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Pu t t i n g  E n e r g y  i n t o  
G r e e n e r  S p a c e s

Welcome to the fifth issue of our monthly newsletter! We are thrilled
be able to share what we are doing at the Athens-Clarke County

Sustainability Department with you. Join us each month as we
explore all things sustainability and how you can get involved!



TIPS FOR A GREENER LIFESTYLE!

ELECTION DAY VOTING

ABSENTEE VOTING

REGISTER NOW HERE!
        Voting is one of the most
important ways citizens can better
their community. It is our civic duty to
be engaged not only in national
elections but also in state and local
elections! 
        In order to vote you must first
register. The deadline to register to
vote is October 7th. You can register in
person at your local election office or
online here!
         Find who and what is up for vote
by looking at a sample ballot and
research what candidates stand for
before you vote. Check out the sample
ballot for Athens-Clarke County here.
        Want to go the extra mile? Remind
the people around you to vote or get
involved with organizations helping
others get to the polls!

EARLY VOTING

T H I S  M O N T H ’ S  T O P I C :

H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

You wi l l  need  a  va l id  photo  ID  o r  a  vote r
ident i f i ca t ion  card  to  vote  in  person .  Po l l ing
p laces  a re  open  f rom 7 :00  am to  7 :00  pm on

E lec t ion  Day  (November  5 th) .  I f  you  a re  in  l ine  by
7 :00  pm ,  you  a re  a l l owed  to  cas t  your  ba l l o t .  

F ind  more  in fo rmat ion  here !

Ear ly  vot ing  takes  p lace  Monday  through
Saturday  October  15 th  through  November  1s t  w i th

hours  and  Sunday  operat ions  vary ing  f rom
prec inc t  to  p rec inc t .  You  can  vote  a t  any  ear ly

vot ing  locat ion  w i th in  your  reg i s te red  county .  You
wi l l  need  to  b r ing  a  va l id  photo  ID  o r  a  vote r

ident i f i ca t ion  card .  F ind  more  in fo rmat ion  here !

To  reques t  an  absentee  ba l l o t ,  you ’ l l  need  to
comple te  an  Absentee  Ba l lo t  App l i ca t ion .  Your

app l i ca t ion  must  be  rece ived  by  October  25th  to
the  reg i s t ra r ’ s  o f f i ce  o f  the  county  you  are

reg i s te red  to  vote  in .  
C l i ck  here  fo r  the  Georg ia  Of f i c ia l  Absentee

Ba l lo t  App l i ca t ion !   

https://georgia.gov/register-vote
https://georgia.gov/register-vote
https://www.accgov.com/sampleballot
https://georgia.gov/vote-in-person-election-day
https://georgia.gov/vote-early-person
https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf
https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/forms/Absentee_Ballot_Application_20212.pdf


H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

JAPANESE CHAFF FLOWERJAPANESE CHAFF FLOWER

        Que the dramatically timed lightning and
organ music! Nothing is spookier than
invasive plants. Japanese Chaff Flower is the
newest invasive species to arrive in Athens,
having recently been identified at Memorial
Park and Bear Hollow Zoo.  
        Japanese Chaff Flower (Achyranthes
japonica) is a perennial (regrows each year)
herb which grows 3 to 6 ft tall. It’s simple
smooth-edged leaves grow opposite to each
other, and it’s flower grows in a green spiky
column with no petals. In the colder months,
it’s stem turns brown but remains upright
(Michigan Invasive Species).
        That doesn’t sound like a good
Halloween costume, you say. And you’d be
right! But like something out of the Little
Shop of Horrors, this plant is nothing to 
turn a blind eye to.

P H O T O  C R E D I T S :  C H R I S  E V A N S ,
B U G W O O D

Jo in  us  e ach  month in  th i s  new ser i e s  a s  we  l earn  about
d i fferent  invas i ve  spec i e s !

https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/id-report/plants/herbs/japanese-chaff-flower


P H O T O  C R E D I T :  C H R I S  E V A N S ,
B U G W O O D

unintentional.
        The spread of invasive species
disrupts our delicate ecosystem,
decreasing biodiversity which results
in tangible effects on how we live. We
rely on the ecosystem to manage
runoff and erosion, provide clean water,
pollinate crops and so much more.
That’s why it’s crucial that we take
steps to stop the spread of Japanese
Chaff Flower before it becomes a wide
spread issue in Athens. 
        You can help by reporting any
sightings of the plant. Japanese Chaff
Flower can be easily confused with
other species, and we want to track
where populations currently are in
Athens. If you see a plant you think is
Japanese Chaff Flower, don’t mow it:
snap a picture and call or email the
ACC Sustainability Department. We will
help confirm the species identification
and advise options for treating it. 
        We appreciate your haunting
dedication and hope you stay tuned for
more hair-raising tales of ecology! 

        Invasive species threaten
ecosystems because they tend to
outcompete native plants for resources
like nutrients, sunlight, space or water.
They grow and spread quickly. In the
case of the Japanese Chaff Flower, its
dense colonies of tall plants crowd out
other species and block light. Japanese
Chaff Flower is particularly prolific when
it comes to seed dispersal, producing
thousands of seeds per square meter
(West Pennsylvania Conservancy) which
can be transported downstream by
floods or unknowingly carried to an
entirely new location by sticking to
animal fur or mowing equipment.  
        Japanese Chaff Flower seeds can
easily stick to cloths or dog fur, so be
sure to check yourself and your fluffy
companion if you walk outdoors,
disposing of any seeds into the trash (in
a sealed container).
         More often than not, invasive
species like the Japanese Chaff Flower
relocate, not because of a natural
introduction to a new region or gradual
growth in a species’ range but because
humans introduced it —and usually it’s P H O T O  C R E D I T S :  C H R I S  E V A N S ,

B U G W O O D

w w w . a c c g o v . c o m / g r e e n
706-613-3838  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/622cac305a224fa18d70b79135340c46
http://www.accgov.com/green


UPCOMING EVENTS:

WWW.ACCGOV.COM/RIVERSAL IVE

CLICK HERE

https://www.accgov.com/riversalive


THANK YOU FOR HELPING MAKE
ATHENS-CLARKE COUNTY  

YOUR PASSION IS
ELECTRIC!

w w w . a c c g o v . c o m / f i r e

Saturday, October 26th, 
8:00 am - 12:00 pm

ACC Landfill Outdoor Classroom
5700 Lexington Rd. Winterville, GA

http://accgov.com/vulture

PROJECT FAST CHARGE
F u e l i n g  A t h e n s ’  S u s t a i n a b l e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

You!
Thank

We’ve received 98 signatures, 11 letters of support from
community members, and 5 letters of support from local
non-profits! We really appreciate you taking the time to

help us create a sustainable Athens. Your letters and
signatures were submitted with the grant application! 

ATHENS CLARKE COUNTY
SUSTAINABILITY DEPARTMENT

THANKS YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
OF PROJECT FAST CHARGE!

Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department
P U T T I N G  E N E R G Y  I N T O  G R E E N E R  S P A C E S

w w w . a c c g o v . c o m / g r e e n
706-613-3838  

CELEBRATING 

UPCOMING EVENTS:

C O M E  O U T  F O R  A  G O O D  T I M E  W H I L E  L E A R N I N G  A B O U T  S O L I D  W A S T E !

  ‘NATURE’S  CLEAN-UP  CREW’

  THE  VULTURE!

http://www.accgov.com/fire
http://accgov.com/vulture
http://www.accgov.com/green

