L B ,  B O O K ,  A N D  B O O K  C H E C K  O U T  C A R D  

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

https://www.accgov.com/11016/Renewable-Energy-Projects


TIPS FOR A GREENER LIFESTYLE!

T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  T O P I C :

K A T I E  K I R K L A N D  
P R O G R A M  E D U C A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T  
W A T E R  C O N S E R V A T I O N  O F F I C E  |  P U B L I C  U T I L I T I E S  D E P A R T M E N T  

WITH THE WATER CONSERVATION OFF ICEWITH THE WATER CONSERVATION OFF ICE

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  A U D R E Y  H U G H E S
H E A D W O R K S  S M E L L S  A T  T H E

C E D A R  C R E E K  W A T E R
R E C L A M A T I O N  F A C I L I T Y

        When it comes to sustainable water use at home, people of
all ages can share ways to use water wisely, such as not
running the water while brushing their teeth and taking shorter
showers. However, we would like to offer some tips to help
sustain our infrastructure, specifically regarding sewers, and
reduce waste.
              Taking a tour of one of our three water reclamation facilities offers an excellent
opportunity to learn about and observe behaviors that can be improved when caring
for our sewer system. If you take a look inside headworks, where solids (mostly
trash) are removed from the wastewater, you are sure to see certain types of trash.
Let me enlighten you about the items we see most frequently and the industry
names for some of these unique treasures. You will always encounter condoms
(Oconee River Whitefish), tampon applicators (beach whistles), and wipes tangled
up (mopheads), along with many other items that do not belong in the sewer. All the
trash we screen out of the wastewater will be taken to the landfill, and there is a cost
for each load we deliver. Not only can trash damage the machinery we use to clean
the wastewater and cause clogs, but as the pounds of trash we send to the landfill
increase, so does the cost of our operations. 
         So, what are some solutions to this trashiness? Of course, we promote the 4 Ps
of Flushing so that instead of listing everything that shouldn’t be flushed, we can
state the only things that should be flushed: Pee, Poo, Paper, and Puke. However,
that doesn’t eliminate this trash from existing. Here are some sustainable solutions
for our main offenders:



CONDOMS
P l e a s e d o n ot  s to p u s i n g  t h e s e.  I ’ ve  g ot  n ot h i n g  fo r  yo u  to re p l a c e t h i s  w i t h .
A l l  we a s k i s  t h a t  yo u  d o n ot  f l u s h  t h e m .  As s tate d  a b ove,  h av i n g  a  t ra s h  c a n
w i t h  a  l i d  c a n  b e a n  o pt i o n  fo r  m o re d i s c re et  a n d  l e s s  f ra g ra nt  d i s p o s a l .  

PERIOD PRODUCTS
Th e re a re s eve ra l  o pt i o n s fo r  a  z e ro -wa s te p e r i o d  t h a t
e l i m i n a te t h e p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f l u s h i n g  p e r i o d  p ro d u ct s d ow n  t h e
to i l et .  Re u s a b l e m e n s t r u a l  d i s c s o r  c u p s a re exc e l l e nt  c h o i c e s
f o r  i n s e r ta b l e i te m s.  Re u s a b l e p a d s a n d  p e r i o d  u n d e r we a r  a re
g re a t  o pt i o n s f o r  exte r n a l  p rote ct i o n .  I f  t h e s e o pt i o n s a re n ot
yo u r  c u p o f  te a ,  s i m p l y  e n s u re t h at  p e r i o d  p ro d u ct s d o n ot
e n te r  t h e s ewe rs by a l ways d i s p o s i n g  o f  t h e m  i n  t h e t ra s h .  

“ F l u s h a b l e” w i p e s a re m o re d u ra b l e
a n d  c a n  l e ave a  c l e a n e r  fe e l i n g  t h a n
to i l et  p a p e r  a l o n e.  C o n s i d e r  i n s ta l l i n g
a  b i d et  i f  i t  i s  t h e c l e a n  fe e l i n g  yo u
a re c h a s i n g .  S eve ra l  e a sy- to - i n s ta l l
b i d et  o pt i o n s wo u l d  c o s t  l e s s  t h a n  a
ye a r ’s  s u p p l y  o f  w i p e s.  I f  t h e
d u ra b i l i t y  o f  a  w i p e i s  w h at  ke e p s
t h e m  i n  yo u r  b a t h ro o m ,  c o n s i d e r
ex p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  d i f fe re nt  s e pt i c -
s a f e to i l et  p a p e r  b ra n d s.  I f  yo u  d o n’ t
wa n t  to  c h a n g e t h e h a b i t  o f  u s i n g
w i p e s,  c h a n g e t h e h a b i t  o f  f l u s h i n g
t h e m .  Wi p e s a re d et r i m e nta l  to  s ewe r
a n d  s e pt i c  sys te m s.  A  d e d i c a te d  t ra s h
c a n  w i t h  a  l i d  c a n  p rov i d e a  m o re
d i s c re et  a n d  l e s s  f ra g ra nt  d i s p o s a l
o pt i o n .  

“FLUSHABLE” WIPES
9 0 0  L B  M O P H E A D

P H O T O  C R E D I T :
A C C G O V  P U D

COMMON CULPRITS:

        Th a n k yo u  fo r  d o i n g  yo u r  p a r t  to  ke e p o u r  s ewe rs h a p py !  I f  yo u
a l re a d y fo l l ow o u r  4  P s  o f  f l u s h i n g ,  t h e b e s t  t h i n g  yo u  c a n  d o i s  s p re a d  t h e
wo rd  to ot h e rs  to  h e l p u s  ke e p o u r  m a c h i n e r y i n  t i pto p s h a p e a n d  l owe r
t h e c o s t s  o f  v i s i t s  to  t h e l a n d f i l l .  I f  yo u  a re i nte re s te d  i n  s e e i n g  t h e
wa s tewate r  fa c i l i t y  fo r  yo u rs e l f,  l o o k o u t  fo r  o u r  q u a r te r l y  p u b l i c  to u rs  o f
wate r  fa c i l i t i e s  o r  c o nta ct  m e at  kat i e . k i r k l a n d @ a c c g ov.c o m .  
        A n d  p l e a s e s to p f l u s h i n g  c o n d o m s,  I  c a n’ t  ke e p te l l i n g  o u r  Wate r
Re c l a m at i o n  Fa c i l i t y  f i e l d  t r i p s  o f  3 rd  g ra d e rs t h at  t h ey a re b a l l o o n s,  t h ey
a re s ta r t i n g  to n ot  b e l i eve m e !  

mailto:katie.kirkland@accgov.com


project requirements despite covering some
of the same types of investments. Generally,
there are three are three types of
investments which qualify for Elective Pay:

        No one wants to talk about taxes ...at least
not usually! But this past month, Athens-
Clarke County hosted a lively roundtable with
the Georgia Environmental Finance Authority
and the Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance
for several local non-taxable organizations,
discussing a relatively new federal tax
program: Elective Pay! 
        Also called Direct Pay, this tax program
enacted in 2022 allows non-taxable entities
like schools, religious groups, non-profits and
local governments to receive a percentage of
costs back for qualified clean energy related
projects.
        Elective pay is not a grant; there is no
competitive process, meaning eligible
entities who correctly file for qualifying
projects are guaranteed that money back.
This monetary return is called a credit. There
are no restrictions for how organizations can
use their credit once they get it back. 
        There are numerous types of credits that
fall under Elective Pay, but it is important not
to confuse these for federal residential or
commercial tax rebates which have different

D I S C L A I M E R :  T H I S  A R T I C L E  P R O V I D E S  G E N E R A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  T A X  L A W  F O R  I N F O R M A T I O N A L  P U R P O S E S  O N L Y  &  S H O U L D  N O T
B E  U S E D  A S  T A X  G U I D A N C E .  P L E A S E  C O N S U L T  I R S  I S S U E D  G U I D A N C E  &  Y O U R  P R O F E S S I O N A L  T A X  A D V I S O R  F O R  S P E C I F I C  T A X  A D V I C E .  

        There is no limit on the number of
vehicles, EV chargers, or solar projects an
organization can file for. For these credits,
organizations file (apply) for all projects put
into service the previous year. These means
organization can apply year after year for
every new project, vehicle or electric vehicle
charger. Organizations can choose to file
based on either the calendar or fiscal/tax
year. Each of these calendar years have
different Elective Pay deadlines, but all
organizations will follow the same steps.

E L E C T I V E  P A Y  R O U N D  T A B L E  A T T E N D E E S  C H A T  B E F O R E  M E E T I N G
P H O T O  C R E D I T :  L A U R A  I Y R E ,  S O U T H E R N  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  I N S T I T U T E



        These are just an abbreviated and
simplified version of Elective Pay requirements.
Entities will need to become knowledgeable of
the specifics that will affect their qualifications
and filing.
        The Elective Pay process may sound
daunting, but there are many organizations
dedicated to making that process easier and
even more groups who have successfully filed
that want to share their insight.
        Athens-Clarke County recently submitted
their 2024 Elective Pay filings for 17 electric
vehicles and 22 electric vehicle charging
stations and expects to receive approximately
$130,000 back from the federal government.
ACCGov would not have been able to file for
Elective Pay without the assistance of the non-
profit Lawyers for Good Government. Lawyers
for Good Government has a thorough
collection of up to date Elective Pay resources. 
         Local non-taxable entities interested in
Elective Pay are encouraged to stay tuned for
more resources and reach out to Athens-
Clarke County Sustainability Department with
any questions.

        There are many specific rules and
requirements for Elective Pay, so we’ll dive
into the basics for each credit below:

Qualified Commercial Clean
Vehicles Credit (45W)
Electric or plug-in hybrid vehicles

Vehicles must be produced by a qualified
manufacturer and purchased for your
business’ use and not for resale. Compact
plug-in hybrid vehicles with a gross vehicle
weight rating (GVWR) less than 14,000 lbs
can get up $7,000 per vehicle while other
hybrids and full electric vehicles also under
14,000 lbs GVWR can get up to $7,500 back
per vehicle. Vehicles over 14,000 lbs GVWR
can get up to $40,000 back. Electric/plug-in
hybrid vehicles are generally the easiest type
of investment to file for through Elective Pay.

Alternative Fuel Vehicle
Refueling Property Credit (30C)
Electric vehicle charging stations

Electric vehicle charging stations must be
located in a rural or low-income area eligible
census track in order to qualify for Elective
Pay. If a charger was placed into service before
January 1  2025, 2015 Census Track Identifier
should be used, while those placed into
service after should use 2020 Census Track
Information. Qualified chargers receive 6% of
project costs but if Prevailing Wage and
Apprenticeship (PWA) requirements are met
for on site installation, a charger receives 30%
of project costs.

st

Energy Investment Credit (48)
Solar, Ground Source Heat Pumps
and Batteries

This credit applied for renewable energy or
energy storage investments. For projects less
than 1 Megawatt, the credit is 30% of project
costs and Prevailing Wage and
Apprenticeship requirements do not apply.
Projects over 1 Megawatt have more
requirements. This credit also has several
‘bonuses’ which are applied for through a
separate application and add an additional
percent of project cost back to the credit.

1. Identify qualified projects

2. Collect necessary
documents/information  

3. Complete Pre-
Registration through IRS
portal 

4. Receive unique project
identification numbers from
IRS

5. E-File or Paper file for
Elective Pay

6. Receive money back from
federal government

https://www.lawyersforgoodgovernment.org/elective-pay-ira-tax-incentives
mailto:hannah.chaffee@accgov.com
mailto:hannah.chaffee@accgov.com
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/manufacturers-for-qualified-commercial-clean-vehicle-credit
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/manufacturers-for-qualified-commercial-clean-vehicle-credit
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3f67d5e82dc64d1589714d5499196d4f/page/Page
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3f67d5e82dc64d1589714d5499196d4f/page/Page
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-prevailing-wage-and-apprenticeship-under-the-inflation-reduction-act
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-prevailing-wage-and-apprenticeship-under-the-inflation-reduction-act


        Have you noticed a tree around
town covered with dense clusters
of lavender flowers? As lovely as it
looks, it’s actually the invasive
Chinaberry tree (Melia azedarach).
Native to India, and southeast Asia,
Chinaberry was first introduced to
Georgia in the 1830s as a fast-
growing shade tree. Since then, it
has escaped cultivation and
spread widely, commonly
appearing in yards, along
roadsides, fence lines, and at the
edges of forests and fields.
        Chinaberry grows up to 50 feet
tall and often develops multiple
trunks. Its bark becomes rough
and deeply grooved with age, while
the twigs remain smooth and
glossy with tiny pale dots. It has
large, compound leaves with dark
lance-shaped leaflets that turn
golden yellow in the fall. Right now,
those clusters of purple blooms
may catch your eye—but soon
they’ll be replaced by just as many
yellow berries.

C H R I S T I A N  S N E A D

Jo in  us  e ach  month in  th i s  new ser i e s  a s  we  l earn  about  d i f ferent  invas i ve  spec i e s !

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  C H U C K  B A R G E R O N ,
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  G E O R G I A ,  B U G W O O D

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  F R A N K L I N  B O N N E R ,
B U G W O O D

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  K A R A N  A .  R A W L I N S ,
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  G E O R G I A ,  B U G W O O D



         Unfortunately, those berries are
toxic, especially to people, animals,
and some birds. In fact, every part
of the Chinaberry tree contains
toxins. It also produces chemicals
that suppress surrounding
vegetation and alters the soil by
increasing nitrogen levels, giving it
a competitive edge over native
plants.
        Chinaberry’s ability to grow
quickly, reproduce both by seed
and vegetatively, and thrive in a
wide range of conditions makes it a
real threat to our local ecosystems.
If you find one growing on your
property, consider removing it.
While small seedlings can be pulled
up by hand, larger trees usually
require cutting and immediate
application of an herbicide like
triclopyr to the stump. Be prepared
to follow up, as Chinaberry
resprouts easily.
        Now’s a great time to spot and
stop this invader before it spreads
even further.

P H O T O  C R E D I T ( R I G H T ,  T O P  A N D  B O T T O M ) :  C H U C K  B A R G E R O N ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  G E O R G I A ,  B U G W O O D
P H O T O  C R E D I T  ( L E F T ) :  J A M E S  H .  M I L L E R ,  U S D A  F O R E S T  S E R V I C E ,  B U G W O O D

F O R  S O U R C E S  C L I C K  H E R E !

https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/107502/Invasive-of-the-Month-Chinaberry-Sources


        These  f ive  l i tt l e  Easte rn  B lueb i rds  made  the i r  debut  in  the  wor ld  dur ing
Ear th  Week  in  Apr i l ,  and  a  week  late r -  look  how they ’ve  g rown ! !
        Mom incubated  the  l ight  b lue  eggs  fo r  about  two  weeks ,  wh i le  Dad  suppl ied
meals  and  kept  a  protec t ive  watch .  They  hatched  around  Apr i l  23 .   Thanks  to  a
steady  d ie t  o f  prote in  r ich  insec ts  they  w i l l  g row qu ickly  and  take  the i r  f i r s t  l eap
out  o f  the  nest  in  about  18  days .   You  may  have  walked  past  the i r  temporary
home the  last  t ime  you  were  at  Dud ley  Park  w i thout  even  rea l i z ing  i t .  The i r  nest
box  i s  one  o f  e ight  p laced  a long  the  Nor th  Oconee  River  Greenway  and  w i th in
Dud ley  Park  through  fund ing  from the  Georg ia  Outdoor  Stewardsh ip  Program .

r d

S T E P H A N I E  G R E E N

WELCOME
ATHENS’
NEWEST

RESIDENTS!

       The  nest  boxes  prov ide  hab i tat  fo r  cav i ty
nest ing  b i rds  in  our  urban  parks .  They  might
look  a  l i tt l e  out  o f  p lace  mounted  on  smooth
meta l  po les  and  spor t ing  a  meta l  “ s tove-p ipe”
guard ,  but  these  features  dete r  hungry
predators  l i ke  snakes  and  racoons .  Another
th ing  to  note  i s  that  the  smal l  s i ze  o f  the
entrance  whole  exc ludes  la rger  b i rds  f rom
us ing  the  boxes ;  success fu l ly  b locking  Brown-
headed  cowbi rds  f rom paras i t i z ing  the  nests ,
o r  European  star l ings  from taking  over .
        Dur ing  nest ing  season ,  Susta inab i l i ty
sta ff  check  the  nest  boxes  weekly  and  record
nest ing  ac t iv i ty ,  fo l low ing  the  Nest  Watch
program gu ide l ines  (which  inc ludes  taking  the
p ic tures  we  are  shar ing  w i th  you) .  
        S ince  the  boxes  were  insta l l ed  in  Spr ing
of  2023 ,  they ’ve  been  used  by  Caro l ina
Chickadees ,  Caro l ina  Wrens ,  Nor thern  House
Wrens ,  and  Easte rn  B lueb i rds .  In  2024 ,  12
Easte rn  B lueb i rds ,  9  Nor thern  House  Wrens ,
and  5  Caro l ina  Chickadees  were  success fu l ly
hatched  and  f ledged  from the  nest  boxes .
        

B L U E B I R D  H A T C H L I N G S  A T  O N E  W E E K  O L D .   
P H O T O  C R E D I T S :  S T E P H A N I E  G R E E N

B L U E B I R D  H A T C H L I N G S
A P P R O X I M A T E L Y  2  D A Y S  O L D .

P H O T O  C R E D I T S :  S T E P H A N I E  G R E E N



       Through  the  regu lar  nest  checks  s ta ff  has  w i tnessed  some inte r - spec ies
nest ing  drama :  Ch ickadees ’  nests  be ing  taken  over  by  Caro l ina  Wrens  who  were
in  turn  k icked  out  by  House  Wrens .  And  that ’ s  just  at  one  s ing le  nest  box !  We’ve
a l so  l earned  that  once  the  House  Wrens  get  back  in  town ,  they  w i l l  s tu ff  every
box  they  can  w i th  tw igs  to  keep  others  f rom us ing  i t .  K ind  of  rude ,  but  that ’ s  one
way  to  beat  the  compet i t ion !  We hope  you  enjoy  some p ic tures  f rom past
moni tor ing  sess ions !

Easte rn  B lueb i rd
female
incubat ing  eggs
in  a  nest  box .
B lueb i rds  make
the i r  nests  out
of  g rass  and
p ine  need les
wi th  very  few
twigs .  

Th is  i s  a  c lass ic
example  o f  a
Nor thern  House
Wren  nest .  Far  ins ide
that  p i l e  o f  s t icks  i s
a  hol low wi th  eggs .
They  typ ica l ly  bu i ld
severa l  nests ,  but
on ly  use  one  o f  the
f in i shed  products .
The i r  “dummy nests ”
e ffec t ive ly  prevent
other  b i rds  f rom
us ing  the  nest  boxes .  

Easte rn  B lueb i rd  Eggs

Example  o f  one  o f  the  nest  boxes  p laced  a long  the  Nor th  Oconee  River
Greenway.  Not ice  the  predator  guard .  The  “ s tove-p ipe”  s ty le  he lps  prevent
snakes  from c l imbing  up  into  the  nest  box .  We a l so  t ry  to  keep  any  branches
cut  back  from over  top  o f  the  box .  



LEARN MORE ABOUT THE GREENLIFE AWARDS!

This event honors organizations and individuals who go above
and beyond in creating a more sustainable tomorrow for us all.

https://www.accgov.com/6316/Green-Life


UPCOMING EVENTS:

C e l e b rate d  a n n u a l l y,  I nte r n at i o n a l
C o m p o s t  Awa re n e s s We e k ( I CAW )
i s  d e s i g n e d  to p ro m ote t h e
b e n e f i t s  o f  c o m p o s t i n g  a n d
c o m p o s t  i t s e l f  fo r  e f fe ct i ve
re s o u rc e m a n a g e m e nt ,  s o i l  h e a l t h ,
a n d  p l a nt  g row t h .  I CAW i s
p ro m ote d  by h o l d i n g  g ro u p
a ct i v i t i e s  a n d  eve nt s t h ro u g h o u t
t h e we e k .

Th i s  ye a r ' s  i nte r n at i o n a l  p o s te r
s h ows o f f  t h e At h e n s s k y l i n e f ro m
N o r t h  Ave n u e.  S h ow o f f  yo u r
At h e n s p r i d e a n d  j o i n  i n  o n  t h e
a ct i v i t i e s !

Th e eve nt s a re s p o n s o re d  l o c a l l y
by AC C Wa s te Re d u ct i o n  D i v i s i o n ,
Ke e p At h e n s - C l a r ke C o u nt y
B e a u t i f u l ,  U GA C o o p e rat i ve
E xte n s i o n ,  AC C L i b ra r y,  a n d  t h e
S tate B ota n i c a l  G a rd e n  o f  G e o rg i a .

Fo r  a ny q u e s t i o n s p l e a s e c o nta ct :
c o m p o s t @ a c c g ov.c o m .

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  C O M P O S T  AWA R E N E S S  W E E K :I N T E R N AT I O N A L  C O M P O S T  AWA R E N E S S  W E E K :
M AY  4 - 1 0 ,  2 0 2 5M AY  4 - 1 0 ,  2 0 2 5

C H E C K  O U T A L L  T H E  F U N  E V E N T S  H E R E !

https://www.compostfoundation.org/ICAW/ICAW-Home
https://www.compostfoundation.org/ICAW/ICAW-Home
mailto:compost@accgov.com
https://www.accgov.com/6542/International-Compost-Awareness-Week


UPCOMING EVENTS:

www.accgov.com/kaccb

stacy.smith@accgov.com

www.keepathensbeautiful.org

carlos.pinto@accgov.com
accgov.com/investinbeauty

http://www.accgov.com/kaccb
mailto:stacy.smith@accgov.com
http://www.keepathensbeautiful.org/
http://www.keepathensbeautiful.org/
mailto:carlos.pinto@accgov.com
http://accgov.com/investinbeauty


Athens East Piedmont Native Plant Society- Native Plant Sale:
Sunrise Nursey; May 3  10:00 am - 2:00 pm rd

UPCOMING EVENTS:

www.accgov.com/reportlittering

https://gnps.org/athens-east-piedmont-native-plant-sale/
https://www.accgov.com/8116/Tire-Track-Down-Event

