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SUSTAINABILITY DEPARTMENT

WELCOME TO OUR

Monthly Newsletter

Welcome to the eleventh issue of our monthly newsletter! We
are thrilled be able to share what we are doing at the Athens-
Clarke County Sustainability Department with you. Join us each
month as we explore all things sustainability and how you can
get involved!

Putting Energy into
Greener Spaces

In this newsletter you will find:

Latest projects, free resources, and upcoming events!
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The Integrated Resource Plan is finally here! As a refresher, the Public Service
Commission (PSC) consists of 5 state-wide elected officials. This group regulates several of
the state’s key utility industries, including electricity.

Every three years Georgia Power brings forward (files) a comprehensive strategy for the
future of their electric utility operations to the PSC. This is called the Integrated Resource
Plan (IRP). When Georgia Power files the IRP, this kicks off a process which includes multiple
hearings before the PSC.

Georgia Power, the PSC staff and outside invested groups who participate as

‘intervenors’ all bring forward expert witnesses to testify. At the end of this process,
stipulations to the plan are negotiated between Georgia Power, the PSC and intervenors.
Finally, the PSC votes on whether to approve the IRP. For more background about the PSC,
check out last month’s article here!

Athens-Clarke County will be intervening in the 2025 IRP process as a member of the
Coalition of Local Governments. The Coalition of Local Governments includes several other
local Georgia governing bodies: Atlanta, the City of Decatur and Gwinnett County.
Collectively, these governments are intervening in the 2025 IRP.

ISSUES PROMOTED BY
’THE COALITION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IR

FOR THE 2025 IRPm
EXPANDING ENERGY AFFORDABILITY
It is a goal of Athens-Clarke County to reduce

the community’s energy burden placing emphasis
on low income and vulnerable populations.

INCREASED ACCESS TO RENEWABLE ENERGY &
OPPOSING THE EXPANSION OF POLLUTING FOSSIL FUEL RESOURCES
Promoting cost effective procurement and access to clean and
renewable energy will support Athens-Clarke County’s efforts to meet

the goals set out in the 2019 Clean and Renewable Energy Resolution.
The Coalition of Local Governments opposes the expansion of fossil
fuel resources including coal, oil and natural gas-particularly as a
de facto answer to data and Al processing center energy demands.
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) ’THE COALITION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 1IN
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ESTABLISHING DISTRIBUTED ENERGY
RESOURCE PROGRAMS &

DEPLOYMENT-READY CLEAN ENERGY
SOLUTIONS FOR A CLIMATE RESILIENT GRID

The transmission of energy is costly, and in the
face of a changing climate, Georgia will face more
extreme weather events threatening outages. Small
scale energy production and storage like rooftop
solar and batteries can play a major role in reducing
transmission needs and increasing grid

resiliency by distributing energy assets ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND
closer to where energy is being consumed. DEMAND-SIDE MANAGEMENT
Establishing programs to mitigate power (DSM) PROGRAMS
outages, like promoting local microgrids Demand-side management
will be key to meeting the challenges refers to adapting energy needs to
due to the evolving state of our climate. meet production (vs adapting

production to meet energy needs).
DSM can involve energy efficiency
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.‘ investments which reduce energy
B ‘W) “I MWL W needs and shifting when energy is
Y! _". - eI A\ \ O\ W\ \ \ e Generally speaking, it is

cheaper to invest in

EXPANDING COMMUNITY SOLAR energy efficiency on the
Community solar is legally defined in Georgia as [ demand side rather than
a solar array up to 6 mega-watts on 30 acres or less investing in increased

of land which provides saving to nearby bill payers
who are subscribed to that program. Many
organizations and individuals are interested in clean
energy but cannot install solar on their homes or
business because they are renting or because of

energy production.

ADEQUATE &

physical rooftop or shade limitations. Community TRANSPARENT
solar allows individuals to support clean energy and DATA ACCESS
benefit from the resulting cost saving without Reliable energy data
having to install solar on their home or office. access is essential for

local governments to

effectively manage their

energy use while accurately tracking both local emissions reduction
goals as well as federal grant reporting requirements. Energy data
informs far reaching decisions including facility upgrades, energy

efficiency projects and renewable energy investments.

The Mayor and Commission endorsed the goals set forth by the Coalition of Local
Governments as well as Athens-Clarke County’s participation in the IRP as a member of
the Coalition in January 2025. The agenda item for this endorsement can be found here.

INFORMATION SOURCED FROM SOUTHFACE GEORGIA IRP OVERVIEW



https://www.instagram.com/accsolidwaste/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/accsolidwaste/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/accsolidwaste/?hl=en
https://accgov.com/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_03042025-2533
https://www.southface.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Georgia-Power-IRP-Introduction-Overview_Katie-Southworth.pdf
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INVASIVE SPECIES .
OF THE MONTH

CHRISTIAN SNEAD

Have you been wondering what those pretty lavender [ C HINESE WI S'TI'E R
flowers draped all over town are? The ones that smell really . ’ ¢

> /4 ; \ Y
good and make you smile at what you think is a sign that

Spring has finally sprung? Well, we’ve got bad news. The

flowers you’ve been admiring are Wisteria, and it’s an invasive

vine. Once sought out for their cascading blooms and ability

to shade porches and gardens, Chinese wisteria (Wisteria

sinensis) and Japanese wisteria (Wisteria floribunda) have

become highly invasive across the southeastern U.S. These

aggressive vines outcompete native plants and damage and

Kill trees.

How to Identify Invasive Wisteria
Identifying Chinese and Japanese wisteria from each
other can be tricky, but studies have shown that most of the i ]
invasive wisteria plants growing in the southeast United TG GREDT GHE EVAN,
States are hybrids, so just knowing the basic identification e
points is enough. Both species are climbing, woody vines that
coil upwards and twist around whatever supporting structure
they choose. The stems are covered in fine, white hairs, and
the fruit appear in the form of green to brown seedpods with
a velvety texture. The pods are anywhere from 4-6 inches long
with round seeds inside. It is important to note that the seeds
are poisonous.
Chinese and Japanese wisteria are both tolerant of a
variety of soil conditions, they prefer full sun, but will grow K __ _
and persist even when shaded. Infestations are common s o ! 0 e

-
H H H ¢ PHOTO CREDIT: J. SCOTT PETERSON,
along roadsides, in ditches, and along forest edges. B USDA NRCS PLANTS DATABASE 3
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JOIN US EACH MONTH IN THIS NEW SERIES AS WE LEARN ABOUT DIFFERENT INVASIVE SPECIES!




CHINESE WISTERIA

' r Wisteria strangles and covers surrounding vegetation. As
it grows up host trees, it winds tightly and girdles them by
cutting through the bark and severing the vascular tissue,
ultimately killing the tree. Vines that grow along the ground
form dense thickets that readily shade out and smother
native vegetation.

Both invasive species of Wisteria can be controlled with
the same methods. Cutting vines near the bases of trees (or
as close to the ground as possible when treating vines that are
not climbing a structure) and treating them with a systemic
herbicide like glyphosate or triclopyr works to Kill the roots.
The vines above the cut will eventually dry out and die-don’t

JAPANESE
attempt to pull down vines that are outside of your reach. Be IR
sure to apply the herbicide directly to cut stump within 5 %
minutes of cutting. Wisteria plants can re-sprout multiple
times after cutting, so diligent follow-up treatments will be
required. It’s best to treat wisteria before it begins producing

seeds.
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There is a native Wisteria, American wisteria (Wisteria frutescens), and it can easily be
mistaken for Chinese or Japanese wisteria if you are unsure how to identify these species.
Some helpful tips for telling the American species apart from the Asian varieties are that the
Asian varieties bloom in the spring (April/May); American wisteria tends to bloom in June and
July. American wisteria flowers are also more densely clustered together (like a pinecone) in
comparison to the long, looser pendulum of flowers seen in Asian varieties. The seed pods of
American wisteria are smooth and hairless as opposed to the pods of Asian wisteria which are
velvety and hairy. The leaf tips of American wisteria tend to be blunt.

Chinese and Japanese wisteria may be lovely, but their rapid spread poses a real threat to
native plants and trees. By learning how to identify and manage these vines, we can help
protect our landscapes from being overrun.

If you spot wisteria growing unchecked in your yard, consider taking action to keep it from
spreading—it’s a small step that makes a big difference!

HKNOW THEDIFFERENCE

Exotic wisterias will readily hybridize with each other and are difficult to distinguish. Native wisteria
will not hybridize with exotics and maintains a lower profile.
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exotic wisterias American wisteria
(Wisteria sinensis, W. floribunda, hybrids) (Wisteria frutescens)

Very aggressive growth- climbs up to 40 ft. in height; Will climb, but has more shrub-like growth tendency;
Seed pods velvety, covered in short hairs; Seed pods smooth and hairless;
»  Less cold-tolerant, blooming in Spring typically; Blooms slightly later in year (June-luly); will sometimes

Clusters of flowers growing to 20 in. in length. bloom'agalnin fall;
Clusters of flowers are shorter, rounder, more compact

E D D m o (shaped like a pine cone).

find - map *track

FOR SOURCES AND TO LEARN MORE CLICK HERE!


http://documentcenter/View/106889/Invasive-of-the-Month-Wisteria-Sources

YOUR INPUT ABOUT POTENTIAL
WAN.I.ED:BRADFORD PEAR BOUNTY PROGRAM

UGA Sustainability Certificate Capstone
Students have been working with The
Sustainability Department to design a
potential Invasive Species bounty Pilot
Project here in Athens-Clarke County. As

part of this planmng process, we want your
feedback!

SCAN THE QR CODE OR CLICK ON THE LINK TO BE
TAKEN TO A QUICK S-MINUTE SURVEY.



http://www.accgov.com/fire
https://forms.office.com/r/9GTiC3Hv7w

TIPS FOR A GREENER LIFESTYLE!
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THIS MONTH’S TOPIC:

THE MAGIC OF MIGRATION

STEPHANIE GREEN

What were you doing on the night of April 25, 20247 If you
| were a Cape May Warbler, you might have been flying at
,/ about 20 mph looking down on Athens from 2,000 ft. On that
night last year, an estimated 914,400 birds winged their way
over Clarke County while you slept. They were one nights'
worth of the over 17,200,000 birds that crossed over us on
their way North last spring (check out Birdcast for statistics).
More than half of our North American bird species are
migratory. That means they breed in one location and then
spend the remainder of the year in another place -often
thousands of miles away. Birds migrate in response to
availability and timing of resources, especially food and
nesting habitat. In the Northern Hemisphere birds move north
following the budding trees and flowers and the flush of

Averuge peak migration dates

May 9th
B May 6th

 May 3rd

April 27th

April 24th
SOURCES AND TO LEARN MORE

() ColormioState University ¥ =CornellLab w
ABOUT MIGRATION CLICK HERE! G Th e
MAP SOURCE: BIRD CAST



https://dashboard.birdcast.info/region/US-GA-059?night=2024-04-25)
https://birdcast.info/news/peak-spring-bird-migration-periods-u-s-cities/
http://documentcenter/View/106891/How-To-Live-More-Sustainably-The-Magic-of-Migration-Sources

insects that go along with increased daylight and warming
temperatures. They take advantage of plentiful food and
shelter over the summer to raise their babies and then when
fall comes, they head back south where resources are
plentiful during winter.

While there are some notable exceptions (Ruby-
throated hummingbirds and Raptors), most birds migrate at '
night. This allows them to take advantage of more stable gesdn. 4
atmosphere and smoother flight conditions, as well as fewer |
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predators. Nocturnal travel also means stars and the moon oy
. . . PHOTO CREDIT: JAY MCGOWAN,
can serve as navigational aids. MACAULAY LIBRARY

Migration is risky business. Not only do birds face natural hazards such as predation,
exhaustion, and unpredictable spring weather, they also have to navigate increasing
amounts of light pollution, the risks of colliding with buildings, and habitat loss.

As we fly toward peak spring migration here in Athens (April 21st-May 10th, generally),
here are some ways to help our feathered sojourners complete their travels:

DFF

1). TURN OFF OR DIM ALL NON-ESSENTIAL
LIGHTS BETWEEN 11 PM AND 6AM.
Light pollution can disorient birds, causing 2). KEEP YOUR
them to be drawn off course and placed at CATS INDOORS.
higher risk of colliding with buildings. Outdoor cats kill
millions of birds

and small mammals
3). GO NATIVE IN YOUR YARD. ; every year. Hunting

Gardening and landscaping with native might be a natural
plants provides healthy habitat for migrating instinct for them,
birds to use as resting and refueling stops. S but they aren’t
Native trees are especially important shelter ) native predators

and food sources for birds. , here in Georgia.

4). STEP AWAY FROM THE BUG SPRAY AND OTHER PESTICIDES!
Those bugs are gourmet bird food and we all know good food
can make or break a road-trip!

What about that Cape May warbler that might have flown over your house last April? He’s
finishing up his winter stay in the Caribbean, enjoying the tropical flowers and insects. In a few
weeks, he might flyover again on his way to a spruce-fir forest somewhere in Canada. But if you
are lucky and he decides to make a pit-stop, you could catch a glimpse of him feeding in the
tree tops of your favorite Athens park one morning in late April.

Want to try spying on some spring migrants this year, but now sure where to start? The
Oconee Rivers Audubon Chapter leads Bird Walks throughout April and May. Check out their
schedule here!

Need to stock up your bird buffet with some native plants, shrubs and trees? There are
several plant sales happening in April and May that will have plenty of native choices. Check
out our events section to see which one might work best for your gardening schedule.



https://www.oconeeriversaudubon.org/

UPCOMING EVENTS:

WEDNESDAY APRIL 23RD 6:00 P.M.
GEORGIA BOTANICAL GARDEN .? %

THE CONSERVATORY
2450 S. MILLEDGE AVENUE Br LJ?
ATHENS GA 30605 een ] e

Join us in an awards
ceremony to recognizing
leaders in sustainability
in our community,
selected by participating
organizations

LEARN MORE HERE!

ON DISPLAY THE MONTH OF APRIL

LYNDON HOUSE ARTS CENTER
211 HOYT ST, ATHENS GA 30601

Come out to see PK-12 sustainability and nature themed
art submissions that were selected for this year’s Green
Life Art Exhibition: Athens Through Our Eyes.



http://www.accgov.com/fire
https://www.accgov.com/6316/Green-Life
https://www.accgov.com/6316/Green-Life
https://www.accgov.com/6316/Green-Life

UPCOMING EVENTS:

UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

EARTH DAY
FAIR & MARKET

WEDNESDAY APRIL 23RD
12:00 PM -3:00 PM

UGA TATE PLAZA
45 BAXTER ST. ATHENS GA 30602
u
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COME OUT TO SEE VUS![iiiia - v

|OIN US FOR A CLEANUP PROJECT AT AGUAR PLAZA!
EARTH DAY APRIL 22ND 2025

Volunteering will consist
of cleaning stone signs,
collecting litter, cleaning
pathways, removing
vegetation, and more.

Athens-Clarke County
Trails and Open Space
and Sustainability
Department will provide
all necessary tools.



https://accgov.givepulse.com/event/572492

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Southern Sustainability Institute is holding a

5-week Study Group on the
Athens-Clarke County Clean & Renewable Energy Plan
ACC want to...

achieve 100% clean and renewable electricity
for all municipal properties, government by 2035
operations, and community-wide buildings

power our community's electricity needs by 2 0 5 0

with 100% clean and renewable sources

Join Vs’

Tuesdays March 18th 2025 - April 15th 2025

Each week (1.5 hr meeting) we'll read key sections of the plan,
then discuss and brainstorm innovative ways that we, as
citizens, can actively support, advocate, and contribute to
reaching the ambitious yet crucial goals of this plan

TWO

Lunchtime 12 - 1:30pm (brown bag
SESSIONS lunch) Covenant Presbyterian
Register for https://Study-Group-Lunchtime.eventbrite.com

Lunchtime — 2>

OR Evenings 6 - 7:30pm First
Register for Presbyterian

. https://Study-Group-Evening.eventbrite.com
Evening

79\ Southern

Sustainability
https://southernsustainabilityinstitute.org/ INSTITUTE



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acc-clean-renewable-energy-plan-study-group-evening-session-tickets-1255916232259?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acc-clean-renewable-energy-plan-study-group-evening-session-tickets-1255916232259?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acc-clean-renewable-energy-plan-study-group-evening-session-tickets-1255916232259?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acc-clean-renewable-energy-plan-study-group-evening-session-tickets-1255916232259?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acc-clean-renewable-energy-plan-study-group-lunchtime-session-tickets-1256485625329?aff=oddtdtcreator&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fstudy-group-lunchtime.eventbrite.com%2F
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acc-clean-renewable-energy-plan-study-group-lunchtime-session-tickets-1256485625329?aff=oddtdtcreator&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fstudy-group-lunchtime.eventbrite.com%2F
https://southernsustainabilityinstitute.org/
https://southernsustainabilityinstitute.org/
https://southernsustainabilityinstitute.org/

UPCOMING EVENTS:

SPLOST 2020 Project #11

April 2, 2025 3:30 PM
2025 Baxter St. Athens GA

Dedication will take place in the library parking area
(or inside in the case of inclement weather).

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

Sales Tax Funding Community Investments

il Seanars The State Botanical Gardens Spring Plant Sale:
W saweaeicesn State Botanical Garden Horticulture Complex; April 17 2:00 pm - 6:00 pm and April 19t 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

P ol Athens East Piedmont Native Plant Society- Native Plant Sale:
Georgia Nate Plant Socicry Sunrise Nursey; May 3 10:00 am - 2:00 pm



https://botgarden.uga.edu/series/spring-plant-sale/
https://gnps.org/athens-east-piedmont-native-plant-sale/

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF A

SOCIAL
GROUPS

TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATION?

RELIGIOUS
ORGANIZATIBNS

GROUPS
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YOUR ORGANIZATION MAY
QUALIFY FOR ELEGTIVE PAY!

Elective pay is a federal tax program which
allows tax-exempt organizations to receive a
sizable credit for the installation of:

BATTERIES

ELECTRIC
VEHICLE

—— CHARGING
STATIONS

IF YOUR ORGANIZATION HAS PURSUED ANY OF THESE
PROJECTS IN THE PAST YEAR OR MAY CONSIDER

SUCH PROJECTS

Please direct a representative of such
I:organization to email the ACCGov Sustainabilit
Department for further details and RSVP link!

IC VEHICLES

SOURCE
HEAT

IN THE FUTURE:

PUTTING ENERGY INTO GREENER SPACES

Athens-Clarke
County Sustainability
Department will be
hosting a presentation
with the Georgia
Environmental Finance
Authority and the
Southeast Energy
Efficiency Alliance,
discussing how local
non-taxable entities
can take advantage of
Elective Pay.

Event Details:
WEDNESDAY
APRIL 2ND
9:30AM -11:30AM

Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department j "
Www.accgov.com/green

706-613-3838



http://www.accgov.com/fire
http://www.accgov.com/green
mailto:hannah.chaffee@accgov.com

