
        The Integrated Resource Plan is finally here! As a refresher, the Public Service
Commission (PSC) consists of 5 state-wide elected officials. This group regulates several of
the state’s key utility industries, including electricity. 
        Every three years Georgia Power brings forward (files) a comprehensive strategy for the
future of their electric utility operations to the PSC. This is called the Integrated Resource
Plan (IRP). When Georgia Power files the IRP, this kicks off a process which includes multiple
hearings before the PSC. 
        Georgia Power, the PSC staff and outside invested groups who participate as
‘intervenors’ all bring forward expert witnesses to testify. At the end of this process,
stipulations to the plan are negotiated between Georgia Power, the PSC and intervenors.
Finally, the PSC votes on whether to approve the IRP. For more background about the PSC,
check out last month’s article here!
        Athens-Clarke County will be intervening in the 2025 IRP process as a member of the
Coalition of Local Governments. The Coalition of Local Governments includes several other
local Georgia governing bodies: Atlanta, the City of Decatur and Gwinnett County.
Collectively, these governments are intervening in the 2025 IRP. 

E X P A N D I N G  E N E R G Y  A F F O R D A B I L I T Y
        I t  i s  a  g o a l  o f  A t h e n s - C l a r k e  C o u n t y  t o  r e d u c e
t h e  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  e n e r g y  b u r d e n  p l a c i n g  e m p h a s i s
o n  l o w  i n c o m e  a n d  v u l n e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n s .

I N C R E A S E D  A C C E S S  T O  R E N E W A B L E  E N E R G Y  &
O P P O S I N G  T H E  E X P A N S I O N  O F  P O L L U T I N G  F O S S I L  F U E L  R E S O U R C E S
        P r o m o t i n g  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  p r o c u r e m e n t  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  c l e a n  a n d
r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  w i l l  s u p p o r t  A t h e n s - C l a r k e  C o u n t y ’ s  e f f o r t s  t o  m e e t
t h e  g o a l s  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  2 0 1 9  C l e a n  a n d  R e n e w a b l e  E n e r g y  R e s o l u t i o n .
T h e  C o a l i t i o n  o f  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  o p p o s e s  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  f o s s i l
f u e l  r e s o u r c e s  i n c l u d i n g  c o a l ,  o i l  a n d  n a t u r a l  g a s - p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  a  
d e  f a c t o  a n s w e r  t o  d a t a  a n d  A I  p r o c e s s i n g  c e n t e r  e n e r g y  d e m a n d s .  
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THE COALITION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

E S T A B L I S H I N G  D I S T R I B U T E D  E N E R G Y  
R E S O U R C E  P R O G R A M S  &  
D E P L O Y M E N T - R E A D Y  C L E A N  E N E R G Y  
S O L U T I O N S  F O R  A  C L I M A T E  R E S I L I E N T  G R I D

        T h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  e n e r g y  i s  c o s t l y ,  a n d  i n  t h e
f a c e  o f  a  c h a n g i n g  c l i m a t e ,  G e o r g i a  w i l l  f a c e  m o r e
e x t r e m e  w e a t h e r  e v e n t s  t h r e a t e n i n g  o u t a g e s .  S m a l l
s c a l e  e n e r g y  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  s t o r a g e  l i k e  r o o f t o p
s o l a r  a n d  b a t t e r i e s  c a n  p l a y  a  m a j o r  r o l e  i n  r e d u c i n g
t r a n s m i s s i o n  n e e d s  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  g r i d  
r e s i l i e n c y  b y  d i s t r i b u t i n g  e n e r g y  a s s e t s  
c l o s e r  t o  w h e r e  e n e r g y  i s  b e i n g  c o n s u m e d .
E s t a b l i s h i n g  p r o g r a m s  t o  m i t i g a t e  p o w e r  
o u t a g e s ,  l i k e  p r o m o t i n g  l o c a l  m i c r o g r i d s  
w i l l  b e  k e y  t o  m e e t i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  
d u e  t o  t h e  e v o l v i n g  s t a t e  o f  o u r  c l i m a t e .

E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N C Y  A N D  
D E M A N D - S I D E  M A N A G E M E N T

( D S M )  P R O G R A M S
        D e m a n d - s i d e  m a n a g e m e n t
r e f e r s  t o  a d a p t i n g  e n e r g y  n e e d s  t o
m e e t  p r o d u c t i o n  ( v s  a d a p t i n g
p r o d u c t i o n  t o  m e e t  e n e r g y  n e e d s ) .
D S M  c a n  i n v o l v e  e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n c y
i n v e s t m e n t s  w h i c h  r e d u c e  e n e r g y
n e e d s  a n d  s h i f t i n g  w h e n  e n e r g y  i s
u s e d .  G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  i t  i s
                c h e a p e r  t o  i n v e s t  i n
                 e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n c y  o n  t h e
                 d e m a n d  s i d e  r a t h e r  t h a n
                 i n v e s t i n g  i n  i n c r e a s e d
                 e n e r g y  p r o d u c t i o n .
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E X P A N D I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  S O L A R
        C o m m u n i t y  s o l a r  i s  l e g a l l y  d e f i n e d  i n  G e o r g i a  a s
a  s o l a r  a r r a y  u p  t o  6  m e g a - w a t t s  o n  3 0  a c r e s  o r  l e s s
o f  l a n d  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  s a v i n g  t o  n e a r b y  b i l l  p a y e r s
w h o  a r e  s u b s c r i b e d  t o  t h a t  p r o g r a m .  M a n y
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c l e a n
e n e r g y  b u t  c a n n o t  i n s t a l l  s o l a r  o n  t h e i r  h o m e s  o r
b u s i n e s s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  r e n t i n g  o r  b e c a u s e  o f
p h y s i c a l  r o o f t o p  o r  s h a d e  l i m i t a t i o n s .  C o m m u n i t y
s o l a r  a l l o w s  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  s u p p o r t  c l e a n  e n e r g y  a n d
b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  c o s t  s a v i n g  w i t h o u t
h a v i n g  t o  i n s t a l l  s o l a r  o n  t h e i r  h o m e  o r  o f f i c e .

                                                                        A D E Q U A T E  &  
                                                                        T R A N S P A R E N T  
                                                                        D A T A  A C C E S S
                                                                                  R e l i a b l e  e n e r g y  d a t a
                                                                                  a c c e s s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r
                                                                                  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o
                                                                                e f f e c t i v e l y  m a n a g e  t h e i r
e n e r g y  u s e  w h i l e  a c c u r a t e l y  t r a c k i n g  b o t h  l o c a l  e m i s s i o n s  r e d u c t i o n
g o a l s  a s  w e l l  a s  f e d e r a l  g r a n t  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  E n e r g y  d a t a
i n f o r m s  f a r  r e a c h i n g  d e c i s i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  f a c i l i t y  u p g r a d e s ,  e n e r g y
e f f i c i e n c y  p r o j e c t s  a n d  r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  i n v e s t m e n t s .

T h e  M a y o r  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n  e n d o r s e d  t h e  g o a l s  s e t  f o r t h  b y  t h e  C o a l i t i o n  o f  L o c a l
G o v e r n m e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  A t h e n s - C l a r k e  C o u n t y ’ s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  I R P  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f
t h e  C o a l i t i o n  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 5 .  T h e  a g e n d a  i t e m  f o r  t h i s  e n d o r s e m e n t  c a n  b e  f o u n d  h e r e .

I N F O R M AT I O N  S O U R C E D F R O M  S O U T H FAC E  G E O R G I A I R P  OV E RV I E W

https://www.instagram.com/accsolidwaste/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/accsolidwaste/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/accsolidwaste/?hl=en
https://accgov.com/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_03042025-2533
https://www.southface.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Georgia-Power-IRP-Introduction-Overview_Katie-Southworth.pdf

