
In this newsletter you will find:
Latest projects, free resources, and upcoming events!

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  D E P A R T M E N T

Monthly Newsletter
W E L C O M E  T O  O U R

I S S U E  # 9 J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 5

Pu t t i n g  E n e r g y  i n t o  
G r e e n e r  S p a c e s

Welcome to the ninth issue of our monthly newsletter and our
first issue of 2025! We are thrilled be able to share what we are
doing at the Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department

with you. Join us each month as we explore all things
sustainability and how you can get involved!



Where you went to school, what you studied, other background info
what parts of sustainability are most interesting to you and/or what got you interested in sustainability

what you are working on,
what you like about Athens and/or what are you excited for acc sustainability, when you’re not crunching numbers,

guilty pleasure, go to karaoke song, Basil

        J o e y  i s  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t
s u s t a i n a b l e  e n e r g y  s o l u t i o n s  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  A
r e c e n t  g r a d u a t e  o f  A p p a l a c h i a n
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  J o e y  e a r n e d
b o t h  h i s  B a c h e l o r ’ s  a n d  M a s t e r ’ s
i n  A p p r o p r i a t e  T e c h n o l o g y .
D u r i n g  h i s  t i m e  a t  A p p  S t a t e ,
J o e y  s e r v e d  a s  c h a i r  o f  t h e
u n i v e r s i t y ’ s  R e n e w a b l e  E n e r g y
I n i t i a t i v e ,  l e d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ’ s
S o l a r  D i s t r i c t  C u p  t e a m  t o  a
d i v i s i o n  c h a m p i o n s h i p ,  a n d
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  T o w n  o f
B o o n e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ’ s
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  C o m m i t t e e .  H i s
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  s e r v i c e  e a r n e d  h i m
a  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  G r a d u a t e
S c h o o l  O u t s t a n d i n g  S e r v i c e
A w a r d .  
        J o e y  b r i n g s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n
e n e r g y  d a t a  a n a l y t i c s  a n d  l o c a l
g o v e r n m e n t  s o l a r  m a n a g e m e n t  t o
A t h e n s - C l a r k e  C o u n t y .

        A s  t h e  E n e r g y  P r o g r a m  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  J o e y  i s
e x c i t e d  t o  a d v a n c e  e n e r g y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  t h a t
m a k e  m e a s u r a b l e  i m p a c t s  o n  b o t h  t h e  A t h e n s ’  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t .
        W h e n  h e ’ s  n o t  w o r k i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e  w o r l d  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e ,  J o e y
c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  b a s k e t b a l l  c o u r t  o r  h a n g i n g  o u t  w i t h  h i s  d o g ,
B a s i l ,  w h o ’ s  a l w a y s  r e a d y  f o r  a n  a d v e n t u r e !

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  D E P A R T M E N T  W E L C O M E S  N E W  T E A M  M E M B E R !

ACCGov’s Newest Addition!

J O E Y  C R E W S
E N E R G Y  P R O G R A M  A N D  C O N S E R V A T I O N  C O O R D I N A T O R  



19%

ACCGov operates on a July to June Fiscal Year (FY). We are currently in FY25
             (from July 2024 to June 2025). The FY 25 data for both EV chargers and 

EVs is calculated based on mid-year numbers plus all anticipated
                                                  projects for the rest of the fiscal year. FY 26 data predictions
                                                           are based on already allocated local funding.

                                               ACCGov has three solar
                                                  installations planned to
                                                  be completed by the
                                                  end of FY 25. These
                                                projects are at the Main
                                         Library, the remodeled
                                 Costa Building and at Quinn    
                                  Hall located at Memorial Park.
                                  Post FY 25, solar is planned to
                                  be installed at the newly
                              planned East Side Library and
                    Advantage Behavioral Health building.

2025 SOLAR PROJECTS

E A S T  S I D E
L I B R A R Y

A D V A N T A G E
B E H A V I O R

H E A L T H

FUTURE SOLAR PROJECTS

M E A S U R I N G  O U T C O M E S  A N D  P L A N N I N G  F O R  P R O G R E S S

Starting the New Year Right!
26%

28%

36%

FY 23

FY 24

FY 25

FY 26

Athens-Clarke County Unified Government is committed to obtaining 100% of its energy
needs from clean and renewable sources by 2035. As part of this commitment, ACCGov is
installing solar at government buildings, transitioning their fleet from internal combustion

vehicles to electric and installing accompanying electric vehicle (EV) chargers. 

# OF FLEET EV CHARGERS
FY 26

60
40

FY 25

28

FY 24

4

FY 23

PERCENT OF  LIGHT DUTY
FLEET VEHICLES THAT ARE

HYBRID OR FULLY ELECTRIC

E A S T  S I D E
L I B R A R Y

A D V A N T A G E
B E H A V I O R A L

H E A L T H

M A I N
L I B R A R Y

M E M O R I A L
P A R K

C O S T A
B U I L D I N G

This year ACCGov will also be
implementing a new energy

management software which will
drastically improve energy tracking

and conservation efforts.



        Mark your calendars! National Invasive Species Awareness Week
(NISAW) is February 24th–28th, and it's our chance to shine a spotlight on
the impact of non-native species in our communities. Invasive species can
wreak havoc on local ecosystems—outcompeting native plants and
animals, disrupting habitats, and even introducing new diseases. This
leads to biodiversity loss and long-term environmental and economic
consequences.
        Led by the North American Invasive Species Management Association
(NAISMA), NISAW unites communities, experts, and organizations to
spread awareness and promote action. By working together, we can
prevent the spread of invasive species, manage existing infestations, and
restore affected habitats.
        Want to get involved here in Athens-Clarke County? There are lots of
ways to take part, whether it’s removing invasive plants on your property,
attending an event, or simply learning more!
        Check out ‘Upcoming Events’ at the end of the newsletter for local
activities or review previous Invasive Species of the Month by clicking on
those species names listed to the left or check out our website for more
easy ways to help protect Athens-Clarke County’s natural spaces. 

Did you know some of the plants growing in our backyards could be
harming local ecosystems? Leatherleaf Mahonia (Mahonia bealei) and
Heavenly Bamboo, also known as Nandina (Nandina domestica), may

look pretty, but these ornamental plants have spread beyond gardens
and into our natural areas. Keep reading to learn about these plants in

a two for one invasive of the month and join us next month as we
contine to spotlight other common invasives.  

I M I R  R O B I N S O N

P H O T O  C R E D I T S :  R E B E K A H  D .  W A L L A C E ,  B U G W O O D

https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/105116/October-Athens-Clarke-County-Sustainability-Department-Newsletter-Invasive-Species-Article
https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/105115/September-Athens-Clarke-County-Sustainability-Department-Newsletter-Invasive-Species-Article
https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/105115/September-Athens-Clarke-County-Sustainability-Department-Newsletter-Invasive-Species-Article
https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/105118/November-Athens-Clarke-County-Sustainability-Department-Newsletter-Invasive-Species-Article
https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/105118/November-Athens-Clarke-County-Sustainability-Department-Newsletter-Invasive-Species-Article
https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/105118/November-Athens-Clarke-County-Sustainability-Department-Newsletter-Invasive-Species-Article
https://www.accgov.com/11177/Invasive-Plants


        Sacred Bamboo (Nandina domestica),
native to eastern Asia, has been a popular
ornamental plant in U.S. gardens since the
early 1800s. With striking bamboo-like
foliage that turns crimson in the fall and
vibrant red berries, it’s easy to see why it
was embraced as a landscaping favorite.
However, beneath the ornamental charm,
Nandina has become a highly invasive
species—especially in the southeastern U.S.,
where it threatens local ecosystems and
wildlife.
        Nandina can quickly escape yards and
gardens and spread into the wild, thriving in
both sunny areas and shaded forest edges.
It can grow up to 8 feet tall and produces
clusters of bright red berries from
September to April, which attract birds that
spread the seeds far and wide. In addition
to seed dispersal, Nandina also spreads
through underground rhizomes, sending out
new shoots and forming dense thickets. 

A  B E A U T I F U L  B U T  H A R M F U L  P L A N T
Sacred Bamboo
I M I R  R O B I N S O N

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  J A M E S  H .  M I L L E R ,
U S D A  F O O D  S E R V I C E ,  B U G W O O D

 These dense patches block sunlight, choke
out native plants, and disrupt entire
ecosystems, making it a major threat to
local biodiversity.
        One of the most alarming aspects of
Sacred Bamboo is its toxicity. While the red
berries are attractive, they are poisonous to
humans, pets, birds and other wildlife
species, adding another layer of danger to
this invasive plant.
         If you have Sacred Bamboo in your
yard, it’s important to prevent its spread. For
removal, smaller plants can be pulled by
hand when the soil is moist. The red berries
should be cut, bagged and disposed of
properly. Larger plants require digging up
the entire root system, including the
underground rhizomes, to prevent
regrowth. If using herbicide, cut the stem as
close to the ground as possible and
immediately treat the stump with a high-
concentration glyphosate solution.
Herbicide treatment is  most effective in
late summer or early fall.
        By removing Sacred Bamboo from your
yard and choosing native plants, you can
help protect our local ecosystems and your
feathered friends! 

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  J O H N  R U T E R ,
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  G E O R G I A ,  B U G W O O D



A N  I N V A S I V E  T O  K N O W
Leatherleaf Mahonia
C H R I S T I A N  S N E A D

P H O T O  C R E D I T  ( L E F T ) :  N A N C Y  L O E W E N S T E I N ,
A U B U R N  U N I V E R S I T Y ,  B U D W O O D

P H O T O  C R E D I T  ( R I G H T ) :  R O B E R T  V I D É K I ,
D O R O N I C U M  K F T ,  B U G W O O D

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  N A N C Y  L O E W E N S T E I N ,
A U B U R N  U N I V E R S I T Y ,  B U G W O O D

        Originally from China, Leatherleaf
Mahonia (Mahonia bealei) was introduced as
an ornamental plant in the 1800s. While
valued for its unique evergreen foliage and
winter blooms, this shrub has spread across
southeastern forests, outcompeting native
species. It’s now considered invasive in
Georgia, Alabama, the Carolinas, Tennessee,
Maryland, and Virginia.
        Leatherleaf Mahonia can grow in deep
shade and form dense thickets, reaching
between five and ten feet tall. Its stiff, spiny
leaflets resemble holly leaves and grow in a
feather-like pattern along the stem, with a
single, larger leaflet at the tip. In late winter,
the plant produces fragrant yellow flowers,
followed by grape-like clusters of bluish-
black berries. Birds and other wildlife
consume these berries, spreading Mahonia’s
seeds far and wide. In addition to seed
dispersal, the plant spreads by sending up
new shoots from its base.

        Removing Leatherleaf Mahonia can be a
challenge, but persistence pays off. Because
of its sharp leaves, gloves and protective
clothing are recommended. The most
effective method is cutting the stem as
close to the ground as possible—ideally
within an inch—and immediately treating the
stump with a high-concentration
glyphosate herbicide. For those wishing to
avoid herbicides, repeated cutting of new
growth will eventually weaken and kill the
plant, though it may take multiple
treatments. If possible, uprooting the entire
plant, including its deep taproot, is the best
way to ensure it doesn’t grow back.
        Every Mahonia removed helps protect
our local ecosystems. If you’re tackling this
invasive species in your yard and looking for
native alternatives, try wax myrtle,
American holly or American beautyberry.

P H O T O  C R E D I T  ( L E F T )  :  G A R Y  W H I T I N G ,  B U G W O O D
P H O T O  C R E D I T  ( R I G H T ) :  R E B E K A H  D .  W A L L A C E ,

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  G E O R G I A ,  B U G W O O D

F O R  S O U R C E S  A N D  T O  L E A R N  M O R E  C L I C K  H E R E

https://www.accgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/105114/Invasive-of-the-Month-Sources-National-Invasive-Species-Awareness-Week


TIPS FOR A GREENER LIFESTYLE!

T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  T O P I C :

        Why not start the new year out right with a sustainability themed resolution? Start
small and pick something that excites you. And if you need some inspiration, check out
some of the ones we came up with below:

H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

        Grocery stores have been full of heart shaped chocolate boxes, pink teddy bears and
and an amalgamation of red hued balloons for weeks now, but the day is finally in sight:
Valentines day. Love —and carbon emissions— are in the air, so whether you feel destined to
be the single friend for life or are staring dreamily into your partner’s eyes as the waiter
unsuccessfully tries to get your attention to ask for your order, Valentines day is a day to
celebrate all kinds of love. So why not take the day to also celebrate your love for the
environment. Because after all, nothing is more attractive than caring for the planet and all
the people living on it.
        So here is a list of fun, environmentally friendly dates that you can do with your
significant other, your friends or by yourself (because you deserve some me time after all)!

Take your crush to the farmers market and buy them (or yourself) some sustainably
sourced flowers or vegetables! 

1.

Dress to impress! Give some love to second second hand garments and head to your
local thrift store!

2.

Take their breath away (or your own)-literally! Embark on a romantic bike ride down the
greenway.

3.

Impress your date with your immense knowledge of the ecosystem (or willingness to
learn) by taking them bird watching. 

4.

Hit the library! There is nothing more enchanting than participating in circular
economies.

5.

Want to give them butterflies? Spend the afternoon planting native pollinator friendly
flowers. Or better yet, start your own backyard composting!

6.

We know that most of these are more fun to do as a couple, so if no of these strike your
fancy just remember that you don’t need two people to go hug a tree!

T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  T O P I C :

H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

https://www.accgov.com/1351/Backyard-Composting


w w w . a c c g o v . c o m / f i r e

Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department
P U T T I N G  E N E R G Y  I N T O  G R E E N E R  S P A C E S

w w w . a c c g o v . c o m / g r e e n

F R I D A Y  F E B R U A R Y  2 8 T H  5 : 0 0  P . M .  -  6 : 3 0  P . M .
N O R T H  O C O N E E  R I V E R  G R E E N W A Y ,
S T A R T I N G  A T  E A S L E Y ’ S  M I L L  T R A I L H E A D
$ 8 . 0 0  F O R  R E S I D E N T S  A N D  $ 1 0  F O R  N O N - R E S I D E N T S

R E G I S T E R  T H R O U G H  L E I S U R E  S E V I C E S  H E R E !

706-613-3838  

UPCOMING EVENTS:

PK-12 Nature and Sustainability Art
Exhibition: Create a painting, drawing,
sculpture, poem or photograph
showing Athens- Through Your Eyes

PK-12 Exposición de Arte: Te
animamos a crear una pintura, un
dibujo, una escultara, tomar una foto
o escribir un poema para demonstrar
Athens - A Través Nuestros Ojos.

Entries due Febuary 28, 2025 La fecha límite para enviar tu arte es hasta el 28 de febrero de 2025
Vista  accgov.com/GreenLife para conocer las reglas y la solicitud.Visit accgov.com/GreenLife for rules and application

        J o i n  A t h e n s - C l a r k e  C o u n t y  L e i s u r e  S e r v i c e s  T r a i l s  a n d  O p e n
S p a c e  s t a f f  t o  u n c o v e r  “ T h e  V i n e  T h a t  A t e  t h e  S o u t h , ”  K u d z u .  T h i s
f a s t  g r o w i n g  a n d  w i d e  s p r e a d i n g  i n v a s i v e  p l a n t  i s  s u r e  t o  b e
i d e n t i f i a b l e  f r o m  a n y  r o a d s i d e .  L e a r n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  i n v a d e r
o f  s o u t h e r n  e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  c u r r e n t  k u d z u  m a n a g e m e n t  e f f o r t s .
B e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  a  s h o r t  h i k e ,  g e t t i n g  y o u r  h a n d s  d i r t y  i n
h a r v e s t i n g  i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s ,  a n d  t o  l e a v e  w i t h  y o u r  o w n  a r t  p i e c e
c r a f t e d  f r o m  k u d z u .  A t t e n d e e s  w i l l  m e e t  a t  t h e  E a s l e y ’ s  M i l l
T r a i l h e a d  o f  t h e  N o r t h  O c o n e e  R i v e r  G r e e n w a y .

http://www.accgov.com/fire
http://www.accgov.com/green
https://accgovga.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=29873
http://accgov.com/GreenLife
http://accgov.com/GreenLife

