ISSUE #4 AUGUST 2024

SUSTAINABILITY DEPARTMENT

WELCOME TO OUR

Monthly Newsletter

Welcome to the fourth issue of our monthly newsletter! We are
thrilled be able to share what we are doing at the Athens-Clarke
County Sustainability Department with you. Join us each month as
we explore all things sustainability and how you can get involved!

Putting Enerqgy into
Greener Spaces

In this newsletter you will find:

Latest projects, free resources, and upcoming events!




THIS MONTH’S TOPIC:

SUSTAINABILITY IN THE KITCHEN



https://www.researchgate.net/publication/224856667_Investigation_of_Energy_Consumption_and_Energy_Savings_of_Refrigerator-Freezer_During_Open_and_Closed_Door_Condition
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TIPS FOR A SUSTAINABLE KITCHEN

TRY REUSABLES INSTEAD OF PAPER TOWELS }

Washable rags can get the job done and save you money.
Many of them can be rolled around a cardboard tube just like paper
towels for easy access!
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DITCH PLASTIC BAGS ...
Try out washable

ép { |, silicone baggies for to-
v »_go snacks. Bring your
’M z own bags when grocery
shopping but if you
forget, no worries: you

can recycle plastic
bags at CHaRM!

MEAL PLAN LIKE THE
ADULT YOUR COWORKERS
THINK YOU ARE
Save time and money
during the week and
avoid food waste while
enjoying your self-
congratulatory lunch.
Look at you gol!

USE BEESWAX WRAP TO STORE FOOD
Beeswax wrap can be washed and dried and
used again and again. It’s perfect for storing
that fickle other half of your avocado!

DON’T FORGET THE DISHWASHER!
Using a dishwasher is more energy
efficient than hand washing! But
remember to fill up your dishwasher all

the way up (without over filling it)
before running it and remove food
scraps from dishes (but avoid pre-
rinsing for optimum efficiency).

CLEAN YOUR FRIDGE COILS
Dust and dirt builds up over time ON,THESTOVETOP
decreasing the efficiency of Don’tlet energy go to
\| Your fridge. Experts recommend waste. Use pots that are

cleaning them every 6 months U GEITE Sl o7 [DUr mRrs.
(SOURCE) Pots that are too big will

take more energy to heat
up and those too small will
let heat escape from the
edges of the burner that
aren’t covered.

) TO COOK OR NOT TO COOK?

} Microwaves use around 80%

less energy than conventional
ovens. What a great excuse

to have a microwave dinner!
(SOURCE: ENERGY STAR)
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https://www.accgov.com/5894/Hard-to-Recycle-Materials-CHaRM
https://energystar.my.site.com/ENERGYSTAR/s/article/Does-using-a-microwave-over-a-regular-oven-save-energy-1600088466973#:~:text=Yes%2C%20microwave%20ovens%20use%20less,conditioning%20costs%20during%20the%20summer.
https://energystar.my.site.com/ENERGYSTAR/s/article/Does-using-a-microwave-over-a-regular-oven-save-energy-1600088466973#:~:text=Yes%2C%20microwave%20ovens%20use%20less,conditioning%20costs%20during%20the%20summer.
https://energystar.my.site.com/ENERGYSTAR/s/article/Does-using-a-microwave-over-a-regular-oven-save-energy-1600088466973#:~:text=Yes%2C%20microwave%20ovens%20use%20less,conditioning%20costs%20during%20the%20summer.
https://energystar.my.site.com/ENERGYSTAR/s/article/Does-using-a-microwave-over-a-regular-oven-save-energy-1600088466973#:~:text=Yes%2C%20microwave%20ovens%20use%20less,conditioning%20costs%20during%20the%20summer.
https://energystar.my.site.com/ENERGYSTAR/s/article/Does-using-a-microwave-over-a-regular-oven-save-energy-1600088466973#:~:text=Yes%2C%20microwave%20ovens%20use%20less,conditioning%20costs%20during%20the%20summer.
https://energystar.my.site.com/ENERGYSTAR/s/article/Does-using-a-microwave-over-a-regular-oven-save-energy-1600088466973#:~:text=Yes%2C%20microwave%20ovens%20use%20less,conditioning%20costs%20during%20the%20summer.
https://energystar.my.site.com/ENERGYSTAR/s/article/Does-using-a-microwave-over-a-regular-oven-save-energy-1600088466973#:~:text=Yes%2C%20microwave%20ovens%20use%20less,conditioning%20costs%20during%20the%20summer.
https://www.realtor.com/advice/home-improvement/how-to-clean-refrigerator-coils/#:~:text=How%20to%20clean%20fridge%20coils,one%20you%20shouldn't%20avoid.

On Friday August 8th the
University of Georgia (UGA) and
Athens-Clarke County (ACC)
collaborated on an electric
vehicle (EV) demo day. The event
was held on campus and was
attended by numerous UGA and
ACC staff who either currently
use electric vehicles in their
operations or are interested in
converting their department
vehicles to electric alternatives.

Both ACC and UGA are
working to rapidly electrify their
fleets. The demo day offered

insight into the functions and
features of different classes of
electric vehicles. Both
organizations brought several of
their EVs including ACC’s Ford F-
150 Lightning and E-Transit
Cargo Van along with UGA’s Kia
Niro Wind Hatchback and Club
Car Urban LSV with Lift.
Attendees were able to test
drive various vehicles and ask
questions to those who regularly
use them. Feedback from
employees’ experience with the
EVs has been overwhelmingly

positive.

Everyone in attendance was
excited to learn more about
strategies each organization can
take to transition to electric. A
large aspect of this is developing
EV charging infrastructure. The
event provided a great
opportunity to share lessons
learned and goals for the future.

Hopefully, this eventis the
first of many more like it, as UGA
and ACC expand collaboration on
sustainability initiatives.

PHOTO CREDIT: JUSTIN ELLIS, UGA SUSTAINABILITY
ACC AND UGA EMPLOYEES AT THE EV DEMO DAY

PUTTING ENERGY INTO GREENER SPACES

Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department
www.accgov.com/green

706-613-3838



http://www.accgov.com/fire
http://www.accgov.com/green

