
Welcome to the third issue of our monthly newsletter! We are
excited to announce that we are officially a department! We are
thrilled be able to continue to share what Athens-Clarke County

Sustainability is doing with you. Join us each month as we explore all
things sustainability and how you can get involved!

In this newsletter you will find:
Latest projects, free resources, and upcoming events!
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        The recycling industry doesn’t make it
easy. For recycling educators, our world is
filled with exceptions, asterisks and fine
print.
        Fortunately, you don’t have to be an
expert to improve your recycling etiquette,
and chances are you’re not recycling 100%
correctly all the time.
        In this column I’ll bust some myths,
explain some of the reason for the
confusion, and get you back on track with a
few simple, asterisk-proof guidelines.

Myth #1: ‘Why bother, it all goes in
the trash anyways.’

        “If I help my neighbor follow the rules,
I’ll ensure none of the recycling is trashed.”
There – fixed it for you. Recyclable
materials DO get recycled, IF they are
placed on the correct path. Modern
American recycling is weird, and that holds
in Athens too. Private companies, even
huge corporations, depend on the local
collection of recyclables. Those local
collections are often done at local 

governments’ expense, and rely on local
government staff to get it done correctly.
        One mistake doesn’t send the entire
truckload of recyclable material to the
landfill, but too many mistakes will slow
down the entire process, and some
mistakes render nearby recyclables
unrecoverable (think nacho cheese
snuggled against magazines in the truck…
in July). When truckloads exceed 25%
contamination (stuff that shouldn’t be
included in mixed recyclables, like plastic
bags and Styrofoam) those loads are
packed up and sent to the landfill. This is
rare.

Myth #2: ‘If my recyclables are so
valuable, why don’t I get paid for

them? Worse, why do I have to pay
to get them collected?’

        Your spent bottles, cans and paper
aren’t worth very much at all. Sorry folks.
But once they are separated from each
other and added together with like
materials, their value skyrockets. 



machinery, but on any given day there are
a dozen sets of backs, brains and hands
hard at work inside the recycling facility in
Athens.
        With that last one in mind, recycling in
Athens has shifted over the last decade
from ‘Recycle More!’ to ‘Recycle Right!’
Now the mantra is ‘If in Doubt, Throw it
Out!’ in an effort to protect what has been
properly recycled. That shift is due mostly
to (wait for it….) money.
        All of that packaging you place in your
recycling cart or dumpster enters the
commodity market, meaning the prices
fluctuate. That $108 ton of cardboard
described above was only selling for $48
this time last year. Local government
education efforts don’t have enough
funding to chase market price
fluctuations. Instead, we try to keep it as
simple as possible:

“Place clean, empty containers,
paper and empty, flattened

cardboard in your recycling cart.”
        

        That guidance will cover about 70% of
what can be recycled in Athens. To learn
more about the rest, visit
www.accgov.com/recycling.

        Currently, cardboard is selling for
approximately $108 per ton. But that is for
bales or bricks the size of a home
refrigerator. And we only get that top bulk
pricing if there are 20 tons of those bricks
loaded onto a single tractor-trailer truck.
Oh, and nothing but cardboard – if more
than 3% of the total weight is anything
other than cardboard, the price drops.
That includes the metal wires holding the
bales together. See why we get cranky
about Styrofoam left in the boxes?
        Like a lot of services, the expensive
part is getting a truck to your home or
place of work and paying the driver a living
wage to do so.

Myth #3: ‘I don’t know if this thing
is recyclable or not, but if I just

include it in my cart, they’ll figure
it out.’

        Wrong! The people who work in the
recycling facility are on their feet 10 hours
a day, sorting through 70+ tons per day of
miscellaneous packaging zooming past
them on conveyor belts. They don’t have
time to inspect each item – they are trying
to hit the industry standard of 50+ picks
per minute. They get a lot of help from 

C L I C K  H E R E  T O  L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  A C C  S O L I D  W A S T E !

S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  T H E  A C C  S O L I D  W A S T E  D E P A R T M E N T !

https://www.accgov.com/209/Recycling-Waste-Reduction


        In 2022 thanks to 100% Athens and
the community’s efforts to demonstrate
the necessity of a clean energy transition,
Athens-Clarke County Sustainability
published the Clean and Renewable
Energy Plan. The Clean and Renewable
Energy Plan serves as a guidebook to
achieving a local, equitable clean energy
transition while reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. 
         The central goals of the plan are to 1)
achieve 100% clean and renewable
electricity for all municipal properties,
government operations, and community-
wide buildings by 2035 and to 2) meet
the community’s electricity demand with
100% clean and renewable electricity by
2050. 
        There are plenty of reasons to
transition to clean renewable energy but
the largest driving factor is reducing
emissions to slow the rate of global
warming and improving air quality. The
Clean and Renewable Energy goals can
be understood in terms of scope
emissions. Scope Emissions refer to
greenhouse gases released, and they can
be distinguished into different categories. 

H A N N A H  C H A F F E E

SCOPE 1

SCOPE 2

SCOPE 3

These  emiss ions  produced  by  sources  that  a
organ iza t ion  d i rec t ly  owns  o r  cont ro l s .  For

Athens-C larke  County  th i s  i s  means  emiss ions
f rom fac i l i t i e s  and  government  owned

t ranspor ta t ion .  

 Scope  2  emiss ions  a re  ind i rec t ly  cont ro l l ed ;
these  a re  emiss ions  assoc ia ted  w i th  energy  use .

ACC pr imar i ly  ge t  i t s  energy  f rom GA Power .
On ly  7% o f  GA Power ’ s  energy  i s  p roduced  by

renewab le  energy  sources .  GA Power  i s  r egu la ted
by  the  Georg ia  Pub l i c  Serv ice  Commiss ion  (PSC)
which  cons i s t s  o f  5  s ta te -w ide  e l ec ted  o f f i c ia l s .
Whi l e  ACC cannot  cont ro l  the  energy  sources  o f
the  power  compan ies ,  we  can  lobby  the  PSC to

mandate  GA Power  suppor t  p r iva te  inves tment  o f
renewab le  energy  wh i l e  p rov id ing  more  o f  the i r

own renewab le  energy  sources .

 Scope  3  emiss ions  inc lude  everyth ing  that  i s  up
or  down the  supp ly  cha in  o f  an  o rgan iza t ion .  An

organ iza t ion  i s  ind i rec t ly  respons ib le  fo r  Scope  3
emiss ions .  These  can  inc lude  emiss ions
assoc ia ted  w i th  purchased  goods  o r  fo r

organ iza t ions  that  p roduce  a  phys ica l  p roduct ,
Scope  3  emiss ions  a re  the  resu l t  o f  how the i r

product  i s  used  and  d i sposed  o f  by  the  consumer .



w w w . a c c g o v . c o m / g r e e n

Learn more about the ACC Sustainability
efforts on our website!

 solar at the Transportation and Public
Works’ Streets and Drainage Campus,
the Cedar Creek Water Reclamation
Facility, Fire Station 2, and the
Cooperative Extension building. ACC
also has a Gas Capture system at the
landfill which turns gas that would
otherwise be released into energy. This
year ACC is implementing three
additional solar projects. These
initiatives don’t just reduce emissions:
they also save money. While renewable
energy is crucial for creating a
sustainable community, energy
efficiency and conservation efforts
give you ‘more bounce for your ounce’
when it comes to reducing emissions
which is why the ACC Sustainability
Department is implementing an energy
management system to track and
improve internal energy use. 
        The goal is to lead as an example
while also providing sustainability
support to the community. In the near
term, ACC Sustainability is looking to
install many public facing EV chargers
and provide resources to reduce
household energy use. Reducing
emissions is not a straight forward
task, but Athens-Clarke County is
determined to responsibly manage our
environmental impact. 

        Athens-Clarke County
Sustainability is currently working to
cut emissions on several fronts,
focusing on Scope 1 and 2 in order to
reach the 100% clean and renewable
energy goals for government
operations. These efforts include
investing in electric vehicles (EVs)
within the ACC fleet and public EV
charging infrastructure which is
severely lacking in Athens.  
        Athens-Clarke County has installed
many renewable energy sources to
reduce Scope 2 emissions including
ground source (geothermal) heat
pumps at the Solid Waste, Sandy
Creek, and Animal Services buildings, 

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  H A N N A H  C H A F F E E
A C C G O V  E V  C H A R G E R  A T

L E X I N G T O N  R D  P A R K  A N D  R I D E

https://www.accgov.com/7633/Sustainability-Department


Athens-Clarke County Sustainability Department
P U T T I N G  E N E R G Y  I N T O  G R E E N E R  S P A C E S
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706-613-3838  

WE
ARE

J O I N  O U R  T E A M !

HIRING

This position provides technical

support for the management of

natural lands in Athens-Clarke

County with an emphasis on

invasive plant management and

habitat rehabilitation. 

Job tasks include:

Chemical and mechanical

removal of invasive plant species

Habitat restoration activities and

monitoring

Supporting other Sustainability

Department initiatives

Habitat Management Technicians

APPLY ONLINE HERE!

http://www.accgov.com/green
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/athensclarke/jobs/4579320/habitat-management-technician-i?keywords=sustainability&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs

